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New S0S Feature nlms to Make Mumbai's Local Trains Safer for Women

\\ Central Railway and Yatri App introduce a technology-driven emergency
response system with automatic location and journey tracking.

Source/RSB- Central Railway's Railway Protection Force in
collaboration with the Yatri App launched the SOS Safety
feature in Yatri App, on 23.06.2026, to enhance the security
of Women commuters on Mumbai's suburban network,

The feature was officially inaugurated at a launch event on
23.06.2026, at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus
(CSMT) railway station The Divisional Security Commi-
ssioner (DSC), Mumbai Division Central Railway, Senior
Officers of Central Railway, Founder and Co-Founders of -
Yatri App staff of Central Railway and Yatri App were also
present during the event.

Mumbai's local railway network is one of the largest and
busiest in the world, serving lakhs of women commuters
every day. The S0OS feature provides these commuters with a
direct, technology powered link to the RPF in moments of
distress while travelling on local trains, platforms, foot-over
bridges (FOBs), or station areas. Upon activation, the feature
autornatically shares the commuter’s live location and key

| journey details including train number, route, rake infor-

mation, and nearest stations to enable faster identification
and a more effective response.

The S0S feature of the Yatri App provides faster access to
help with reduced effort in communicating location during
emergencies, and an added layer of safety during late-night
and early-morning journeys.

It also enables the RPF get real-time access to the

to improved field coordination and significantly reduced
emergency response times.

This initiative marks a significant step towards technology-
driven policing and passenger safety on Mumbai's suburban
system. Central Railway reiterates its commitment to
ensuring safe travel for women and remains dedicated to
ensuring a safe, secure and comfortable travel experience
for all passengers

How the S0S Feature Works

e Targeted Visibility: The SOS icon is visible only to
users who have selected female as their gender
profile in the Yatri app.

e Night time Security: The feature is actively
monitored and operational daily from 10:00 PM to
6:00 AM.

» Accidental Protection: A 5 second cancellation
window helps prevent accidental alerts.

e Automated Data Sharing: Unlike traditional
emergency helplines, no manual location sharing is
required. once triggered, the alert instantly securely
transmits live location, train number, route, rake
information, and nearest stations straight to the RPF
Control Room.

/  commuter's precise train-specific data and location, leading

Northern Railway Installs 500 Free Sanitary | Bahy Python rescued from Train

Napkin Vending Machines at 179 Stations

Source/RSB- In a significant initiative to improve
women's hygiene and menstrual health facilities,
telecom infrastructure company Indus Towers, in
partnership with Northern Railway, has installed 500
sanitary napkin vending machines under its CSR
programme, Mari Samman. The machines have
been deployed across 175 railway stations in the
Delhi, Firozpur, Ambala, Moradabad and Lucknow
divisions. Equipped with loT enabled monitoring
systems, they provide free sanitary napkins to
women passengers round the clock, helping
address an essential hygiene need during travel.

The initiative aims to make railway stations more

women friendly while promoting menstrual hygiene
awareness and improving access to basic
healthcare amenities in public spaces. According to
the release, the vending machines have dispensed
approximately 3 crore sanitary napkins to date,
highlighting the scale and impact of the programme.
The facility is expected to benefit thousands of
women travellers by ensuring convenient access to
sanitary products during journeys, particularly in
emergency situations and on long distance routes.
The initiative is also expected to enhance passenger
convenience and support women'’s health and well-
being across the railway network.

Embark on a Divine Journey with
IRGTC's "Kashi Tirtha Yatra

Source/RSB=-
announced an exclusive Bharat Gaurav Tourist Train tour titled "Kashi Tirtha Yatra", covering the sacred
destinations of Gaya, Kashi (Varanasi), Prayagraj and Ayodhya in an 08 Nights / 09 Days pilgrimage
package.This comprehensive 9 day religious and cultural tour spans from September 9 to September 17,
2026, taking travelers on a sacred round trip journey from Tirunelveli to India's iconic spiritual hubs,
including Gaya, Varanasi, Ayodhya, and Prayagraj With the composition of 1- AC Two Tier Coach, 7-AC

