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Source/RSB- A historic milestone has
been achieved with the sanctioning of
the railway link to Talwandi Sabo, the
sacred land of Takht Sri Damdama
Sahib-one of the five Takhts of
Sikhism. Sharing this moment with
pride, Union Minister of State for
Railways & Food Processing Indus-

tries, S. Ravneet Singh, announced in
Bathinda that this project is not merely‘
about building a railway line—it
represents faith, pride, and long-
overdue justice for Punjab. With this 8

development, Takht Sri Damdama
Sahib will now be connected by rail to
the other four Takhts, marking a
significant step in strengthening
religious and regional connectivity.
The Raman Mandi-Sadda Singh-
wala New Broad Gauge Rail Line
Project is a major infrastructure initi-
ative under the Mansa-Bathinda
Doubling Project. Spanning 42.9 km,
the project will cost ¥1118.47 crore,
with an average cost of ¥26.07 crore
per kilometer. It will cover the districts

Indian railways sanction historic Talwandi
Sabo rail link to Takht Sri Damdama Sahib,
now joining all the flve takhts

six stations—two existing and four new
ones: Laleana, Talwandi Sabo, Jaga
Ram Tirath, Kamalu Sawaich, along
with a junction cabin at Kamalu
Sawaich.

Designed as a completely level

crossing-free rail link, the project will rail,

WR commissions Gati Shakti
Cargo Terminal at Gangadhra

Source/RSB- Westernf
Railway has operatlonallzed ptg
a new Gati Shakti Cargo|
Terminal at Gangadhra, |
marking a significant advan- |
cement in regional freight
infrastructure. The terminal |
was commissioned by Shri f
Pradeep Kumar, General g
Manager of Western Rail-
way, who also flagged off the first container train from the facility,
signaling the start of operations.

Spread across more than 44,000 square meters and developed
entirely on Western Railway land, the terminal is designed to enhance
logistics efficiency, particularly for Surat's key cement and textile
industries. The facility is expected to streamline cargo handling and
improve supply chain performance in the region.

By shifting a substantial portion of freight movement from road to

-_____

feature two major bridges, one
additional major bridge component, 56
minor bridges, and 55 road under
bridges (RUBs). It will also be equipped
with 2x25 KV electric traction and the
advanced MACLS-Ill signaling system.
Speaking on the occasion, Ravneet
Singh questioned the past govern-

the project is set to reduce road congestion and lower

environmental impact. Addit-
ionally, the diversion of heavy
cargo to rail networks is expe-
cted to free up track capacity
for faster and more efficient
passenger train operations,
contributing to an overall imp-
rovement in railway service
delivery.

Natguration

ments in Punjab, stating that despite

decades of rule by Congress,
followed by AAP and the Shiromani
Akali Dal, meaningful infrastructure
development and respect for Sikh
heritage were neglected. He
emphasized that while these parties
used faith and emotions for political
gain, they failed to deliver concrete
results—such as connecting all five
Takhts by rail.

He concluded by thanking the
current leadership under Prime

of Mansa and Bathinda and is expected to
significantly enhance transportation and regional
development.The project requires 192.42 hectares of
land, including 40.508 hectares in Mansa district and
151.912 hectares in Bathinda district. It will include

tangible steps to honor Sikh faith through
development and infrastructure, finally addressing
long-pending demands of the people.

Minister Narendra Modi for taking

RITES Honnured at National Mobhility Awards
2026 for Excellence in Integrated Mobility

RITES Ltd has been honoured at the
National Mobility Awards 2026 in the
Metro, Rail and Multimodal Integration
category. The recognition highlights
the organisation’s continued focus on
delivering integrated mobility solutions
across transport sectors.

The award acknowledges RITES Ltd’'s
contribution towards developing futu-
re-ready infrastructure and promoting
seamless connectivity through multi-
modal integration. It reflects the com-
pany’s commitment to innovation, efficiency, and excellence in
supporting India’s evolving transportation ecosystem.

