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Alstom Delivers 500th Electric
Locomotive to Indian Railways.

Source/RSB- Alstom, a global leader in smart and sustainable
mobility, has successfully delivered its 500th electric locomotive
to Indian Railways, marking a significant milestone in the
modernization of India's freight transportation network. The
milestone locomotive, a Prima T8 WAG12B, was flagged off
from Alstom's state-of-the-art manufacturing facility in
Madhepura, Bihar, in the presence of senior Indian Railways
officials, including Chief Administrative Officer Mr. Manish
kKumar, along with Alstom executives. This delivery is part of a
€3.5 billion contract under which Alstom is supplying 800 high-
powered double-section Prima T8 locomotives, each boasting
12,000 HP (9 MW) for freight operations. These advanced
locomotives, designated as WAG-12B by Indian Railways, can
haul 6,000-tonne rakes at speeds of up to 120 km/h. To ensure
efficiency and reduce maintenance costs, Alstom has also
established two ultra-modern maintenance depots in
Saharanpur and Nagpur, integrating predictive technology for
optimized performance.

Strengthening ‘Make in India’Initiative

Manufactured at one of India's largest greenfield facilities in
Madhepura, this project represents the largest Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) in the Indian railway sector, The facility has an
annual production capacity of 120 locomotives, with localization
levels reaching nearly 90%. More than 85% of components are
sourced locally, reinforcing India's self-reliance in high-
horsepower locomotive production.

Technological Advancements and Economic Impact

These WAG-12B locomotives are powered by advanced
Insulated Gate Bipolar Transistor (IGBT) propulsion technology,
which enhances energy efficiency through regenerative braking,
reducing operational costs and congestion on railway networks.
The locomaotives have already covered over 120 million
kilometers, transporting key commodities such as coal, cement,
food grains, and petrochemicals across India.

Olivier Loison, Managing Director of Alstom India,
emphasized the significance of this achievement, stating,
"Our WAG-12B electric locomotives, fully manufactured in
India, are enhancing freight movement with greater
efficiency and reliability. This milestone underscores our
dedication to India’s rail modernization and economic
growth.”

CONGOR Provides Electric AC Bus to AIIMS

Source/RSB- Under its CSR initiatives, Container Corporation
of India Limited (CONCOR) provided a 9-meter Electric AC Bus
(JBM, Low-Floor, 196 kWh Battery) to the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AlIMS), New Delhi, on March 17, 2025. The
event was attended by Shri Vineet Mathur, Executive Director
(CC & CPRO), Dr. M. Srinivas, Director of AlIMS, and other
officials. This bus will facilitate the movement of patients and
their attendants within the hospital premises, ensuring
convenient and seamless transportation to various treatment
centers. Additionally, this initiative will contribute significantly to
promoting green energy and environmental sustainability.
CONCOR's effort reflects its commitment to social responsibility,
enhancing transport facilities in the healthcare sector,

Redevelopment of Hi-Tech City
Railway Station Progresses Rapidly

Source/RSB- The redevelopment of HI-Tech City Railway
Station in Telangana, under the Amrit Stations Scheme, is
making rapid progress, with 72% of the work completed. Key
developments include the successful completion of the entry
ramp and the launch of a foot over bridge, marking significant
milestones in the station's transformation. Currently, major
works are underway, including the construction of the station
building, the 12-meter foot over bridge, and the circulating area.
Installation of lifts and escalators is in progress to enhance
accessibility, while platform resurfacing is being carried out to
improve passenger convenience. The redevelopment under the
Amrit Stations Scheme aims to modernize railway infrastructure,
offering world-class amenities and better connectivity. Once
completed, the upgraded station will significantly enhance the
travel experience for passengers in the region.

RUNL Bags Prestigious NHAI Project for

Six-Lane Gonnectivity

Source/RSB- Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL),
a Navratna CPSE under the Ministry of Rail-
ways, has secured a major road infrastructure
project from the National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI). This transformative initiative will
significantly enhance connectivity to Visakha-
patnam Port Road in Andhra Pradesh, improving
trade, logistics, and regional development,
Awarded under the Hybrid Annuity Mode (HAM),
the project marks a crucial step in strengthening
road infrastructure and port access, NHAI has
recently issued the Letter of Award (LOA), with
the project valued at ¥554.64 crore (excluding
GST). The designated route extends from
Sabbavaram bypass (Anakapalli — Anand-
apuram corridor) to Sheelanagar junction (NH-
516C), ensuring seamless connectivity for
freight and passenger movement. The project
involves the construction of a six-lane main road
spanning 12.66 km, including a 1.596 km
elevated section. It also features 22.26 km of
service roads and 93 structures, including
underpasses, culverts, minor bridges, road over
bridges (ROB), and road under bridges (RUB).
Designed with a greenfield alignment, the

to Visakhapatnam Port

project aims to provide smooth and efficient
access to Visakhapatnam Port. Scheduled for
completion within two years, the project also
includes a 15-year operation and maintenance
period. Once operational, it will enhance freight
movement, reduce travel time, and decongest
urban areas along the corridor, fostering
economic growth by boosting trade, logistics,
and industrial activity in the region, Expressing
his views on this achievement, RVNL Chairman
& Managing Director (CMD), Shri Pradeep Gaur,
stated that receiving this prestigious project from
NHAI is a significant milestone in RVNL's expa-
nsion into road infrastructure. He emphasized
that the initiative will play a vital role in streng-
thening Visakhapatnam’s port connectivity and
enhancing transportation efficiency in Andhra
FPradesh. He reaffirmed RVNL's commit-ment to
delivering word-class infrastructure with inno-
vation, sustainability, and excellence. This
project is set to redefine transportation stan-
dards in the region, reinforcing Visakhapatnam’s
position as a key hub for seamless connectivity
and economic progress.