Three Tier Coaches, 3- Sleeper Class Coaches, 1-

"The Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC)/Southern Zone, has

Pantry car & 2- Luggage cum Brake Vans, Bharat

Gaurav Train (S£BG43) "Kashi Tirth Yatra” will commence service from Tiruenelveli on 09th September,
2026 (Wednesday) via Virudunagar, Madurai, Dindigul, Trichy, Vriddhachalam, Villupuram, Chengalpattu
and Chennai. The return journey will commence on 15th September, 2026 to reach Tirunelveli on 17th
September, 2026The train will have stoppages at Virudunagar, Madurai, Dindigul, Trichy, Vriddhachalam,
Villupuram, Chengalpattu and Chennai for boarding and deboarding with destination stoppages at Gaya,

Varanasi, Ayodhya and Prayagraj

Source/RSB=- An Indian Rock baby Python was rescued from the
Loco of Train no 12052 Madgaon CSMT Janshatabdi Express on
platform no 11 at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus on
24.06.2026.

On 24.06.2026 Shri N K Parsoya, Loco Pilot of Loco no. 22936/SRC/
CAB2/WAP4 of Train no. 12052 Madgaon CSMT Janshatabdi
Express, after arrival of train at CSMT PF no. 11 at 00:45 hrs noticed a
baby python in CAB no.2 (working Mumbai end cab) and informed
his reliever Loco Pilot, Shri Omprakash Ram.

All concerned officials were also informed and soon Shri Abhishek
Ashok Thavre, Honorary Animal Welfare Officer, Maharashtra State,
rushed to the scene. Taking appropriate precautions, the baby
python was safely rescued around 1:40 hrs ensuring that railway
operations continued without disruption. It was later set free in its
natural habitat.

The Indian Rock Python, found in India, is a non-venomous snake
and a protected species under the Indian Wildlife Protection Act. It
plays a crucial role in maintaining the ecological balance of the food
chain.

The current period marks the time when python eggs hatch and the
young emerge. With the onset of the monsoon in Mumbai and across
Maharashtra, wildlife often seeks shelter in human settlements or
other seemingly safe locations. It is speculated that this python
hatchling entered the railway engine seeking shelter or protection
from the rain and was transported to the location in this manner.

Such incidents can occur during the monsoon or at any othertime. In
such situations, citizens should not panic or attempt to catch or kill the
snake; instead, they should immediately contact the Forest
Department or trained snake rescuers. It is essential to carry out
rescues in a manner that ensures both wildlife conservation and
human safety.

Central Railway commends the swift alertness of its locomotive crew
and the timely assistance of the Animal Welfare Officer, which
ensured a successful rescue with zero impact on train operations.
This incident highlights Central Railway’'s ongoing commitment to
safety, guick crisis response, and the preservation of wildlife.
Passengers and citizens are reminded to remain vigilant during the
monsoon season and to promptly report any wildlife sightings to
railway authorities or forest officials to ensure proper and safe
handling.

Modern Food Plaza Launched at
Visakhapatnam Railway Station
to Enhance I’assenger Exnerlence

Source/RSB=- A modern|
Food Plaza for rail users was |,
inaugurated on Platform No. |
1 of Visakhapatnam Railway [=
Station on Thursday. The
facility, awarded by the Indian
Railway Catering and Tou-|
rism Corporation (IRCTC) to L
Sri Sai Enterprises, is des-§i :
igned to provide a state-of- &
the-art dining experience for
passengers.

The plaza has seating for more than 100 people and includes both air-
conditioned and non air conditioned dining areas. According to
officials, it is equipped with modern amenities and aims to offer
hygienic, quality food options to meet the diverse preferences of
rail users.
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Source/RSB- Indian Railways has implemented revised penalties for a wide range
of passenger and railway related offences with effect from 20 June 2026,
introducing stricter fines for violations ranging from ticketless travel and

In Effect: Indian
Rallways Revises
Fines for Multiple
Passenger Offences

s A Ts
~ I.'“w : lEF {’”‘-‘f’ ¢

T

Penalties introduced from 20 June 2026 include:

unauthorized entry into reserved coaches to trespassing, illegal hawking, smoking, 1) Travelling without ticket-500/- 9) Disobedience to drivers &

and carrying prohibited goods. The revised penalty structure is intended to promote ~ 2) Travelling on another’s ticket- 500/~ conductors- Iﬁﬂﬂ."r' e
greater passenger discipline, discourage violations of railway rules, ensure  3) lllegal hawking=2000/- 10) Travelling in ;:&gf coach by ma
smoother train operations, safeguard railway property, and enhance the safety, 4y prunkenness & nuisance=1000/- 11 ga-ls-.senge;s- daci 3 tion= 500/
security, and comfort of passengers across the railway network. The move also 5) Abusivel 1000/ ) i ?na ol chise 7 s
seeks to reduce incidents that disrupt railway services and improve compliance ) sl .anguag.a- ) HE :