Source/RSB- A Memorandum of Understanding was
signed between Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya (GSV),
India’s leading university for the transportation and
logistics sector and Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) at Rail Bhawan On 30th March. This significant
MoU was signed by Sh. Faiz Ahmed Kidwai (DG, DGCA)
and Prof. Manoj Choudhary (VC, GSV) in the presence of
Union Minister for Railways, Information & Broadcasting,
and Electronics & Information Technology, Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw & Union Civil Aviation Minister Shri K. Ram
Mohan Naidu. The Chairman of Railway Board, Sh. Satish
Kumar and the Union Secretary of Civil Aviation, Sh. Samir
Kumar Sinha were present amongst other top officials of
Railways and Civil Aviation.

This strategic collaboration aims to support and enable the
fast-growing Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO)
sector in India by strengthening human capital and
revamping Aircraft Maintenance Engineering (AME)
training. The partnership will focus on standardizing AME
education, enhancing quality benchmarks, and making
MRO careers more aspirational for the youth through the
introduction of an undergraduate degree in Aviation
Maintenance Engineering.

Speaking at the event, Sh. Ashwini Vaishnaw suggested
establishing a Centre of Excellence at Gati Shakti
Vishwavidyalaya focused on manufacturing technologies,
particularly those requiring high levels of precision such as
in aviation, railways, and marine sectors. The training
required in these domains demands a different level of
technical accuracy and expertise. Industry-oriented
courses play a crucial role in ensuring that students are job-
ready upon graduation, with access to diverse employment
opportunities.

He further emphasized that global benchmark standards
should be followed to guide the development of such
programs. Highlighting the potential impact, he noted that
at least 1,000 students could benefit annually from such
initiatives, and assured that adequate funding support
would be arranged to realize this vision.

Sh. Ram Mohan Naidu in his address said, “India’s
aviation sector is the most progressive sector in the country
today, growing at over 10-12% annually, a pace that is
expected to continue for the next 15 years. The recent
expansion in operational airports, passengers, and aircraft
in the national fleet underscores the need to develop a
workforce that meets global standards and supports the
sector’s evolving needs. He highlighted that the recent
inauguration of Jewar Airport reflects the scale and pace of

Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya & DGCA Sign MoU to Revamp Aircraft Maintenance & Greate Johs

SIGNING OF Mou

Gati Shakti Vishv.rauidvalava

Diri;ﬁen l |.r|| Aviation

Sh. Ashwini Vaishnaw Calls for
Setting up of a Centre of Excellence
Sfor Manufacturing Technologies at

GSV, which will Benefit 1,000
Students Every Year

nationwide rollout.

As part of its role as a nodal centre, GSV
will collaborate with DGCA as a research
partner in emerging areas such as Susta-
inable Aviation Fuels (SAF) and related
domains. The university will also conduct

development, aligned with the vision of establishing
seamless multimodal connectivity across highways,
railways, ports, and airports.”

He further noted that Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya
embodies this integrated approach by bringing together
diverse logistics sectors that have traditionally functioned
in silos. Emphasizing the broader scope of aviation, he
underlined that the sector today extends beyond
passenger travel to include MRO, skilling and training, and
indigenous aircraft component manufacturing,
contributing to the vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat. He added
that the MoU will help in creating the right talent pool,
which, along with proper funding under initiatives like the
Udaan scheme, is crucial for sustaining growth and
ensuring a skilled workforce for the future.

GSV has already established formal collaborations with
leading global and national aviation players including
Airbus, Safran, and GMR School of Aviation. The university
is also in the process of finalizing partnerships with ENAC
France and Hindustan Aeronautics Limited. These
collaborations have contributed significantly to the
development of a robust, industry-relevant academic
curriculum.

Under the MoU, GSV and DGCA will jointly design a
future-ready three-year B.Sc. (AME) program that
integrates academic rigor, regulatory compliance, and
industry-aligned competencies. The program aims to
create a highly skilled workforce equipped to meet the
evolving demands of India’s aviation sector.

The pilot phase of the program will commence in the
academic year 202627 at a select group of premier AME
institutions, including GMR School of Aviation and Air India
AME Academy. This phase will serve as a model for
academic and regulatory excellence before a structured

specialized training programs to support the
capacity building and upskilling of DGCA personnel.

The partnership establishes a structured bridge
between regulation, academia, and industry. While DGCA
will continue to define licensing standards under CAR-66
and CAR-147 frameworks, GSV will function as a national
academic anchor for curriculum innovation, faculty
development, research integration, and industry-linked
apprenticeship models.

