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Mumbai-Ahmedahad Bullet Train
Project Experience Lays a Slrong y
Foundation for India’s

Future High-Speed Rail Network

406 Trains Operating Daily on EDFC and WDF C Creating
Additional Capacity on Conventional Rail Network

Source/RSB- Union Minister for
Railways, Information & Broad-
casting and Electronics & Infor-
mation Technology, Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw said in loksabha that
presently, the Mumbai-Ahmeda-
bad High Speed Rail (MAHSR)
Project (508 km) is under execu-
tion with technical and financial
assistance from Government of
Japan. The MAHSR project is
planned and constructed on a
elevated viaduct. The design for
stations on the corridor provides
for security measures like contro-
Iled entry points, baggage
scanners, DFMDs (Door Frame
Metal Detectors), CCTV(Close
Circuit Television) cameras etc.
The experience and technical
capabilities being developed
through the MAHSR project,
particularly in track construction,
advanced signalling, Rolling Stock
manufacturing & maintenance,
project management etc. are
expected to provide a strong
foundation for future high-speed
rail corridors in the country. With
gain of such expertise, India will
strengthen its position for planning
and decision making in HSR
Sector.

/;

MAHSR Designed for High-Frequency Operations with
Fares Competitive with Existing Rail/Air Travel

Progress of Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High Speed Rail
Project
The Mumbai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail (MAHSR) Project (508
km) is passing through the States
of Gujarat, Maharashtra and Union
Territory of Dadra & Nagar Haveli
with 12 stations planned at Mum-
bai, Thane, Virar, Boisar, Vapi, Billi-
mora, Surat, Bharuch, Vadodara,

Anand, Ahmedabad & Sabarmati.
Entire land (1389.5 Ha.) for MAH-
SR project has been acquired. All
Statutory Clearances have been
obtained. All 1651 utilities have
been shifted. The delay in land
acquisition in the State of Mahara-
shtra has impacted the project till
2021. The land acquisition picked
upin 2022 in Maharashtra.

Out of total 12 stations, foundation
works has been completed at 8
stations (Vapi, Bilimora, Surat,
Bharuch, Anand, Vadodara,
Ahmedabad, and Sabarmati). In
Maharashtra section, foundation
work is in progress at 3 stations
(Thane, Virar, Boisar) & excavation

Indigenization & Capacity Building

work at BKC station is near
completion and Casting of base
slab started.

17 river bridges have been comp-
leted. Work is in advance stage for
4 maijor river bridges (Narmada,
Mahi, Tapti and Sabarmati) in
Gujarat & in progress in 4 river
bridges in Maharashtra. Work on
Depots (Thane, Surat and Sabar-
mati) is in full swing. Civil works at
Bandra Kurla Complex (BKC) are
progressing satisfactorily. Exca-
vation works have achieved about
91% progress, and concreting
works are at various stages, with
100% completion of the basement
slab at Level-4. The work of the
under-sea tunnel (approximately
21 km) has commenced, out of
which 4.8 km of tunnel between
Ghansoli and Shilphata in Mahara-
shtra has been completed.

In line with the Make in India and
Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiatives,
Indian Railways is promoting
indigenous manufacturing of high-
speed rail systems & components
to reduce import dependence.

e Long-span steel truss girders are being fabricated in Indian workshops, supported by

analytical modelling and field measurements to strengthen domestic HSR design

capability.

e Heavy construction machinery used for full-span launching has been indigenised and

is now being manufactured in India.

e Most slab track materials and specialized track machines are being developed and
produced by Indian manufacturers, boosting domestic manufacturing capability.

e Design variations and detail regarding dynamic analysis are being handled by Indian
agencies in collaboration with [ITs, with advanced dynamic analysis tools and design

charts developed to build long-term HSR expertise.

Innovation

Building on the success of Vande
Bharat, Integral Coach Factory
(ICF) in collaboration with M/s
Bharat Earth Movers Limited
(BEML) is designing & manu-
facturing high-speed train sets with
adesign speed of 280 kmph.

Land acquisition for the project has
been carried out in accordance
with applicable laws, and affected
persons have been compensated
as per the Right to Fair Compen-
sation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act and relevant
State policies. Rehabilitation and
resettlement measures, including
additional benefits and solatium,
have been undertaken in coordi-
nation with State Governments.
The MAHSR corridor is designed
for high-frequency operations with
substantial passenger-carrying
capacity. Ticket pricing is proposed
to be competitive with respect to
existing rail/air travel options. The
viability of the project has been
assessed on a long-term basis,

taking into account projected
passenger demand, economic
benefits, time savings and
regional development.

The Mumbai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail (MAHSR) Project (508
km) is the only HSR Project under
execution with technical and
financial assistance from Govern-
ment of Japan. Expenditure
amounting to ¥ 86,939/- crore has
been incurred on the project till
31.12.2025.

Dedicated Freight Corridors
Ministry of Railways has taken up
construction of two Dedicated
Freight Corridors (DFC) viz. Eas-
tern Dedicated Freight Corridor
(EDFC) from Ludhiana to Son-
nagar (1337 Km) and the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor (WD-
FC) from Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Terminal (JNPT) to Dadri (1506
Km) at a total cost of X 1,24,005
Cr. The work on EDFC has been
completed and commissioned. In
WDFC, 1404 RKm out of total
1506 RKm has been completed
and commissioned. The balance
work on WDFC from Vaitarna-
JNPT section (102 Rkm) has
been taken up.

e HSR stations are being designed as city gateways reflecting local identity, with

advanced security features such as controlled entry points, baggage scanners, Door

Frame Metal Detectors (DFMDs) and Closed-Circuit Television (CCTV) surveillance.

