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As the wheels turn and
the landscapes change,
Indian Railways
remains the heartbeat
of a nation, pulsating
with the rhythm of
millions of journeys.

PM MODIS INAUGURATION
BOOSTS INFRASTRUCTURE IN REWARI

HUGE BOOST TO RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE: ANNUAL RAILWAY BUDGET OF HARYANA

SURGES FROM RS 300 CRORES TO RS 3,000 CRORES IN THE LAST DECADE

Source/PIB- In a ground
breaking initiative for the state

of Haryana, Prime Minister Shri |

Narendra Modi inaugurated,
dedicated, and laid the
foundation stone for a slew
of developmental projects,
totalling an impressive Rs 9750
crores in Rewari. These
projects spanned across key
sectors such as urban trans-
port, healthcare, railway, and
tourism, marking a significant
push for the state's overall
development.

Prime Minister Modi anno-
unced a substantial increase in
the annual railway budget
for Haryana, showcasing a
remarkable growth from an
average of Rs 300 crores
before 2014 to a current
allocation of Rs 3,000 crores in
the last 10 years. Emphasizing
the importance of enhanced
rail connectivity, he outlined
plans for new railway lines such
as Rohtak-Meham-Hansi and
Jind-Sonipat, along with the
doubling of lines like Ambala
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Cantt-Dappar, aimed at
improving Ease of Living and
Ease of Doing Business for the
citizens.

The highlight of the event was
the foundation stone laying
ceremony for the Gurugram
Metro Rail project, a transfor-
mative initiative projected at a
cost of Rs 5450 crores. With a
total length of 28.5 kms, this
metro will connect Millennium

City Centre to Udyog Vihar
Phase-5, linking seamlessly
with the existing metro network
of Rapid Metro Rail Gurugram
at Moulsari Avenue station near
Cyber City, and featuring a spur
at Dwarka Expressway. The
project aligns with the Prime
Minister's vision of providing
world-class, environment
friendly mass rapid urban
transport systems.

Several key railway projects
were dedicated & inaugurated
by the Prime Minister during the
ceremony. Notable among
them were the doubling of
crucial rail lines such as Rewari-
Kathuwas, Kathuwas-Narnaul,

Bhiwani-Dobh Bhali, and
Manheru-Bawani Khera. These
projects, aimed at augmenting
rail infrastructure, are expected
to facilitate the timely and
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ress and connectivity,
Indian Railways doesn't
just move trains; it
propels dreams and
aspirations across the
nation.

efficient movement of both
passenger and freight trains in
the region.

Additionally, the Rohtak-
Meham-Hansi rail line, span-
ning 68 kms, was dedicated to
the nation. This new rail line,
sanctioned on a cost-sharing
basis with the Haryana govern-
ment, connects Rohtak and
Hisar directly, reducing travel
time and improving rail
connectivity in the region. The
section was inaugurated with
the flagging off of train
services, ensuring seamless
connectivity with the Indian
Rail network and boosting
industrial and agricultural
developmentinthe area.

The event witnessed the
esteemed presence of Har-
yana Governor Bandaru
Dattatreya and Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar, along
with other dignitaries, mini-
sters, and MLAs from the
Haryana government. This
collective effort underscored
the commit-ment to fostering
holistic growth and prosperity
in the region, stimulating
economic growth, creating
jobs, promoting tourism, and
enhancing overall regional
development. In conclusion,
Prime Minister Modi's push for
transformative projects in
Haryana reflects a concerted
effort towards building a robust
& interconnected infrastruc-
ture that will contribute signifi-
cantly to the state's socio-
economic development.

Source/NR- Smt. Jaya Varma
Sinha, Chairman & Chief
Executive Officer, Railway
Board has carried out an
intensive inspection of the
USBRL project on 09.02.2024.
Shri Shobhan Chaudhuri,
General Manager/Northern
Railway, Shri Sandeep Gupta,
CAO/USBRL, Shri Sanjay
Gupta, CMD/KRCL, Shri V. P.
Singh, PCE/NR, Shri U. C.
Joshi, PCOM/NR & Sanjay
Sahu, Divisional Railway
Manager/Firozpur and other
senior officers of USBRL
Project were present during the
inspection.

Mrs. Sinha commenced his
inspection from Katra to Tunnel

Smt. Jaya Varma Sinha Leads Intensive Inspection of USBRL

No. T-33 (old T-1)
where she cond-[§"
ucted Motor Trolly |-
inspection, follo-
wed by an in-
tensive on foot ins-
pection of on-going
critical work of
Tunnel T-33. She
appreciated the
good work being
done by the project
team under the extremely
challenging geological condi-
tions and advised them to follow
all safety protocols and directed

the project authorities to take all
possible measures to expedite
the completion of balance
works so that Katra-Reasi

Project, Paves the Way for COnnectlvity to Kashmir Valley

section can be
linked.