with existing regulations. Railway authorities have appealed to passengers to  6) Obstruction to railway staff duty-2500/- 12) Carrying offensive goods- 10000/
familiarize themselves with the revised penalties, strictly follow railway rules during  7) Tresspassing=-500/- 13) Defm:!ng public notices- 2000/-
their journey, and extend full cooperation to Ticket Travelling Examiners (TTEs)and ~ g) Refusal to deboard reserved coach ) >moKing-2000/

Railway Protection Force (RPF) personnel during ticket inspections, security
checks, and other enforcement drives conducted across stations and trains.

without valid ticket=2000/=

IRCTC Chairman & MD Sanjay Kumar Jain
Resigns, Railwaysto nnnomt Interim Chief

Source/RSB= Sanjay Kumar Jain, Chairman
and Managing Director of Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism Corporation, has
resigned from his position citing personal
reasons and will step down with effect from
July 20. According to a regulatory filing,
IRCTC received a communication from the
Ministry of Railways on June 23 conveying
approval of the competent authority for Jain's
resignation through a letter dated June 22,
The Ministry also informed the company that
orders regarding the assignment of additional charge of the CMD post will be issued
separately. In his resignation, Jain cited personal reasons and acknowledged the
contributions of employees and stakeholders to the company's growth. He also
highlighted IRCTC's transformation from a Mini Ratna to a Navratna public sector
enterprise and its elevation from a Schedule ‘B’ to a Schedule ‘A’ Central Public Sector
Enterprise during his tenure.

RUNL CMD Saleem Ahmad Gets
Additional Charge llf IRCON

Source/RSB= Saleem Ahmad, Chairman
and Managing Director (CMD) of Rail Vikas
Migam Ltd (RVNL), has been entrusted with
the additional charge of CMD of IRCON
International Ltd for a period of one year,
according to a Ministry of Railways order.
The appointment follows the retirement of
incumbent IRCON CMD Hari Mohan Gupta,
who superannuates on June 30. An order [
issued by the Ministry of Railways on June
23 confirmed the arrangement. As per the
order, Ahmad will hold additional charge of IRCON for one year from the date he
assumes office, or until a reqular CMD is appointed, or until further orders whichever is
earlier.

With the appointment, Ahmad becomes the head of two major railway public sector
undertakings simultaneously. Officials said the move is intended to ensure continuity in
IRCON's operations while the government identifies a permanent appointee.

Advancing Railway Safety: RDS0 and ARAI Conduct
Full-Scale Crashworthiness Test of LHB Coaches

Source/RSB- The Rese-
arch Designs and Stand-
ards Organisation (RDSO),
in collaboration with ARAI
Pune, successfully cond-
ucted a full-scale crashwor-
thiness test of LHB coaches
at its dedicated crash test
facility on 24 June 2026. The
test involved one LSL-RD
coach and one LWSPP
coach.

Conducted in accordance with the international standard EN 15227, the test aimed to
validate the crashworthy design features of the coaches and generate critical data on
coach behaviour during collisions.

The findings will help strengthen future railway coach designs, improve passenger
safety, and support the development of safer rolling stock for Indian Railways. Such
tests play an important role in validating crashworthy design features and generating
engineering data to support the development of safer railway coaches.
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GM South Coast Railway Reviews
Zone-Wide Safety Preparedness, Focuses
on Passenger Security

Source/RSB- General Manager of South Coast
Railway, Shri Sandeep Mathur, conducted a
comprehensive review of safety preparedness
across the railway zone with Principal Heads of
Departments and Divisional Railway Managers from
i all four divisions. The meeting focused on improving
punctuality, strengthening safety and security
measures, and ensuring resilient and seamless train
operations across the network.
During the review, special emphasis was placed on
the safety and security of passengers both onboard
trains and at railway stations. Reaffirming South
Coast Railway's commitment to operational
— excellence, Shri Sandeep Mathur highlighted the
importance of maintaining the highest standards of safety, security, and passenger
service to ensure a safe and reliable travel experience for passengers.
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