e Safety-focused design includes anti-vibration measures, wind-pressure management
in station roofs and provisions like anti-vibration hangers, clamps and bolting plates
integrated during construction.

e Passenger convenience is ensured through ample parking, drop-off areas and
seamless multimodal connectivity with coordinated city master planning.

e Sustainable and energy-efficient features aligned with Indian Green Building Council
(IGBC) Platinum standards.

e Full-span launching method adopted for the first time in India for launching 40 m

prestressed box girders (~1000 MT), enabling faster launching within 16 hours.
e Indigenous noise barriers being installed along the elevated corridor to minimise

noise for nearby residents.

e Advanced simulation tools for OHE-pantograph interaction and Simulation model for
designing of traction power supply developed with IIT Delhi for accurate design and

planning.

e Underground station is being constructed with provision for a future 90 m high
building on the same foundation.

e Indigenously developed Rail Turnover Prevention Device (RTPD) introduced to

enhance safety during derailments.

e Indian Engineers and Skilled workers (approx. 1000 nos.) have been trained for
Japanese methodology and presently, track works are being executed under their

supervision.

refresher courses.

e A Special Track training facility has been created at Surat for training and regular

| Geo-technical investigation |

e Greater emphasis has been put on Geo Technical Investigations (GTI) to be sure of
structural adequacy and to rule out possibility of geological surprises.

e The GTI has been generally carried out at 100 m, and at shorter intervals in case of
special structures.

e Anew geotechlab has alsobeen been setup

| Safety and security |

e A high level of security has been adopted for operational areas and buildings housing

sensitive equipment to ensure passenger safety.

e Civil engineering structures are designed and constructed as per best international
practices, with designs validated by a Japanese High-Level Committee.

(EQEWS).

e To enhance earthquake safety, structures have been designed considering relevant
seismic zones, with steel and damper stoppers provided on viaducts and bridges to
prevent dislodgement, along with installation of an Earthquake Early Warning System
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Historic Milestone on Darjeeling Himalayan
Railway as First Female TTE Appointed in 145 Years

Source/RSB-Marking a significant
moment in its 145-year legacy, the
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway has
appointed Sarita Yolmo as its first
woman Travelling Ticket Examiner. She
initially worked at the Railway Press
before qualifying as a TTE in New
Jalpaiguri. Currently, she is deployed on
heritage tourism services operating
along the 78 km New Jalpaiguri—
Darjeeling route. Her appointment
reflects a strong step towards women
empowerment, highlighting growing
opportunities and greater representation
of women in the railway sector.

Source/WR- Shri Saharsh Bajpai,
an officer of the 1999 batch of
Indian Railway Personnel Service
(IRPS), has assumed charge as
the Principal Chief Personnel
Officer (PCPO) of Western Rail-
way on Tuesday, 03rd February,
2026. Prior to this assign-ment,
Shri Bajpai has held several
important administrative and
personnel-related positions on
Indian Railways. He has served in
key roles across North Eastern
Railway, Central Railway and
Maharashtra Metro. Prominent
among these are Sr. Divisional
Personnel Officer, Pune; Chair-
man, Railway Recruitment Cell,
Central Railway; Deputy Chief
Personnel Officer; Additional
Divisional Railway Manager,
Pune; General Manager (HR),
Maha Metro; and Principal Chief
Personnel Officer, Central
Railway. Shri Bajpai holds a
Master of Public Administration
(MPA) degree from the National
University of Singapore. He has
extensive experience in the field of
Human Resource Management,
personnel administration and
policy formulation. Throughout his

SHRI SAHARSH BAJPAI TAKES
OVER AS PRINGIPAL CHIEF
PERSONNEL OFFICER 0F WR
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career, he has been actively
associated with strengthening the
Human Resource Management
System (HRMS), improving
personnel administration & pro-
moting employee-centric gover-
nance practices.

His wide exposure at both field units
and headquarters level has
enabled him to adopt a balanced
and pragmatic approach towards
personnel management. Shri
Bajpai has also undergone various
international training programmes
at INSEAD, Singapore; ICLIF,
Malaysia; KOTI, South Korea; and
SWJTU, China.

Source/KR- Konkan Railway
continues to prioritise the safety
and security of passengers through
constant vigilance. On 09.02.2026,
during routine ticket checking in
Train No. 22150 Pune—-Ernakulam
Superfast Express, an unclaimed
bagwas noticed in B1 Coach.

The bag was promptly secured and
handed over to the Railway
Protection Force for further action.

Konkan Railway Ensures Passenger
Safety Through Vigilant On-Board Checks

The bag contained cash amou-
nting to 4,933/, a wallet, Aadhaar
card, ATM and credit cards, keys,
charger, data cable, earphones
and other documents.

Konkan Railway appeals to
passengers to remain alert and
report any unattended belongings
to railway staff to help maintain a
safe & secure travel environment.

GCONGOR S|gns MoU to Form Bharal Container Shmnmg Lme

Source/RSB- Container Cor-
poration of India Ltd. (CONCOR)
has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with key
maritime stakeholders for the
formation of the proposed joint
venture, Bharat Container Ship-
ping Line (BCSL).The MoU was
signed on 3 February 2026 at New
Delhi with the Shipping Corp-
oration of India (SCI), V.O. Chid-
ambarnar Port Authority (VOCPA),

Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority
(JNPA), Chennai Port Authority
(CPA), and Sagarmala Finance
Corporation Ltd. (SMFCL).The
MoU signing took place in the
august presence of Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw , Hon’ble Union Minister
for Railways, and Shri Sarbananda
Sonowal , Hon’ble Union Minister
of Ports, Shipping and Waterways.
The ceremony was also attended
by Shri Shantanu Thakur , Hon’ble

Union Minister of State for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways. The
proposed JV, BCSL, aims to
acquire, own, lease, and operate
container vessels, containers, and
related assets for EXIM and coa-
stal trade, enabling integrated
end-to-end multimodal logistics
solutions by leveraging the colle-
ctive expertise of ports, shipping,
rail, and maritime finance stake-
holders.