She continued the
motor trolley ins-
pection Tunnel
T-34 (old T-2)
onwards through
Aniji Bridge, Reasi
Station, Bakkal
Station, Chenab
Bridge right up to
Dugga railway
station inspecting track, E&M,
S&T and RE works & expressed
satisfaction regarding the
quality & progress of these

works. CRB reviewed the
progress of the USBRL project
at Chenab Bridge site with the
officials of NR, KRCL & IRCON
and expressed satisfaction at
the pace of works and directed
the project authorities to closely
monitor all balance works
especially Tunnel T-1 and
Sawalkote yard works to
ensure thatthere are no delays.
In spite of all types of
geological, topographical and
meteorological challenges,
work on the remaining portion is
in full swing. Every day, Indian
Railway is edging closer to
connecting Kashmir Valley to
the rest of the Railway network.
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RAILWAY SAFETY BOOST: GOVERNMENT
UNVEILS STRATEGIC MEASURES

Source/PIB- In a bid to bolster passenger safety
within the railways, the Government has initiated
several crucial measures. These include the
installation of modern signaling systems, enhancing
track maintenance protocols, and implementing
stringent safety standards across all railway
operations. Additionally, comprehensive training
programs for railway staff and the introduction of
advanced safety technologies underscore the
Government's unwavering commitment to ensuring a
secure and reliable travel experience for all
passengers.
To enhance the level of passenger safety in
Railways, the Government has taken the
following steps:
). Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Kosh (RRSK) has
been introduced in 2017-18 for replacement/
renewal/up-gradation of critical safety assets,

with a corpus of % 1 lakh crores for five years.
From 2017-18 till 2021-22, Gross expenditure
of ¥ 1.08 lakh crores was incurred on RRSK
works. In 2022-23, the Govt. extended the
currency of RRSK for another period of five

years with Gross Budgetary Support (GBS) of %
45,000 crores.

Electrical/Electronic Interlocking Systems with
centralized operation of points and signals
have been provided at 6521 stations up to
31.12.2023 to eliminate accident due to human
failure.

Interlocking of Level Crossing (LC) Gates has
been provided at 11143 level Crossing Gates
up to 31.12.2023 for enhancing safety at LC
gates.

Complete Track Circuiting of stations to
enhance safety for verification of track
occupancy by electrical means has been
provided at 6558 stations up to 31.12.2023.
Detailed instructions on issues related with
safety of Signalling e.g. mandatory
correspondence check, alteration work
protocol, preparation of completion drawing,
etc. have beenissued.

System of disconnection and reconnection for
S&T equipment as per protocol has been re-
emphasized.

All locomotives are equipped with Vigilance
Control Devices (VCD) to ensure alertness of
Loco Pilots.

Retro-reflective sigma boards are provided on
the mast which is located two OHE masts prior
to the signals in electrified territories to warn the
crew about the signal ahead when visibility is
low due to foggy weather.

A GPS based Fog Safety Device (FSD) is
provided to loco pilots in fog affected areas
which enables loco pilots to know the distance
of the approaching landmarks like signals, level
crossing gates etc.

Modern track structure consisting of 60 kg, 90
Ultimate Tensile Strength (UTS) rails, Pre-
stressed Concrete Sleeper (PSC) Normal/Wide
base sleepers with elastic fastening, fan-
shaped layout turnout on PSC sleepers, Steel
Channel/H-beam Sleepers on girder bridges is
used while carrying out primary track renewals.

vi).

vii).

viii).

X).

Mechanisation of track laying activity through
use of track machines like PQRS, TRT, T-28 etc
to reduce human errors.

Maximizing supply of 130 m/260 m long rail

panels for increasing progress of rail renewal

and avoiding welding of joints, thereby ensuring
safety.

Laying of longer rails, minimizing the use of

Alumino Thermic Welding and adoption of

better welding technology for rails i.e. Flash

Butt Welding.

Monitoring of track geometry by OMS

(Oscillation Monitoring System) and TRC (Track

Recording Cars).

Patrolling of railway tracks to look out for

weld/rail fractures.

The use of Thick Web Switches and Weld-able

CMS Crossing in turnout renewal works.

Inspections at regular intervals are carried out to

monitor and educate staff for observance of safe

practices.

xviii). Web based online monitoring system of track

assets viz. Track database and decision support

system has been adopted to decide rationalized
maintenance requirement and optimize inputs.

Detailed instructions on issues related with

safety of Track e.g. integrated block, corridor

block, worksite safety; monsoon precautions
etc. have beenissued.

Preventive maintenance of railway assets

(Coaches & Wagons) is undertaken to ensure

safe train operations and to keep a check on Rail

Accidents across the country.