This scalable and replicable framework aligns with
India’s vision of reducing dependence on foreign MRO
facilities and building strong indigenous maintenance
capabilities. By embedding hands-on MRO training,
simulation-based learning, OEM partnerships, and
competency-driven pathways into AME education, the
collaboration is expected to create a future-ready
workforce capable of supporting India’s expanding airline
fleet & enhancing the country’s position as a competitive
global MRO destination.

Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya (GSV), India’s only
University in Transportation and Logistics sector, was
established as a Central University by the Act of
Parliament in 2022. Following demand-driven
curriculum, the University is mandated to cover the
entire transportation sector including Railways,
Aviation, Highways, Ports, Maritime, Shipping, Inland
Waterways, Urban Transport and complete Logistics
and supply chain networks. The university is headed by
Sh. Ashwini Vaishnaw (Union Minister for Railways,
Information and Broadcasting, Electronics and
Information Technology) as the University Chancellor.
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IRFC Signs 312,842 Crore
Loan Agreement with HURL in
Major eIinancin eal

Source/IRFC- Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC) has
entered into a significant Rupee Term Loan agreement worth 312,842
crore with Hindustan Urvarak and Rasayan Limited (HURL), marking
one of its largest refinancing transactions to date.The agreement is
part of IRFC’s strategic shift under its “IRFC 2.0” initiative, which
focuses on expanding its role beyond traditional railway financing to
become a diversified infrastructure financier. Through this transaction,
IRFC aims to provide cost-effective, long-term capital to sectors
connected with the railway ecosystem.The refinancing deal is
expected to enhance HURL's financial flexibility by aligning its cash
flows more efficiently and reducing financial stress. It will also support
the company’s operations in the fertilizer sector, contributing to India’s
broader agricultural framework.

Titagarh Rail Bags Rs. 226.35 Crore Wagon
Supply Order from JSW Port Logistics

Source/RSB- Titagarh Rail
Systems Limited has secured a
significant contract valued at Rs.
226.35 crore from JSW Port
Logistics Private Limited for the
manufacture and supply of 720
wagons. The wagons will be
produced as per mutually agreed
technical specifications, tailored to
meet the operational requirements
of the client.This order reflects the
increasing demand for rail-based
freight transportation solutions, driven by the need for efficient and
scalable logistics infrastructure in India. The contract further
strengthens Titagarh Rail Systems Limited’s position in the domestic
railway manufacturing sector and underscores its growing role in
supporting industrial logistics.The deal also highlights continued
investment by private sector players such as JSW Port Logistics
Private Limited in enhancing cargo movement capabilities through rail,
aligning with broader efforts to improve supply chain efficiency and
reduce dependence on road transport.

Punjah Mail Train Mahotsav Gelehbrated
at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus
with Enthusmstlc Partlclnatlon

Source/RSB- Punjab Mail Train Mahotsav
held at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Term-
inus witnessed enthusiastic participation
as passengers and rail enthusiasts came
together to honour the iconic Punjab Mail.
Shri Prateek Goswami, General Manager,
Central Railway, Shri Hiresh Mina, Divi-
sional Railway Manager, Mumbai Division,
Shri Subodh Kumar Sagar, Principal Chief
Mechanical Engineer, along with Principal
Heads of Departments, senior officers and
staff from Headquarters and Mumbai
Division, media persons, rail enthusiasts &
passengers were present on the occasion.

Special Awareness Program on Anti-Human Trafficking
Organized Under the Joint Aegis of Railway Protection Force,
North Central Railway, and National GﬂmmISSIOII for Women

Source/RSB- With the objective of ensuring the
safety of women and children and effectively curbing
severe crimes like human trafficking, a special
awareness program was successfully organized on
March 31, 2026, at Hotel Jaswant Vilas in Mundera,
Prayagraj. This event was organized through the
joint efforts of the National Commission for Women
(NCW) and the Railway Protection Force (RPF),
North Central Railway.

Several dignitaries and senior officials participated
in this significant event. The prominent attendees
included Ms. Babita Chauhan, Chairperson of the
State Women Commission (SWC); Dr. Sarfaraz
Ahmed Khan, Professor; Mr. Ajit Singh,
Representative of Guria NGO; Mr. Rajneesh
Agarwal, Divisional Railway Manager, Prayagraj; Mr.
Pradeep Kumar Gupta, Principal Chief Security
Commissioner of North Central Railway; along with
the Chief Security Commissioner and the Senior
Divisional Security Commissioner.