CMD, RUNL directs all stakeholders to ensure
commissioning of the project in 2028.

This project can be a game changer for the
“Nation’s development ” says CMD RVNL

Source/RSB- Shri Saleem Ahmad,
Chairman & Managing Director,
Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL),
undertook a two-day visit to the
Rishikesh— Karnaprayag New
Broad Gauge Rail Link Project site
on 2nd and 3rd February 2026,
during which he conducted a
comprehensive review of the
project’s progress, inspected
critical construction sites, and

interacted with key stakeholders §

and workforce engaged in this
strategically important Himalayan
rail corridor. The 125-km Rishi-
kesh—Karnaprayag New Broad
Gauge Rail Link Project, being
executed by Navratna CPSU Rail
Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL) for
Indian Railways in Uttarakhand, is
one of India’s most ambitious and
strategically important rail infras-
tructure initiatives in the Himalayan
region. On the first day of his visit,
the CMD chaired a marathon
review meeting with senior project
officials, engineers, contractors,
and international and national
tunnelling experts associated with
various packages of the project.
Detailed deliberations were held on
construction progress, complex
geological challenges, tunnelling
milestones, safety measures, and
time-bound execution. Shri Ahmad
categorically directed that the

project must be commissioned
positively in 2028, without compro-
mising on quality or safety. The
CMD underscored that the Rishi-
kesh—Karnaprayag Rail Project, is
not only a landmark engineering
initiative but also a transformational
infrastructure corridor that will
redefine mobility in the Garhwal
Himalayan region by providing all-
weather, landslide-resilient rail
connectivity to remote hinterlands.
During discussions, the possibility
of developing road tunnels along-
side railway tunnels was also
explored, which could significantly
enhance road connectivity, safety,
and travel convenience for local
population in the hilly terrain,
thereby maximizing infrastructure

utility. On second day of visit, Shri
Ahmad also conducted on-site
inspections of ongoing tunnelling
works, bridges, & station loca-
tions, where he reviewed safety
practices, construction quality,
and environmental safeguards.
He interacted with workers and
technical teams at site and than-
ked workforce for their dedication
and contribution in executing the
project under extremely challe-
nging Himalayan conditions. He
emphasized that environmental
impact caused during construction
would be systematically mitigated
through green area development
and extensive plantation, ensuring
a balance between infrastructure
growth & ecological conservation.

Source/RSB-RailTel Corporation
of India Ltd., a Navratna CPSE
under the Ministry of Railways, has
achieved a significant milestone in
the area of railway safety and
modernization by securing a major
order of implementing KAVACH
system covering 1067 RKM of
Jabalpur division of West Central
Railway. Kavach is India’s Indi-
genous Automatic Train Protection
(ATP) System. RailTel has project
valued at %454.95 crore, for Sur-
vey, Design, Supply, Installation,
Testing and Commissioning of
Trackside Kavach Systems across

key routes of the Jabalpur Division
of West Central Railway. The
project will be implemented over
important and high-density corr-
idors covering 1067 RKM, including
Itarsi — Manikpur Section, Mahdeiya
— Bina Malkheri-Mahadeokheri,
Entire Katni Complex, Bina
Malkheri — Agasod Section, Satna —
Rewa Section, Kaima — Sagma
Section and Bansapahar — Ohan
Section of Jabalpur division of West
Central Railway. The scope inclu-
des installation of Kavach equip-
ment at stations, level crossing
gates and IBS locations, along with
OFC works, erection of towers and

associated civil, track and electrical
works under EPC mode. The entire
work is planned to be completed
within 960 days as per the EPC
agreement. Kavach is Indian Rail-
ways’ flagship Indigenous Auto-
matic Train Protection system deve-
loped under the vision of Atma-
nirbhar Bharat. It is designed to
prevent train collisions, over-spee-
ding, and signal passing at danger
(SPAD), thereby significantly enha-
ncing passenger safety and
operational reliability. RailTel is
already working on 2 projects for
deploying Kavach covering 1109
route kilometres track of East

RailTel Secures 455 Crore Kavach Project from West Gentral Railway
qb RAILTEL

Central Railway. Shri Sanjai
Kumar, Chairman & Managing
Director, RailTel, said: “This
prestigious Kavach order from
West Central Railway is a proud
moment for RailTel and a strong
recognition of our capabilities in
delivering critical railway safety
infra-structure. Kavach is a trans-
formational initiative for Indian
Railways, and RailTel remains
committed to supporting the
national mission of safer, sma-
rter and technology driven rail
operations through indigenous
solutions.”
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Source/RSB- The Cabinet Co-
mmittee on Economic Affairs,
chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved
construction of 4-Lane Access-
Controlled Greenfield connectivity
from Gohpur on NH-15 to Numa-
ligarh on 715 section including
15.79 Km. of Road cum Rail
Tunnel under River Brahmaputra
to be developed at a total capital
cost of Rs.18,662 crore in Assam
on Engineering procurement
Construction (EPC).

Currently, connectivity between
Numaligarh on NH715 and Goh-
pur on NH-15 is 240 Km. from the
existing Kaliabhambhora road
bridge near Silghat on NH-52
which takes 6 Hours passing
through Numaligarh, Kaziranga
National park and Biswanath
Town. To address these chall-
enges, the project is proposed to
be developed as 4-Lane Access-
Controlled Greenfield connectivity
from Gohpur on NH-15 to Numa-

ligarh with Road cum Rail tunnel
below the river Brahmaputra river.
This would be the first underwater
Road cum Rail tunnel in India and
2nd in the world. The project will
provide significant benefit to Ass-
am, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland
and other North-Eastern States.
This will enhance the efficiency of
freight movement, reducing logi-
stics cost and driving socio-econo-
mic growth in the region.