Replacement of conventional ICF design

coaches with LHB design coaches is being

done.

xxii). All unmanned level crossings (UMLCs) on
Broad Gauge (BG) route have been eliminated
by January 2019.

xxiii). Safety of Railway Bridges is ensured through
regular inspection of Bridges. The requirement
of repair/ rehabilitation of Bridges is taken up
based upon the conditions assessed during
these inspections.

xxiv).Indian Railways has displayed Statutory “Fire

Notices” for widespread passenger information

in all coaches. Fire posters are provided in every

coach so as to inform and alert passengers
regarding various do’s and don’ts to prevent fire.

These include messages regarding not

carrying any inflammable material, explosives,

prohibition of smoking inside the coaches,
penalties etc.

Production Units are providing Fire detection

and suppression system in newly manufactured

Power Cars and Pantry Cars, Fire and Smoke

detection system in newly manufactured

coaches. Progressive fitment of the same in
existing coaches is also underway by Zonal

Railways in a phased manner.

xxvi).Regular counselling and training of staff is
undertaken.

xxvii).Concept of Rolling Block has been introduced in
Indian Railway (Open Lines) General Rules vide
Gazette notification dt.30.11.2023, wherein
work of maintenance /repair / replacement is
planned up to 52 weeks in advance onrolling

xii).

xiii).

Xiv).

XV).
xvi).

xvii).

Xix).

XX).

xxi).

XXV).

basis and executed as per plan.

1. Kavach is indigenously developed Automatic
Train Protection (ATP) system. Kavach is a
highly technology intensive system, which
requires safety certification of highest order.

2, Kavach aids the loco pilot in train running within
specified speed limits by automatic application
of brakes in case Loco Pilot fails to do so and
also help the train safely run during inclement
weather.

3. The first field trials on the passenger trains
were started in February 2016. Based on the
experience so gained and Independent Safety
Assessment of the system by a 3rd party
(Independent Safety Assessor: ISA) three
firms were approved in 2018-19, for supply of
Kavach.

4. Subsequently Kavach was adopted as a
National ATP system in July 2020.

5. Kavach has so far been deployed on 1465
Route km and 139 locomotives (including
Electric Multiple Unit rakes) on South Central
Railway.

6. Presently Kavach tenders have been awarded

for Delhi — Mumbai (including Ahmedabad-

Vadodra Section) & Delhi — Howrah (including

Lucknow-Kanpur Section) corridors (appro -

ximately 3000 Route km). A part of these

sectors (around 534 Route Km) passes

through state of Gujarat and (around 943

Route Km) of Uttar Pradesh. The progress of

main items related to Kavach is as under:

Laying of Optical Fibre Cable : 3040 Km

Installation of Telecom Towers : 269 Nos.

Provision of equipment at Stations : 186 Nos.

(iv) ProvisionofequipmentinLoco: 170 Locos

(v) Installation of Track side equipments :
Route Km

7. Indian Railways has also taken up preparatory
works including survey, Detailed Project Report
(DPR) and preparation of detailed estimate on
another 6000 Rkm, Kavach is being provided on
Indian Railway progressively.

8. Implementation of Kavach involves installation of
Station Kavach at each and every station,
installation of RFID tags throughout the track
length and provision of Loco Kavach on each and
every Locomotive running on Indian Railway, a
communication backbone, requiring installation of
Towers throughout the section, laying of optical
Fiber throughout the section. Presently there are
three Indian OEMs who are approved for Kavach.
Efforts are being made to develop more OEMs to
enhance the capacity and scale up the
implementation of Kavach.

9. The Cost for provision of Track side including
Station equipment of Kavach is approximately Rs.
50 Lakhs/Km and cost for provision of Kavach
equipment on loco is approximately Rs. 70 lakh/
loco.

This information was given by the Minister of

Railways, Communications and Electronic &

Information Technology, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw in a

written reply to a question in Lok Sabha.

(i)
(ii)
(iii)
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82 Vande Bharat Train Services Spearhead Indian Railways' Connectivity Network

Source/PIB- As on 31st

January, 2024, 82 Vande
Bharat train services are
operating across the Indian
Railways, connecting states
having Broad Gauge (B.G.)
electrified network. Besides,
provision of stoppage of train
services and introduction of
new train services, including
Vande Bharat, there are

ongoing processes subjected
to ftraffic justification, opera-
tional feasibility, resource
availability, etc. Alongside, the
train-wise and state-wise
revenue generated is not
maintained.