During the seminar, experts held detailed
discussions on crucial aspects related to the

i Hune
Traficking"

identification of human trafficking, preventive
measures, and the rescue and rehabilitation of
victims. The speakers strongly emphasized that
since traffickers frequently use public transport
networks, maintaining vigilant surveillance of any
suspicious activities inside railway stations and trains
is absolutely essential.

To make this awareness campaign effective at the
grassroots level, all sections of railway personnel
who come into direct contact with passengers were
included. The program witnessed the attendance of
160 RPF personnel, 24 GRP personnel, 25
Commercial Department staff members, 10 vendors,
8 porters, and 3 police personnel.

The primary objective of this program was to
sensitize and raise awareness among all agencies
and frontline workers, such as vendors, porters, and
ticket-checking staff operating within railway
premises, regarding incidents of human trafficking.
Furthermore, a major goal of this initiative is to
strengthen mutual coordination among various
security agencies and railway departments to
prevent this heinous crime.

Banaras Locomotive Works Creates New History: Record
Production of 572 Locomotives — Highest Ever Annual Output

SourcelBLW- Banaras Locomotlve Works (BLW) has
added a new golden chapter to the industrial history of
Indian Railways by achieving a record-breaking
production of 572 locomotives in the financial year
2025-26 under the capable leadership of General
Manager Shri Ashutosh Pant. This milestone stands as
strong evidence of BLW's technical excellence, efficient
management, and the relentless efforts of its officers and
employees.In comparison, 477 locomotives were
produced in the previous financial year (2024-25),
marking an impressive ~20% increase in production this
year. This achievement is a matter of pride not only for
BLW but for the entire Indian Railways family.

Breakdown of 572 Locomotives Produced:558
modern electric locomotives for Indian Railways,
including:

o WAG-9-401 e WAP-7-143

e Amrit Bharat Locomotives — 14

e 10 diesel locomotives for export to Mozambique

e 04 diesel locomotives for non railways customers
Notably, against a target of 553 electric locomotives for FY
2025-26, BLW successfully produced 558 units,

exceeding the target by approximately 1% and 18% more

i thanprevious year.

AGlorious Journey: 11,259 Locomotives Built So Far:

Since its inception, BLW has manufactured a total of
11,259 locomotives, including 2,925 electric locomotives.
This reflects BLW’s significant contribution to the self-
reliance and technological advancement of Indian
Railways.

Focus on Modern Technology and Crew Comfort:

BLW prioritizes crew safety and comfort in its locomotives.
Advanced features include:Waterless urinals, CLI seats,
Signal exchange lights, DPWCS, ‘Kavach’ safety system -
Due to these innovations, BLW has been awarded First
Prize for Best Locomotive Cab in the Production Unit
category.

BLW has been awarded the ISO 22163 Silver Grade
Certification under IRIS by the European body UNIFE, for
the second consecutive time. This recognition highlights
BLW’s commitment to quality, reliability, and global
standards.Commitment to Energy Conservation and
Environmental Protection

BLW continues to work actively toward sustainability:

Rainwater harvesting through ponds and soak pits
conserves thousands of liters of water annually.Installed
capacity of grid-connected solar power plant: 3874
kWpSolar energy generated in FY 2025-26: 41.76 lakhs
units, accounting for ~19.87% of total annual energy

consumption Savings from solar energy approximately
%1.58 crore

Leadership in Promotion of Hindi :

For outstanding promotion of the official language Hindi,
BLW has been awarded the “Rail Minister Rajbhasha
Shield” by the Railway Board’s Rajbhasha Directorate,
reflecting its continued commitment to Hindi.

Moving Towards New Targets:

The Ministry of Railways has set an ambitious target of 642
electric locomotives for BLW for the financial year
2026—27.0n this historic achievement, General Manager
Shri Ashutosh Pant congratulated all officers, employees,
women staff, and their families. He stated that this success
is the result of the team’s hard work, technical expertise,
and strong commitment to achieving targets set by the
Railway Board. He expressed confidence that BLW will set
new benchmarks in the coming financial year as well.

20% Historic
Increase

Compared to :
477 Locomotives
Last Year
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