The project alignment integrates
with 02 major National Highways
(NH-15 and NH-715) and 02
Railway lines i.e. Rangia-Mukon-
gselek Railway Section under
Rangia Division of NFR on Gohpur
Side and Furkating-Mariani loop
line section under Tinsukia Division
of NFR on Numaligarh side. The
project providing seamless conne-
ctivity to key economic, social, and
logistics nodes across Assam.
Additionally, the project will
enhance multi-modal integration
by connecting with 11 Economic

Nodes, 03 Social Nodes, 02 Tourist
nodes and 08 Logistic Nodes,
providing enhanced connectivity
with 04 Major Railway Station, 02
Airport, and 2 inland water way
thereby facilitating faster move-
ment of goods and passe-ngers

across the region.

Upon completion, the
project will play a pivotal
role in strategic conside-
rations, regional econo-
mic growth, strengthe-
ning connectivity betw-
een major economic ce-

| nters and opening new

avenues for trade and industrial
development. The project will also
generate approximately 80 Lakhs
person days of direct and indirect
employment, and will open new
avenues of growth, development
and prosperity in surrounding
regions.

ECoR Signs MoU with Bank of
India for Gomprehensive
Banking Benefits to Employees

Source/ECoR- East Coast Rail-
way today signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU)
with Bank of India (Bol) for
providing an enhanced salary
package with a wide range of
banking and welfare benefits for
its employees and their families.
The MoU signing ceremony was
held at Sabhagriha, Rail Sadan,
Bhubaneswar, in the presence of
senior officers of East Coast
Railway and repre-sentatives
from Bank of India.

Under this MoU, Bank of India will
extend several employee friendly
benefits, including unlimited free
ATM transactions, free demand
drafts, concessional locker ren-
tals, personal accident insur-
ance, educational grants for
wards, and health insurance
coverage with premium options,
aimed at ensuring greater finan-

cial security and convenience for
railway employees. Speaking on
the occasion, senior officials of
East Coast Railway highlighted
that the agreement reflects the
organisation’s continued commit-
ment towards employee welfare
and providing access to compre-
hensive financial services on
attractive terms. Officials from
Bank of India expressed their
appreciation for the association
with East Coast Railway and
reiterated the Bank’s commitment
to delivering efficient, technology
driven and employee centric
banking solutions.

The MoU is expected to benefit a
large number of serving railway
employees by offering improved
banking facilities and value added
services under a single salary
account framework.

ISRO Begins Installation of
Advanced Rail Track System
at Second Launch Complex

Source/RSB- ISRO has begun
inviting tenders for setting up a
modern rail track system at its
planned Second Launch Com-
plex in Tamil Nadu. The track
infrastructure will play a key role
in transporting and positioning
launch vehicles, especially for

small rocket missions. The Satish
Dhawan Space Centre is looking
for contractors to design, supply,
and install nearly 1,700 metres of
heavy-duty tracks to ensure
efficient movement of launch
equipment within the facility.

HBI. Engmeermg Secures 3575
Crore Order Ior KA\IAGH Systems

#.) Source/RSB-HBL Engineering
Limited has secured a significant
order valued at %575 crore from
Integral Coach Factory, Chennai.
The contract covers the supply,
testing, & commissioning of onboard
KAVACH equipment (Version 4.0).
The project is to be executed and
completed within a period of 12
months, as per the agreed timeline.
The order marks a notable develo-
pment for the company and rein-
forces its engagement in the supply
of advanced onboard Railway
systems.

NCRTC Signs MoU with SPA Delhi to Strengthen
Transit-Oriented Development Planning

Source/RSB-The National
Capital Region Transport Cor-
poration (NCRTC) has signed
a Memorandum of Understan-
ding (MoU) with the School of
Planning and Architecture,
New Delhi, to strengthen the
planning and implementation
of Transit Oriented Develop-
ment (TOD) zones across all
Namo Bharat corridors in the
National Capital Region
(NCR).

The MoU was formalised with
the Center of Excellence in
Urban Planning and Design at
SPA Delhi & aims to enhance
coordinated urban planning
initiatives along the Namo
Bharat network.

The agreement was signed in
the presence of Shri Shalabh
Goel, Managing Director,
NCRTC, and Prof. Dr. V.K.
Paul, Director, SPA Delhi.
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Source/DMRC- The Delhi Aerocity
Metro station on the Airport
Express Line is all set to become a
major interchange hub of the Delhi
Metro network as it is being
expanded to provide additional
connectivity to the Tughlakabad —
Aerocity Golden Line corridor,
being constructed as part of
Phase 4. Recently, approval has
also been received for the exten-
sion of this corridor from Aerocity
till Terminal 1 1GI Airport station
(2.263 kms). In the future, the
station will also have the provision
of being turned into a triple inter-
change, as the National Capital
Region Transport Corporation
(NCRTC) will have interchange
facilities at Delhi Aerocity for its
proposed corridor to Alwar. The
new Delhi Aerocity Metro station
will have platform-to-platform (for
one side) as well as concourse-to-
concourse paid area connectivity
between the Airport Express Line
and the Golden Line. The platform
will come up at a depth of appro-
ximately 22 metres. The new
station for the Golden Line will be
significantly longer, at approxi-
mately 290 metres, to accomm-

DELHI AEROCITY METRO STATION ON THE
AIRPORT EXPRESS LINE TO BECOME
A MAJOR INTERGHANGE HUB

odate the interchange require-
ments. Generally, the length of an
interchange station is about 260
metres. As per the alignment
planned, the Golden Line and the
proposed NCRTC corridor will
cross each other almost diagonally.
The necessary structural provi-
sions for the construction of the
NCRTC platform shall be kept in
the station for its future integration.
This new interchange facility will be
a major connectivity boost for
various areas of south Delhi, which
will be connected by the Aerocity —
Tughlakabad Metro corridor. Areas
such as Tughlakabad, Ambedkar
Nagar, Khanpur, etc will have quick
access to all terminals of the Indira
Gandhi International Airport.