Sectional speed over 10981
route kilometers covering
Golden Quadrilateral (GQ) &

Diagonal routes and other 'B'
routes has been raised to 130
kmph. Further, works for raising
of sectional speed to 160 kmph
on existing New Delhi-Mumbai
(including Vadodara-Ahme-
dabad) and New Delhi-Howrah
(including Kanpur-Lucknow)
routes have been taken up.
During the Financial year 2022

23, overall occupancy of Vande
Bharat trains was 96.62%.
The improved version of Vande
Bharat trains are presently
running over the IR network
with enhanced safety features,
faster acceleration, better ride
index & passenger amenities,
such as Automatic Plug Doors,
Reclining Ergonomic Seats,
Comfortable Seating with

revolving seats in executive
class, Mobile charging sockets
for every seat, etc. and is fitted
with KAVACH system.

This information was given
by the Minister of Railways,
Communications & Electronic
& Information Technology, Shri
Ashwini Vaishnaw Ji in Lok
Sabha.
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Cahinet approves 6 multi tracking projects across
Indian Railways: To facilitate ease of travelling,

minimize logistics cost, reduce oil imports
and lower CO2 emissions

Source/PIB- The Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs chaired by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi
approved 6 (Six) projects of
Ministry of Railways with total

“Atmanirbhar” by way of
comprehensive development in
the area which will enhance
their employment/ self-employ-
ment opportunities.

The 6 (Six) projects covering

connectivity for movement of
people, goods and services.
These are essential routes for
transportation of commodities
such as food grains, food
commodities, fertilizers, coal,

estimated cost of Rs. 12,343 18 Districts in 6 States i.e., cement, iron, steel, fly-ash,

S.No. | Name of Section for Lengthin| Estimates | State
doubling stretch (kms.) cost(Rs.)

1 Ajmer-Chanderiya 178.28 1813.28 Rajasthan

2 Jaipur-Sawai Madhopur 131.27 1268.57 Rajasthan

3 Luni-Samdari-Bhildi 271.97 3530.92 Gujarat & Rajasthan

4 Agthori-Kamakhya with 7.0621 650.37 Assam
new Rail cum Road Briedge

5 Lumding-Furkating 140 2333.84 Assam & Nagaland

6 Motumari-Vishnupuramand| 88.81 1746.20 Telangana & Andhra Pradesh
Rail over Rail at Motumari 10.87

crore (approx.) with 100%
funding from Central Govern-
ment. The multi-tracking
proposals will ease operations
and reduce congestion,
providing the much-required
infrastructural development on
the busiest sections across
Indian Railways. The projects
are in line with Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modiji’'s
Vision of a New India which will
make people of the region

Rajasthan, Assam, Telangana,
Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh and
Nagaland will increase the
existing network of Indian
Railways by 1020 Kms. and will
provide employment of about 3
(Three) crores man-days to the

people of the States.
The projects are result of PM-
Gati Shakti National Master

Plan for multi-model connecti-
vity which have bee d planning
and will provide seamless

clinker, limestone, POL, cont-
ainer etc. The capacity
augmen-tation works will result
in additional freight traffic of
magnitude 87 MTPA (Million
Tonnes Per Annum). The
Railways being environment
friendly and energy efficient
mode of transportation, will help
both in achieving climate goals
and minimizing logistics cost of
the country, reduce oil import
and lower CO2 emissions.

Cutting-Edge Mohility: Alstom Initiates Production

of Driverless Trainsets for Chennai Metro

Source/Alstom PR- Alstom, a
global leader in smart and
sustainable mobility, today
commenced the production of
its world-class Metropolis
trainsets for the Chennai Metro
Phase Il from its state-of-the art
manufacturing facility in Sricity.
This order aims to deliver 36
metro trainsets, each comp-
rising of three cars, and capable
of operating at a top speed of 80
kmph. These trains are desi-
gned to run on the 26 km
corridor, a segment of Phase-l|
linking Poonamallee Bypass to
Light House via 28 stations (18
elevated and 10 underground).
The production was comme-
nced at a comme-morative
ceremony led by leaders from
Chennai Metro Rail Ltd. and
Alstom India.

The project is valued at 124
million euros, which also inclu-
des training of the personnel to
Chennai Metro for operation
and maintenance. With 25 KV
power supply for optimal energy
efficiency, Alstom's Metropolis
metros will ensure safe and
reliable passenger transport for
over 11 million citizens of the
city. Additionally, the overall
project will significantly contri-
bute towards the socioeco-
nomic development by connec-
ting key zones. Mr. M.A.
Siddique, [.A.S., Managing
Director of CMRL said, "Chen-
nai Metro has established itself
as a corner-stone of efficient
and reliable transportation for

ommencement of Rolling Stock Manufactu

for Chenpai Metro Phaseb

our citizens. It not only boosts
the economy by improving
connectivity but also champions
sustainable mobility by reducing
emissions and de-congesting
roads. CMRL will be introducing
Driver-less trains in Phase-Il.
These modern trains prioritize
safety and passenger comfort,
further elevating the commuting
experience. We are happy that
out first set of driverless trains
will be manufactured near
Chennai by Alstom. We look
forward to operating these
technologically advanced trains
on the Phase-Il network by end
of 2025, marking a significant
milestone for the city's transpor-
tation infrastructure.