IRCON Achieves Key Milestone in
Shivpur-Kathautia Rail Project

Kundevahal Tunnel Breakthrough
Marks Milestone for WDFC

Source/RSB- IRCON has successfully
commissioned a 2.561 km cut and connection
at Kathautia yard, a crucial step in the ongoing
construction of the Shivpur-Kathautia railway
line. This project, being developed under a
Public-Private Partnership (PFPP) model
involving CCL, IRCON, and the Government
of Jharkhand, spans across Hazaribagh and
Chatra districts. With this achievement, the
commissioning of a 14 km new railway track
from Kathautia to Duari moves closer to
completion, significantly enhancing rail
connectivity near NTPC’'s Kerendari Mines.
Once operational, the project is expected to
generate around 1 million tons of freight
annually, boosting coal transportation from
Duari to thermal power plants in Bihar. This
milestone highlights IRCON's commitment {o
infrastructure development in tribal areas,
fostering economic growth and improving
logistics in the region. The new railway line will
play a vital role in strengthening the coal
supply chain, ensuring efficient energy
distribution while contributing to regional
prosperity.

Source/RSB- Shri Praveen Kumar, Managing
Director of Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation
of India Limited (DFCCIL), inaugurated the
breakthrough of the Kundevahal Tunnel, the final
tunnel in the JNPT-Vaitarna section of the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor (WDFC). This achieve-
ment signifies major progress in completing the last
stretch of the corridor, enhancing connectivity and
freight efficiency. The breakthrough will facilitate
seamless cargo movement from Jawaharlal Nehru
Port Trust (JNPT) to the hinterlands, boosting
economic and logistical growth,

Mangalore Port: A Sustainable Hub for Seamless Logistics

Source/RSB-Mangalore Port, a key maritime
gateway, is strategically connected to major
international sea routes, national highways, rail
networks, and Mangalore International Airport,
ensuring smooth and efficient logistics. Notably,
33% of the port's land is dedicated to a green belt,
highlighting its commitment to environmental
sustainability. RITES has played a pivotal role in
shaping the port's future by preparing the Land
Use Plan and supporting the development of
green and sustainable port infrastructure. This
initiative strengthens Mangalore Port's position as
an eco-friendly and well-connected trade hub.

Delhi Metro Partners with Blue Dart to
Launch Urban Freight Services

Source/RSB- The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) is set to revolutionize urban logistics by
introducing cargo transportation services on its
metro network. In a first-of-its-kind initiative in the
South Asia Pacific region, DMRC has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Blue
Dart, India’s leading express logistics provider, to
facilitate freight movement via metro trains.
Under this collaboration, Blue Dart will utilize
metro services during non-peak hours to
transport parcels, reducing reliance on road
transport. This move aims to ease congestion,
lower vehicular emissions, and ensure quicker,
more reliable deliveries across Delhi-NCR, The
partnership reflects DMRC's commitment to
sustainable urban mobility while optimizing
metro infrastructure for efficient logistics.

Globally, metro systems are exploring freight
solutions to enhance efficiency. DMRC is in
discussions with Madrid Metro, which has
successfully piloted a similar initiative, to
exchange insights and best practices. By
integrating first-mile and last-mile connectivity
through metro-enabled logistics hubs, DMRC is
laying the foundation for a sustainable urban
freight ecosystem. Plans are underway fto
expand the cargo network to additional metro
stations, setting new standards in green and
efficient freight transportation, This pioneering
initiative positions Delhi Metro as a frontrunner in
sustainable urban logistics, redefining freight
movement in metropolitan areas with innovation
and environmental responsibility,
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Kavach: India’s Cutting-Edge Automatic Train Protection
System Reaches New Milestone with Version 4.0

Source/RSB - Kavach is an indigenously developed Automatic
Train Protection (ATP) system. Kavach is a highly technology
intensive system, which requires safety certification of highest
order (SIL-4), Kavach aids the Loco Pilot in running of train within
specified speed limits by automatic application of brakes in case
Loco Pilot fails to do so and also helps the trains to run safely
during inclement weather The first field trials on the passenger
trains were started in February 2016. Based on the experience
gained and Independent Safety Assessment of the system by
Independent Safety Assessor (ISA), three firms were approved in
2018-19, for supply of Kavach Version 3.2.

Kavach was adopted as National ATP system in July 2020.