Now with the approval to the
extension of the Golden Line till
Terminal 1 IGI Airport station of
Magenta Line, passengers trave-
ling from many south Delhi areas
will have direct access to the
Terminal 1 of the airport. Passe-
ngers from Terminal 1D will also be
able to take the Airport Line from
Aerocity through Metro by taking
the Golden Line from Terminal 1 |Gl
Airport till Aerocity.

WESTERN RAILWAY COMMISSIONS KAVACH
4.0 on VIRAR-SURAT-VADODARA SECTION

Train No. 20907 Dadar—Bhuj Sayajinagri Express becomes
the first KAVACH equipped train to be run from Mumbai

Maijor Leap in Train Safety as Indigenous
Protection System Goes Live for Passenger Services
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Source/WR- Reinforcing its unwa-
vering commitment to passenger
safety and operational excellence,
Western Railway has commi-
ssioned KAVACH Version 4.0, the
indigenously developed train
protection system, for passenger
services over the 344 km Virar—
Surat-Vadodara section. on 30th
January, 2026 a historic milestone
was achieved with Train No. 20907,
Dadar-Bhuj Sayajinagri Express,
becoming the first KAVACH equi-
pped train to run from Mumbai. This
marks a significant step in the
deployment of advanced safety
technology over the Western Rail-
way network.

According to a press release
issued by the Chief Public Rela-
tions Officer of Western Railway,
the KAVACH technology has been
commissioned over 344 km of the
Virar—Surat-Vadodara section.

Over this corridor, KAVACH has
been implemented covering 49
stations, supported by 57 radio
communication towers, and about
700 km of optical fibre cable.
KAVACH acts as an additional
layer of safety to minimize risks
arising from human error by preve-
nting signal passing at danger,
over-speeding and collisions, while
also enhancing operational safety
during adverse weather and low-
visibility conditions through fea-
tures such as auto-whistling at
level crossings and in-cab signal
aspect repetition.

Shri Vineet further stated that
KAVACH technology, developed
indigenously by Indian Railways, is
a technologically advanced and
cost-effective safety solution,
symbolising Atmanirbhar Bharat in
railway safety systems. In addition
to the sections already commis-

sioned, KAVACH works is progre-
ssing rapidly on several other
sections of Western Railway
covering 2667 route kilometres, at
an approximate cost of 31435
crore. Apart from this, further
works on 2476 route kilometres
have been proposed for sanction,
highlighting the scale and mom-
entum of the programme. With
phased execution underway,
Western Railway is steadily mov-
ing towards extending KAVACH
across its entire Broad Gauge
network, reaffirming its long-term
commitment to comprehensive
rail safety enhancement. With
sustained progress in deploying
advanced safety systems across
its network, Western Railway
continues to move decisively
towards building a safer, more
reliable and future-ready railway
system for the nation.

SOURCE/RSB Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Union Minister for
Railways, Information & Broad-
casting and Electronics & Infor-
mation Technology, inaugurated
the Siuri Road Over Bridge,
dedicated the Kumarpur Road
Over Bridge to the Nation and
flagged off the new Asansol-
Bokaro train service through
Video Conferencing, along with
Shri Suvendu Adhikari, Leader of
the Opposition, West Bengal
Legislative Assembly on Feb 8th.
Shri Anup Kumar Saha, Hon’ble
MLA, Shri Jagannath Chatto-
padhyay and other dignitaries
were also present at Siuri on this
occasion. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw
stated that these projects mark a
significant step towards streng-
thening rail infrastructure, enhan-
cing safety and improving regi-
onal connectivity in West Bengal
and adjoining areas. Hon’ble
Railway Minister Shri Vaishnaw
mentioned that this year a record
budget allocation of Rs. 14,205
crores has been allocated for
Railway in West Bengal which is
more than 3 times than the
average allocation during previ-
ous regime. He also mentioned
that Railway Projects worth about
Rs. 92,000 crore is continuing in
West Bengal which will facilitate
infrastructural transformation in
this State. He mentioned that
recently Hon’ble Prime Minister
has initiated more than a dozen of

new trains to facilitate enhan-
cement in rail connectivity for the
people of West Bengal. It is men-
tioned worthy that the first Vande
Bharat Sleeper train started run-
ning from West Bengal and simil-
arly first Amrit Bharat train was also
started from West Bengal. This
indicated the visionary initiative of
‘Purvoday’ taken by Hon’ble Prime
Minister towards development of
this region. Shri Vaishnaw, Hon’ble
Railway Minister also mentioned
that the first Bullet Train for West
Bengal has been announced in
this year’s Rail Budget and this
Bullet Train will start from
Siliguri. At the same time,
Hon’-ble Prime Minister
has approvd for an
East-West freight
corridor

conne-

cting West

Bengal with

Gujarat. Another
initiative is being
taken for cons-

truction of an

undergroun

d rail corridor at the Chicken-Neck
part of North Bengal as a strategic
step for safe and secured trans-
portation.