“Commenting on the occa-
sion, Olivier Loison, Managing
Director, Alstom India said, “We
have a longstanding associ-
ation with Chennai Metro, for
over a decade. The rolling stock
order for Chennai Metro Phase-
I marked the beginning of our
manufacturing journey in India.
As we begin production for the
second phase, we are thrilled to
be bringing more innovation to
Chennai Metro that promises to
redefine the commuting exper-
ience for the residents of
Chennai.
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MUMBAI-AHMEDABAD BULLET TRAIN PROJECT PROGRESS REPORT

TILL NOW, 290.64 KM OF PIER FOUNDATION, 267.48 KM OF
PIER CONSTRUCTION, 150.97 KM OF GIRDER CASTING AND
119 KM OF GIRDER LAUNCHING COMPLETED

Source/PIB- The Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High Speed Rail
(MAHSR) project, a monu-
mental endeavour aimed at
transforming intercity travel,
has reached significant mile-
stones in its construction
journey. With a sanctioned
cost of Rs. 1,08,000 crore, the
project has made substantial
progress, marking a new erain
India's infrastructure develop-
ment.

Till now, 290.64 km of pier

foundation, 267.48 km of pier
construction, 150.97 km of
Girder Casting and 119 km of
Girder launching have been
completed. The anticipated
timeline and final cost can only
be ascertained after award of all
contract packages.

MAHSR project passes
through high growth rate States
of Gujarat and Maharashtra
connecting business centres of
Mumbai, Surat, Vadodara
and Ahmedabad. The project

Economic Internal Rate of
Return (EIRR) as per feasibility
study conducted by Japanese
International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) was estimated
tobe 11.8%.

This information was given by
the Minister of Railways,
Communications & Electronic
& Information Technology, Shri
Ashwini Vaishnaw in a written
reply to a question in Rajya
Sabha.
1

"Transforming Travel Hubs: 1318 Stations Identified

for Redevelopment Across the Nation”

Source/PIB- In a transfor
mative move towards enh-
ancing passenger experience,
the Ministry of Railways has
launched the 'Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme,' drawing
inspiration from the successful
redevelopment of three pro-
minent railway stations over
the past three years. The
revamped stations include
Rani Kamlapati Station of
West Central Railway, Gan-
dhinagar Capital Station of
Western Railway, and Sir
M. Visveswaraya Terminal
Station of South Western
Railway.

Under the 'Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme,' a total of
1318 stations have been
identified for comprehensive
development and redevelo-
pment. This strategic initiative
aims to continuously enhance
station amenities with a long-

term perspective, involving
meticulous master planning
and phased implementation.
The key focus areas include
improving station access,
circulating areas, waiting halls,
hygiene facilities, lift/ escala-
tors, free Wi-Fi, and kiosks for
local products under schemes
like 'One Station One Product.’

Furthermore, the scheme
emphasizes the creation of
executive lounges, designated
spaces for business meetings,
improved landscaping, and
better passenger information
systems. The broader vision of
the initiative extends to enh-
ancing the station building,
facilitating multimodal integr-
ation, providing amenities
for Divyangjans (specially-
abled individuals), adopting
sustai-nable and eco-friendly
solutions, incorporating ballast-
less tracks, and creating 'Roof

Plazas' as per necessity.
Integral to the 'Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme' is the phased
and feasible development of
city centers at the stations in the
long term. This holistic app-
roach reflects the Ministry's
commitment to delivering a
seamless, sustainable, and
modern travel experience for
passengers across the exte-
nsive railway network. As the
scheme unfolds, it is poised to
redefine railway stations as
vibrant, accessible hubs,
fostering connectivity, and
contributing to the overall
development of the comm-
unities they serve.

This information was given by
the Minister of Railways,
Communications & Electronic &
Information Technology, Shri
Ashwini Vaishnaw in a written
reply to a question in Rajya
Sabha.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Accelerates Infrastructure Growth

with Rs 7300 Crore Projects in Jhabua, Madhya Pradesh

Source/PIB- In a significant
stride towards comprehensive
development, Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi laid the
foundation stone for an array of
transformative projects worth
approximately Rs 7300 Crores
in Jhabua, Madhya Pradesh.
The visionary leader dedicated
these projects spanning road,
rail, power, and water sectors,
focusing on uplifting the tribal
community that has historically
faced development disparities.

Under the overarching vision
of Antyodaya, the Prime
Minister emphasized the com-
mitment to ensuring that the
fruits of progress reach every
corner of the society, parti-
cularly benefitting the tribal
population that has been
historically underserved. The
projects inaugurated today
reflect this commitment, addre-
ssing the needs of the signi-
ficant tribal community in the

region.