Implementation of Kavach System involves following Key
Activities:

a. Installation of Station Kavach at each and every station, block
section.

Installation of RFID Tags throughout the track length.
Installation of telecom Towers throughout the section.

Laying of Optical Fibre Cable along the track.

Provision of Loco Kavach on each and every Locomotive
running on Indian Railways.

Based on deployment of Kavach version 3.2 on 1465 RKm on
south central Railway, lot of experience was gained. Using that
further improvements were made. Finally, Kavach specification
version 4.0 was approved by RDSO on 16.07.2024.

Kavach version 4.0 covers all the major features required for the
diverse railway network. This is a significant milestone in safety
for Indian Railways. Within a short period, IR has developed,
tested and started deploying Automatic Train Protection System.
Major improvement in Version 4.0 includes increased Location
Accuracy, Improved Information of Signal Aspects in bigger yard,
Station to Station Kavach interface on OFC and Direct Interface
to existing Electronic Interlocking System, With these
improvements, Kavach Ver.4.0. is planned for large scale
deployment over Indian Railways.

Pang

Progress of Key items comprising Kavach system on Indian
Railways upto Feb’2025is as under: -

SN | ltems Progress

I Laying of Optical Fibre Cable 5743 Km

ii__| Installation of Telecom Towers 240 Nos.

iii | Provision of Kavach at Stations 664 Nos.

iv__| Provision of Kavachin Loco 795 Locos

v Installation of Track side equipment | 3727 Rkm

Next phase of Kavach implementation is planned as under: -

a. Project for equipping 10,000 Locomaotives has been finalized.
69 number of loco sheds have been prepared for equipping
with Kavach.

b. Bids for track side Works of Kavach for approximately 15,000
RKm have been invited covering all GQ, GD, HDN and
identified sections of Indian Railways, out of which works of
1865 RKm have been awarded.

Currently, 3 OEMs are approved for supply of Kavach System, To

increase capacity and scale of implementation, trials and

approval of more OEMs are at different stages.

Specialized training programmes on Kavach are being

conducted at centralized training institutes of Indian Railways to

impart training to all concerned officials, By now more than

20,000 technicians, operators and engineers have been trained

on Kawvach technology. Courses have been designed in

collaboration with IRISET.

The cost for provision of Track Side including Station equipment

of Kavach is approximately Rs. 50 Lakhs/Km and cost for

provision of Kavach equipment on locomotives is approximately

Rs. 80 Lakh/Loco.

The funds utilized on Kavach works so far is Rs. 1950 Crores.

The allocation of funds during the year 2024-25 is Rs. 1112.57

Crores. Requisite funds are made available as per the progress

of works.

| wh Indian Railways Spreads
o Awareness Under

e #TBMuktBharat Initiative

Source/RSB- As part of the #TBMuktBharat initiative, Indian
Railways organized a Nukkad Natak (street play) and rally at
Khurda Road Junction to educate passengers and the public
about tuberculosis (TB) symptoms, early detection, timely
treatment, and the importance of follow-ups for complete
recovery. The awareness program aimed to dispel myths
surrounding TB and encourage people to seek medical help
without hesitation. Through engaging street performances and
interactive sessions, railway officials and health experis
emphasized the need for community participation in eradicating
TB. Indian Railways remains committed to supporting public
health initiatives and spreading awareness on critical health
issues, Such efforts reinforce its dedication to the well-being of
passengers and society atlarge.
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Hon’ble Minister of Railways announces Bharat Gauray
Circuit Yatra in honour of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

Source/CR- Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, Hon'ble
Minister of Railways, has announced a Special
Bharat Gaurav Circuit Yatra in honour of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. Replying to
questions raised during the Lok Sabha session of
Parliament in connection with Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj, Shri Vaishnaw, with great pride,
said, “Work is already in progress on plans to link
the important historical places connected with
the life & times of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj,
and these places will be linked together by a
Bharat Gaurav Circuit Yatra.” Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj laid the foundation of Hindavi Swaraj.
The Maharashtra/Karnataka landscape is full of
several important historical places like forts,
palaces, battlefield sites, etc., associated with
the life & times of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.
The Special Bharat Gaurav Circuit Yatra will
provide passengers, especially the youth, a
chance to connect with the history of the land and
will provide an opportunity to visit and explore

these places, which are a part of the rich Maratha
history. Speaking on demand for trains to Pune,
Shri Vaishnaw said, Pune is an important
educational & technological hub and an
important railway junction connecting
Maharashtra with the rest of the country. It is no
wonder that requests for trains to Pune are
pouring in from all corners of the country. Major
work of development of Pune station and its
surrounding areas is being carried out at a fast
pace. In addition, Uruli station, which is at a short
distance from Pune, is being developed as a
terminus where maintenance of Pune-bound
trains can be done after deboarding passengers
at Pune, easing the burden of trains and
passenger crowd on Pune station. Similarly,
stations like Hadapsar and Shivaji Nagar are
also being developed as satellite terminus
stations. This will increase the capacity of Pune
station, enabling more trains from/to Pune.