Shri Vaishnaw, Hon’ble Railway
Minister said that though Union
Government is taking all round
initiatives for development of West
Bengal but the lack of support and
apathy of West Bengal Govern-
ment is foiling those initiatives. He

mentioned
that Union
Government
has taken initi-
atives for com-
pletion of 17
Railway
Projects
in

West Bengal for improving connec-
tivity but the State Government
should come forward to cooperate
in completion of these projects.
Shri Vaishnaw urged for coope-
ration from State Government for
completion of Railway Projects for
the betterment of the people of
West Bengal. Speaking on the
occasion at Siuri, Shri Suvendu
Adhikari remarked that the inaugu-
ration of these projects represents

a major milestone in strengt-
hening rail infrastructure,
enhancing public safety
and improving regional
connectivity across West
Bengal and its adjoining
areas. He observed that the
people of Siuri and the surro-
unding regions will be imme-
nsely benefitted, as the new
facilities will substantially ease
daily commuting, minimize long-
standing traffic bottle-necks and
reduce travel delays.
The newly constructed Road
Over Bridge in lieu of Level Cros-
sing No. 22B/T near Siuri
Railway Station has been
completed at a project
cost of Rs 42 crore. The
bridge will remove long
waiting time at the level
crossing and ensure

faster, safer and

smoother daily travel for residents
of Siuri and adjoining areas. It will
significantly enhance safety by
eliminating a busy crossing, reduce
congestion around Siuri station
and improve mobility for students,
workers and local commuters. The
ROB will also enable uninterr-
upted movement of emergency
vehicles during critical situations.
Another major infrastructure

MAJOR RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE BOOST FOR BENGAL, EXPANDS REGIONAL RAIL NETWORK

addition is the Road Over Bridge
at Kumarpur in lieu of Level
Crossing No. 1Spl/E between
Barachak & Hirapur Yard Line,
constructed at a cost of Rs 55
crore. Located on the important
GT Road corridor, it serves as a
key link between Asansol city,
large parts of Paschim Bardh-
aman district and Jharkhand. The
bridge will facilitate faster and
smoother movement of trade and
traffic within the state and with
neighbouring states, enhance
safety on a heavily used route and
reduce congestion around Asan-
sol, improving daily commuting for
local residents.
On the same occasion, the new
train service between Asansol &
Bokaro Steel City was flagged off,
strengthening connectivity bet-
ween two major steel hubs of the
country. The service will bene-
fit industrial workers, daily
commuters and local resi-
dents. Running via Paschim
Bardhaman and Purulia
districts of West Bengal and
Bokaro district of Jharkhand,
the train will enhance both intra-
state and inter-state mobility and
support regional economic and
social connectivity. In the inau-
gural run Asansol — Bokaro Steel
City MEMU Inaugural Special was
scheduled to leave Asansol at
17:00 hrs on 08.02.2026 to reach
Bokaro Steel City at 21:45 hrs on
the same day.
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Ministry of Railways Approves 3421.41 Grore for

Major Siqnaling Upgrades in Northern Railway
New Electronic Interlocking Systems to he installed at 34 Stations

across Delhi and Ambala Divisions to hoost safety and efficiency

Source/NR- The Ministry of Rail-
ways has accorded its approval
for two significant infrastructure
projects under Northern Railway
(NR), aimed at modernizing sig-
naling systems and enhancing
safety on High Density (HDN) and
Highly Used Networks (HUN). The
total sanctioned cost for these
projects stands at ¥421.41 Crore.
The projects involve the Provision
of Electronic Interlocking at
stations where the indigenous
"Kavach" automatic train prote-
ction system is sanctioned. This
upgrade is critical for synchro-
nizing modern signaling with the

Kavach technology, ensuring safer
train operations and higher thro-
ughputon busy routes.

The Hon’ble Minister of Railways
has approved the following two
itemized works:

Delhi Division (DLI): Provision of
Electronic Interlocking at 21
stations on HDN/HUN routes. Cost:
3292.24 Cr.

Ambala Division (UMB): Prov-
ision of Electronic Interlocking at 13
stations on HDN/HUN routes. Cost:
129.17Cr.

These works have been sanctioned
against the sub-umbrella work for
Northern Railway (valued at%1,547

Cr), which falls under the larger
umbrella approval in the Works,
Machinery & Rolling Stock Pro-
gramme (Pink Book) 2024-25.

The transition to Electronic Inter-
locking (El) represents a significant
leap in railway safety. Unlike tradi-
tional mechanical interlocking, El
utilizes computer-based systems to
control signals and points, virtually
eliminating the possibility of human
error. By implementing El on routes
already sanctioned for Kavach,
Northern Railway is creating a
robust, fail-safe network capable of
handling increased traffic density
with maximum safety.

MAJOR MILESTONE ACHIEVED BY Al-POWERED RAIL
ROBOCGOP “ASC ARJUN" AT \IISAKHAPATNAM STATION

Source/PIB- Visakhapatnam
Railway Station has achieved a
significant milestone in streng-
thening passenger security with
the successful real-time identifi-
cation and apprehension of hab-
itual offenders through the Al-
powered Facial Recognition
System (FRS) of Rail Robocop
“ASCArjun.”

On the night of 02.02.2026 at
about 20:10 hrs, Rail Robocop
“ASC Arjun,” deployed for survei-
llance and patrolling, detected a
suspect by matching his facial
image with the pre-loaded data-
base of known criminals. The
system immediately alerted the
RPF CCTV Control Room, Visa-
khapatnam. Upon receipt of the
alert, the on-duty CCTV staff
Head Constable B.S. Narayana
analysed the live CCTV feed and
promptly informed the on-duty
officer Sub Inspector V. Keerthi
Reddy along with the Crime
Prevention Detention Squad
(CPDS) team of Waltair Division,
who were present at the station.
Acting swiftly on the alert, the
team conducted a coordinated
check and successfully appre-
hended a habitual offender,
Hadapa Shiva (39 years) and his
associate G. Bhangaru.