Among the key railway
projects unveiled, the redevelo-
pment of Ratlam and Megh-
nagar railway stations took
center stage, aligning with the
Amrit Bharat station scheme.
These initiatives aim to enhance
passenger experiences and
modernize facilities for a seam-
less travel experience.

Furthermore, the Prime
Minister laid the foundation
stone for critical railway projects,
including the doubling of the
Indore-Dewas-Ujjain C cabin
railway line, the Itarsi-North-
South grade separator with yard
remodelling, and the third line

connecting Barkhera-Budni
Itarsi. These projects are
expected to fortify rail infrastru-
cture, reducing travel time for
both passenger and freight
trains, thereby promoting effici-
ency and connectivity.

The cere-mony witnessed the
presence of dignitaries such
as the Governor of Madhya
Pradesh, Mangubhai C. Patel,
Chief Minister Shri Mohan
Yadav, and Union Minister for
Tribal Affairs, Shri Arjun Munda,
signifying the collective commit-
ment to regional development.

The foundation stone laying
for these transformative projects
underscores Prime Minister
Modi’s unwavering dedication to
bolstering infrastructure and
fostering inclusive growth. The
redevelopment of stations and
the doubling of the railway line
projects mark a crucial step
towards progress & connectivity
in Jhabua, Madhya Pradesh.

e Editorial

“Exam Success: Embrace Your
Best, Avoid Overthinking!"

As students gear up for board and competitive
exams, a pertinent reminder surfaces: don't

overthink, just do your

best. The pressure to

perform often leads to unhealthy comparisons with
peers, fostering anxiety and self-doubt. Yet, the
essence of success lies in personal effort, not in

outdoing others.

In the race for academic excellence, it's crucial to
maintain perspective. Each student possesses

unique strengths and challenges.

Comparing

oneself to others only detracts from individual
growth and potential. Instead, focus on personal

progress and

improvement.

Celebrate your

achievements, however small they may seem.

Exams are not merely tests of knowledge; they're
opportunities for self-discovery and resilience.
Embrace challenges with confidence, knowing that
your worth extends far beyond numerical scores.
Cultivate a mindset of perseverance and
determination, and success will inevitably follow.

To all students embarking on this journey,
remember: you are capable, you are worthy, and
you are enough. Believe in your abilities, trust your
instincts, and let your hard work shine. The journey
may be daunting, but with grit and determination,

triumph awaits.

As you enter the exam hall, carry with you the
spirit of self-assurance and positivity. Don't let
comparison steal your joy or overthinking cloud
your judgment. Here's wishing every student the
very best. May your efforts yield bountiful rewards,
and may you emerge victorious in your endeavors.

Good luck

REC Limited and Damodar Valley Corporation sign

agreements worth < 588 crores for Development
of Tubed Coal Mines in Damodar Valley Region

e

Source/PIB- REC Limited, a

Maharatna Central Public
Sector Enterprise under the
Ministry of Power and leading
NBFC, has signed agreements
worth Rs. 588 crores with
Damodar Valley Corporation
(DVC) to strengthen infrastr-
ucture and energy projects in
the Damodar Valley region.
The agreements aim to
strengthen the cooperation
between REC and DVC for the
development of tubed coal
mines, and include a Term
Loan agreement, an Escrow
agreement, and Hypothecation
deeds.

The agreement was signed
by Senior Chief Project
Manager, REC Regional
Office, Kolkata, Shri Santosh

General Manager (Finance),
DVC, Shri Durgesh Maity, in
the presence of Chairman and
Managing Director, DVC, Shri
S. Suresh Kumar & members
of DVC’s technical, finance,
and administrative teams. The
agreements signed under-
score the collaborative efforts
of both organizations in
promoting sustainable develo-
pment & leveraging resources
for the greater benefit of the
community. REC and DVC
remain steadfast in their
dedication to fostering innov-
ation, efficiency, and excell-
ence in the energy sector,
driving positive change and
prosperity for all stake-holders
involved.
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SHRI VIVEK KUMAR GUPTA ASSUMED CHARGE

AS THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF NHSRCL

Source/ NHSRCL- Shri
Vivek Kumar Gupta, an IRSE
1988 batch officer, has
assumed charge as Man-
aging Director of National
High Speed Rail Corporation
Ltd. (Organi-sation executing
India’s first bullet train
project). Before joining NHS-
RCL, he served as the
Principal Executive Director/
Gati-Shakti at the Railway
Board (Ministry of Railways) &
was responsible for the
integrated functioning of
seven (07) departments: Civil
(Works, Project Monitoring &
Station Development), Elect-
rical (RE), Signal and
Telecommunication, Traffic,
Finance, Planning, and Eco-
nomic Directorates, operating
as one cohesive team for
planning & execution of all
projects including station
development of Indian
Railways, duly following the
theme of PM Gati-Shakti
program.

Shri Gupta has held various
senior positions in Central &

Western Railway,
including Chief Admi-
nistrative Officer (Con-
struction), Chief Track
Engineer, Chief Bridge
Engineer & Divisional
Railway Manager
(DRM). In these roles, he
was accountable for
construction projects,
enco-mpassing the
construction of new
lines, gauge conversion,
doubling/multitracking,
traffic facility works, track
construction works, &
maintenance of railway brid-
ges, among others.

During his tenure as Chief
Engineer at Mumbai Rail Vikas
Corporation (MRVC), he played
a key role in project coordi-
nation for MUTP I/MUTP Il and
MUTP I, with a total cost of
about Rs. 20,000 Cr and
additionally, led the preparation
works for the MUTP 3A project,
costing about Rs. 34,000 Cr.
His responsibilities extended to
the coordination of all civil
engineering aspects at MRVC

and interactions with various
agencies, including the World
Bank, AllIB, MMRDA, CIDCO,
and GoM, addressing planning
and execution-related issues.

As DRM/Bhusaval between
April 2019 and August 2021, he
assumed overall responsibility
for the Bhusaval division of
Central Railway and the duties
encompassed ensuring safety,
efficiency, infrastructural works,
revenue expenditure control,
and staff welfare.

Sanjay Kumar Jain Assumes
Responsibilities as CMD of IRCTC

Source/PIB- In a significant

development, Mr. Sanjay
Kumar Jain, an accomplished
Indian Railway Traffic Serv-
ices (IRTS) Officer from the
1990 batch, has taken charge
as the Chairman & Managing
Director of the Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism Corpo-
ration Ltd (IRCTC) on Feb-
ruary 14,2024.

A seasoned Chartered
Accountant, Mr. Jain's illustr-
ious career spans over three
decades, showcasing his
leadership prowess in various
capacities within the Ministry
of Railways, Public Sector
Undertakingsn(PSUs), and

the Department of
Public Enterprises.
His remarkable roles
include serving as
the Principal Chief
Commercial Man-
ager, Northern Rail-
way, Group General
Manager (North
Zone) atIRCTC, and
Divisional Railway
Manager in Mumbai,
Central Railway.
During his tenure
as Group General
Manager at IRCTC,
Mr. Jain played a
pivotal role in eleva-
ting the luxury train
Maharajas’ Express
through innovative
marketing strat-
egies. Under his leader-ship,
the tourism business in
IRCTC's North Zone witnessed
an extra-ordinary growth of 35
times in just five years. Notably,
he spearheaded the develo-
pment of India’s first 'Executive
Lounge' at New Delhi Railway
Station, akin to airport lounges.
As Divisional Railway Mana-
ger in Mumbai, Mr. Jain
demonstrated exemplary lead-
ership, overseeing a workforce
of 30,000 personnel respon-
sible for the largest Suburban
Railway Network, serving
around 40 lakhs commuters
daily. His initiatives for
cleanliness were recognized

with the prestigious "Best Iconic
Swachhata Place Award" for
Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Terminus by the Jal Shakti
Ministry. He also led the
conservation of Mumbai
Byculla Railway Station, which
won the UNESCO Asia Pacific

Cultural Heritage Award in
2023.
Mr. Jain's commitment to

women empowerment resulted
in the establishment of the first
all-women-run railway station
at Matunga, Mumbai, earning a
place in The Limca Book of
Records. His environmental
initiatives, including the "Muck
Special" train dedicated to
picking up garbage along
railway lines in Mumbai,
showcased his dedication to
sustainability.

The Ministry of Railways has
twice honored Mr. Jain with the
Minister of Railways Award,
recognizing his meritorious
services in 1999 and 2019. His
career stands as a testament to
his versatile leadership, tech-
nical expertise, and unwavering
commitment to system develo-
pment and efficiency. As he
takes the reins at IRCTC, the
industry looks forward to the
continued growth & innovation
under his capable leadership.

RITES & AD

Ports Group

collahorate to drive growth
in Logistics Infrastructure

Development

Source/RITES- RITES
Limited, a leading transport
infrast-ructure consultancy and
engi-neering firm, & AD Ports
Group, a leading facilitator of
global trade, logistics and
industry, announced a strategic
Memo-randum of Under-
standing (MoU) to explore joint
ventures and collaborations in
key areas of trade and logistics
on 14th February, 2024.