Both individuals failed to produce
any valid journey tickets and were
brought to the RPF Post, Visakha-
patnam for further action. Verifi-
cation of their antecedents revealed
that both persons are hardcore
habitual offenders with extensive
criminal histories registered at
Rayagada Police Station, involving
multiple serious offences such as
theft, robbery, dacoity, assault, and
arms-related cases over several
years. The apprehension was
immediately informed to GRP
Visakhapatnam, and further joint
interrogation was conducted by
RPF, GRP and their teams. After

detailed enquiry, it was concluded
that the suspects had entered the
station area without valid authority
and were detected at the entry
stage itself by the Al-enabled Facial
Recognition System of Rail Robo-
cop “ASCArjun.”

As both offenders were found
travelling without tickets, they were
dealt with under the provisions of
the Indian Railways Act, 1989
(Amended 2003). The matter was
also intimated to Rayagada Police
for further necessary action. Appr-
aising the achievement of Rail
Robocop ASC Arjun, the General
Manager, East Coast Railway, Shri
Parmeshwar Funkwal, said that the
incident proved to be an effective
technological intervention in enhan-
cing passenger security. The Rob-
ocop ASC Arjun at Visakhapatnam
Railway station, played a sign-
ificant role in identifying and recog-
nizing habitual offenders by levera-
ging advanced surveillance and
artificial intelligence—based analy-
tics, thereby assisting railway sec-
urity agencies in timely action.
Encouraged by the positive results
at Visakhapatnam Railway Station,
East Coast Railway will continue to
explore and expand the use of such
advanced security solutions for the
benefit of passengers, he added.

India’s First LNG-Diesel Hybrid Rail Engine
Rolled Out in Gujarat to Drive Green Mnhllnv

Source/RSB-In a
significant move to
promote greener and
more sustainable rail
operations, Indian
Railways has intro-
duced the country’s
first LNG-Diesel dual-
fuel DEMU train at
Sabarmati in Ahme-
dabad. As part of the
initiative, the driving
power cars of the
1,400 HP DEMU have
been modified to operate on a
dual-fuel system, enabling the use
of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) to
substitute nearly 40 per cent of
conventional diesel consumption.
Ahmedabad Divisional Railway
Manager Ved Prakash informed
that the retrofitted power cars
have successfully completed field
trials of more than 2,000 kilo-
metres. The train is now running in

regular passenger service without
any operational issues.

He highlighted that the dual-fuel
system is expected to deliver both
environmental and economic
advantages. The adoption of LNG
will lead to a considerable reduction
in carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxide
emissions, contributing to improved
air quality along railway corridors.

Certificates awarded to teachers after a
five-day training at Chetna Training Genter run

by BLW Women Wella

re orgamzalmn in BLW.

Source/RSB- At the
Chetna Training Center
operated by the Women
Welfare Organization in
BLW (Banaras Loco-
motive Works), a five-
day training program on ||
Childhood Testing, Ass-
essment and Manage- [
ment was organized
from 16 to 22 January
2026. Upon successful
completion of the program, certi-
ficates were awarded to all partici-
pating teachers on 27 January
2026 by the Nai Subah organi-
zation. The President of the BLW
Women Welfare Organization,
Mrs. Monika Srivastava, prese-
nted appreciation certificates to all
trainers. On this occasion, uni-
forms were distributed to all teac-
hers and staff working at the Che-
tna Training Center, and sweets
were distributed to the trainees.
Thereafter, Mrs. Monika Sriv-
astava also distributed uniforms to
the teachers & staff of Bal Niketan
School & the Créche, and sweets

to the children. Present on the occ-
asion were Vice President of the
Women Welfare Organization Mrs.
Gauri Srivastava; Mrs. Gurmeet

Kaur; Treasurer, Mrs. Shweta
Srivastava; Secretary Mrs. Ritika
Singh; Mrs. Shikha Jain; Mrs. Anju
Gupta; Mrs. Rakhi Gupta; Mrs.
Hansa; and Mrs. Anuja Khare.The
objective of this training program
was to provide teachers with an in-
depth understanding of child deve-
lopment, acquaint them with adva-
nced techniques related to assess-
ment & management, and empower
them to better understand the educ-
ational & mental needs of children.

Integral Coach Factory Achieves Historic
Milestone with the Rollout of its 80,000th Goach

Source/RSB- Integral Coach
Factory (ICF), the world’s largest
coach-producing factory and the
premier production unit of Indian
Railways, has achieved a historic
milestone by rolling out its 80,000th
coach since its inception in 1955.
Over the past seven decades, ICF
has been a cornerstone of India’s
rolling stock programme, con-
sistently setting benchmarks in
design, technology, and production
excellence.

The milestone coach, part of the
prestigious Amrit Bharat Coach
series, marks a significant achieve-
ment in ICF’s journey of innovation
and growth. ICF has also esta-
blished a global footprint by expor-
ting coaches to several countries
acrossAsia and Africa.

From manufacturing conventional
passenger coaches, ICF has
evolved into a centre of excellence
for advanced rolling stock, including
EMU and DEMU trains, Air-
Conditioned EMUs, High-Speed
Accident Relief Trains, luxury tourist

coaches such as the Maharaja’s
Express and Golden Chariot,
Vistadome coaches, and metro
coaches for Kolkata Metro.
Building on this legacy, ICF is
spearheading the production of
Vande Bharat trainsets and
developing new variants such as
Amrit Bharat Coaches, Namo
Bharat Rapid Rail, and Vande
Bharat sleeper trainsets.

The focus remains on enhancing
passenger comfort, aesthetics,
and quality while integrating
cutting-edge technology. ICF has
earned numerous accolades for
its contributions to quality, environ-
mental sustainability, and social
responsibility.