The collabo-ration brings
together RITES' rich expertise
in transport infrastructure
development and project
management with AD Ports
Group's extensive port-folio of
world-class ports, logistics
solutions, and vertically-
integrated business Clusters.
The MoU aims to bring about
mutual engagement with the
objective of exploring potential
opportunities of joint coope-
ration for working together in
the upcoming IMEEC and in the
areas of infrastructure develop-
ment such as ports, multimodal
logistic parks, free trade zones,
rail connectivity projects and
logistics infrastructure services.

Mr. Rahul Mithal, Chairman
and Managing Director, RITES
Limited, said, “This is a natural
partnership between two giants
with enormous experience,
skill, & a rich legacy and marks
a significant step forward in our

global expansion strategy.
We are confident that our comb-
ined expertise will create
transformative synergies, pro-
pelling growth across various
areas of infrastructure develop-
ment such as the upcoming
IMEEC and other global logistic
initiatives.

“Captain Mohamed Juma Al
Shamisi, Managing Director
and Group CEO, AD Ports
Group, said, “Our collaboration
with RITES would significantly
advance the objectives of both
of our great nations, building on
the strong, successful and well-
established relationship. With
our wise leaders’ guidance, we
aim to further our ambitious
economic objectives that will
profoundly impact global com-
merce, invigorating ancillary
sectors. As a Group, we are
committed to expanding our
global footprint, creating value,
driving economic diversifi-
cation, and making a positive
impact on the communities we
serve. Through leveraging our
collective expertise and
resources, with a clear strategy
for growth through integration
and expansion, we can set new
global benchmarks in opera-
tional excellence, digital innov-
ation, & sustainable growth.

CONCOR and Bangladesh Ministry of Railways
Extend Key Agreement: Sri Sanjay Swarup and

Dr Md. Humayun Kabir Sign Addendum to MoU,

Source/RSB- In a significant
move aimed at bolstering
cross-border trade and enhan-
cing regional connectivity,
Container Corporation of India
Ltd (CONCOR) has taken
another historic step by exte-
nding its agreement with the
Container Company of
Bangladesh Ltd (CCBL). Sri
Sanjay Swarup, Chairman and
Managing Director of CON-
COR, and Dr Md. Humayun
Kabir, Secretary of the Ministry
of Railways, Bangladesh,
joined forces to sign an add-
endum to the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) originally
established inApril 2017.

The renewed agreement, set
to remain in effect until 7th April
2027, reflects the commit-ment
of both nations to fostering
seamless trade and logistics
operations. CONCOR, a key
player in India's container
logistics sector, continues to
play a pivotal role in streng-
thening ties between the two
neighboring countries. This

Strengthening Cross-Border Trade Until 2027

extension not only reaffirms
the mutual trust and cooper-
ation between CONCOR and
CCBL but also underscores
the importance of rail transport
in facilitating efficient cross-
border trade. The collabo-
ration is poised to contribute
significantly to the economic
growth of both India and
Bangladesh, promoting
smoother cargo movement
and reducing transit times.
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Source/DMRC PR- The
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) and Gati Shakti
Vishwavidyalaya (GSV),
Vadodara signed a Memor-
andum of Understanding
(MoU) at Metro Bhawan in the
presence of Dr. Vikas Kumar,
Managing Director, DMRC
and Professor (Dr.) Manoj
Chaudhary, Vice Chancellor,
Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya
and other senior officials. This
historic MoU marks a signi-
ficant leap towards fostering
collaboration, enriching acad-
emic endeavours, and esta-
blishing a lasting partnership
between these two premier

DMRC and Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya, Vadodara

Forge Academic Partnership with Signing of MoU

institutions.

Both the DMRC and GSV
will now work together to|
organise studies and research
in the area of transportation &
logistics, more particularly
related to Metro Rail Techno-
logy, there by, promoting
research, education, and trai-
ning; deepening the under-
standing of scientific, techno-
logical, & management issues
establishing a seamless plat-
form for knowledge exchange;
fostering innovative solutions

—

) memE2 noun Bnoerst Bwe v - | A
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across diverse disciplines by

combining strengths, and
enhancing capacity building
through participative learning.
The collaborative efforts are
anticipated to create ripples of
positive change in the acade-

mic and transportation land-

Vikas Kumar, MD/
DMRC while congratulating
every-one involved in this
initiative for their dedication

38 win-win situation for both the

institu-tions, marking a
significant step towards
contributing to the larger cause
of nationbuilding”.

DMRC, through its premier
training academy known as
‘Delhi Metro Rail Academy’, is

imparting customized training
since 2002 on various aspects
of project planning, impleme-
ntation of operations and
maintenance of rail based
urban transportation systems
etc. Whereas, Gati Shakti
Vishwa-vidyalaya (GSV) is
India’s first University in the
transportation and logistics
sectors. The University offers a
unique value proposition in
applied education, training,
skilling and research through
experiential learning and
academia-industry interface to
build top quality manpower.
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