On this occasion, Shri U. Subba
Rao, General Manager/ICF,
congratulated all employees since
the inception, praising their
dedication and stating that the
milestone reflects ICF’s enduring
spirit of innovation and its vital role
in shaping the future of Indian
Railways.

RailOne App to he the Unified Platform for Passenger Services
UTS-on-Mohile App to he Decommissioned from 1st March 2026

Source/RSB- The UTSonMobile
App (UTS App) will be decommi-
ssioned with effect from 01.03.
2026. The decommissioning of the
UTS App in a phased manner as
detailed below:

In the initial phase, season ticket
booking/renewal and new user
registration were disabled on the
UTS App. Subsequently, platform
ticket booking and R-Wallet top-up
functionalities have also been
disabled, though the application
continues to remain available on
the App Store. It is further clarified
that users who download or update
the latest version of the UTS App

RailOne

will not be permitted to book
platform tickets or recharge the R-
Wallet through the UTS App.
Important Clarification on R-
Wallet Balance

Railway passengers are hereby
assured that the existing R-Wallet
balance of users on the UTS App will

remain completely safe and
secure. The available R-Wallet
balance will not lapse or be
forfeited due to the decomm-
issioning of the UTS App. The
balance will be available for use on
the RailOne App.

Passengers are advised to down-
load and use the RailOne App,
which will be the single, unified and
official mobile platform for ticketing
and passenger services. RailOne
App offers Unreserved, Season
and Platform ticketing, along with
access to reserved ticketing ser-
vices, through a single, user-frien-
dly interface.

Salient features of RailOne App

e Passengers can book reserved tickets, unreserved e Passengers can conveniently Track PNR status

tickets & platform tickets effortlessly from one app.
e The booking process is simple and secure, with

(Confirmed/RAC/Waitlisted).
ations and monitor refund status-all in one place.

Manage cancell-

multiple payment options including UPI, debit/ e RailOne enables passengers to order food directly

credit cards, R-wallet and net banking.

to their seats from IRCTC-approved vendors.

Live train running status, delays and updated e Complaints, feedback & service requests can be

arrival/departure timings, real-time coach position
and platform information help passengers board

trains with ease.

support.

lodged easily through integrated RailMadad




IRCTC launches new Rail-Based
Tourism Gircuit for the Eastern part of India
titled “Divine East Temple Tour”.

Tour itinerary covering Varanasi, Kolkata, Gangasagar, Puri, Bhubaneswar,
Konark, Chilika and Baidyanath Dham (Jyotirlinga) in 10 days.

Bharat Gaurav Deluxe Tourist Train will depart from Delhi
Safdarjung Railway Station on March 09, 2026.

The prominent
heritage sites,
temples and beaches
along with a holy dip

at Gangasaga': are ndian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation Ltd. Udayagiri and Khandagiri Caves, the Konark Sun
the key attractions (IRCTC), a Navratna Public Sector Enterprise under Temple (UNESCO World Heritage Site) and much more.
of this tour. the Ministry of Railways, Government of India, has The final spiritual destination of the tour is Baidyanath

introduced a new tourism circuit titled “Divine East
Temple Tour” on its Bharat Gaurav Deluxe Tourist Train.
The thoughtfully curated 10-day rail-based journey offers
devotees and travelers a unique opportunity to visit some
of the most revered pilgrimage destinations along with
culturally rich heritage sites across Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal, Odisha and Jharkhand.

The journey will begin from Delhi Safdarjung and would
cover Varanasi, Kolkata, Gangasagar, Puri,
Bhubaneswar, Konark, Chilika and Baidyanath Dham
before returning back to Delhi. The significant sites that
shall be toured are Kashi Vishwanath Temple
(Jyotirlinga) and Ganga Aarti at Varanasi, followed by a
visit to the cultural capital of India, Kolkata, covering
landmarks such as Victoria Memorial and other city
attractions and significant temples like Kali Ghat (Shakti
Peeth) and Dakshineshwar Kali Mandir. Day Excursion
of the sacred shores of Gangasagar, including a holy dip
at the Sagar Sangam and darshan at Kapil Muni Temple
is the main attraction of this tour. The journey continues
to Puri, offering darshan at the revered Shri Jagannath
Temple, along with a tour of the comprehensive Odisha
circuit including Bhubaneswar, Dhauli Shanti Stupa,

Dham (Deoghar), one of the twelve Jyotirlingas of Lord
Shiva, before returning to Delhi Safdarjung on 18th
March 2026, marking the conclusion of a memorable and
spiritually enriching journey.

The all-inclusive tour offering of IRCTC is a perfect
mélange of religious and leisure tourism and is aimed at
providing passengers with a seamless, safe and
enriching travel experience. The Bharat Gaurav Deluxe
Tourist Train is equipped with modern amenities such as
well-appointed cabins in AC Ill, AC Il & AC | category,
onboard restaurants serving hygienic vegetarian meals,
enhanced safety and security features and dedicated
tour managers. IRCTC has launched this special train
tour at a price of Rs. 1,06,940/-per person for 1AC class,
Rs. 98,925/- for 2AC and Rs. 79,285/- for 3 AC Class.
Package Price covers train journey in AC classes,
Accommodation in AC Hotels, all meals (VEG ONLY), all
transfer & sight-seeing in AC Vehicles, Travel Insurance
and services of IRCTC Tour Managers etc. Bookings for
the Divine East Temple Tour are open on IRCTC'’s
tourism portal and through authorized IRCTC tourism
offices across the country.

For further details, itinerary, and booking information, passengers

- may visit www.irctctourism.combharatgaurav or contact on

. Mobile no. 8287930299 (Prafulla), 8287930484 (Subhasree), 8287930032
(Abhishek), 8595931047 (Monika) and 8882826357 (Praneet).




