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RAILWAYS TO EASE CROWDING!
PERMANENT WAITING AREAS AT 60 MAJOR STATIONS

BIG MOVE TO MANAGE PASSENGER RUSH APPROVED BY RA

Source/ RSB - The Union Railways Ministry has
approved the creation of permanent waiting areas
outside 60 major railway stations across the country
to manage periodic surges in passenger flow. The
decision was taken during a high-level meeting
chaired by Union Railway Minister Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw. These designated waiting areas will help
control overcrowding inside station premises, ens-
uring better passenger convenience and smoother !
railway operations. This initiative is part of the
ministry’s broader efforts to enhance station =
infrastructure and improve travel experiences for F 1‘
passengers. i (L AEGT
Following decisions have been taken.
Permanent outside waiting areas at 60 stations: Access control:
e During the festival season of 2024, waiting areas
were created outside stations. These waiting areas
were able to hold large crowds at Surat Udhna,
Patna and New Delhi. Passengers were allowed
only when the train came to the platform.
e Similar arrangements were made during Maha-
kumbh at nine stations of Prayag area.
e Based on the experience of these stations, we have

stations.

stations at 60 stations across the country which
periodically face heavy crowds.

e Pilot projects have started at New Delhi, Anand
Vihar, Varanasi, Ayodhya, and Patna stations.

e With this concept, the sudden crowd will be
contained within the waiting area. Passengers will
be allowed to go to platforms only when the trains

effective

Cameras:

arrive at the platform. This will decongest the @ Cameras helped crowd management in a big way
during Mahakumbh. Alarge number of cameras will

stations.

o Complete access control will be initiated at the 60

e Passengers with confirmed reserve tickets will be
given direct access to the platforms.

e Passengers without a ticket or with a waiting list
ticket will waitin the outside waiting area.

o Allunauthorised entry points will be sealed.

Wider foot-over-bridges (FOB):

decided to create permanent waiting areas outside ¢ Two new designs of 12 metre wide (40 feet) and 6
metre wide (20 feet) standard FOB have been
developed. These wide FOBs with ramps were very
in crowd management during
Mahakumbh. These new standard wide FOBs will
beinstalled in all the stations.

ILWAYS MINISTRY.

be installed in all stations and adjoining areas for
'l close monitoring.
I Warrooms:
/ '\ e War rooms at large stations will be developed.
Officers of all departments will work in the war
room during crowd situations.

New generation communication equipment:

e Latestdesign digital communication equipment like
walkie-talkies, announcement systems, calling
systems will be installed on all heavy crowd
stations.

New design ID card:

o All staff and service persons will be given a new
design ID card so that only authorised persons can
enter the station.

New design uniform for staff:

o All staff members will be given new design uniforms
so that they can be easily identified during a crisis
situation.

Upgradation of station director post:

o All major stations will have a senior officer as
station director. All other departments will report to
the station director.

® Station director will get financial empowerment so
that he can take on-the-spot decisions for
improving the station.

Sale of tickets as per capacity:

e Station Director will be empowered to control the
sale of tickets as per capacity of the station and the
available trains.

Railway Minister expresses gratitude to the exceptional
efforts of Rail Karmayogi at Prayagraj, Mahakumbh

Source/ RSB - Union Railway Minister
Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw inspected
Prayagraj Junction Railway Station
(NCR), Prayag Junction Railway Station
(NR), Prayagraj Rambagh Railway
Station (NER), and Subedarganj
Railway Station. He met with officials
and employees who provided services
during the Mahakumbh and congra-
tulated them on the successful organi-
zation of the event. While addressing
railway officials and employees, the
.| Union Minister praised the coordinated
| efforts of the railway administration, civil
L defense, Government Railway Police
(GRP), Railway Protection Force (RPF),
mechanical, electrical, and engineering
departments, among others, for their
commendable work during the Maha-
kumbh Mela. He stated that Indian

Railways had initially planned to run
13,000 trains for the event, but
ultimately, more than 16,000 trains were
operated to facilitate the travel of
devotees. He further mentioned that
Indian Railways successfully trans-
ported approximately estimated 4.5 to 5
crores devotees to and from Prayagraj
during the Mahakumbh. The Union
Minister highlighted that

the grand organization of the Maha-
kumbh in Prayagraj showcased India’s
unity and cultural heritage to the world.
He added that the Mahakumbh is a
symbol of the country’s faith and unity.
The Union Minister also appreciated the
joint efforts of the central government,
the state government, and all depart-
ments in making the event a grand

success.

preparations for the Maha-
kumbh had begun two and a
half years in advance, with
an investment of 5,000
crore allocated for the cons-
truction of over 21 flyovers,
underpasses, and bridges.
He emphasized that under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, [
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India to he Ready for ‘Made in India’
Chip hy 2025: Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw

Double-Engine Government Driving

Investment Surge in Madhya Pradesh

Source/RSB- Union Minister for Railways, Communications,
and Electronics & IT, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, addressed the
second day of the Global Investors Summit 2025 in Bhopal via
video conferencing. On this occasion, he congratulated the
HLBS family for their new plant on the auspicious eve of
Mahashivratri.During his address, Shri Vaishnaw announced
that India’s first ‘Made in India’ semiconductor chip would be
ready for production by 2025, marking a significant milestone in
the country’s technological progress. He credited Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi and Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shri
Mohan Yadav for their efforts in boosting electronic
manufacturing in the state. Highlighting the rapid developmentin
the sector, he mentioned that two electronic manufacturing
clusters—one in Bhopal and another in Jabalpur—have been
approved under the leadership of Prime Minister Modi. Currently,
85 companies are actively engaged in electronics manufacturing
in Madhya Pradesh, reinforcing the success of the Double-
Engine Governmentin driving industrial growth

Training for 20,000 Engineers in Madhya Pradesh

The Union Minister also highlighted the government's
commitment to technological advancement by announcing the
training of 20,000 engineers under the Future Skills Program in
Madhya Pradesh. Over the past decade, the electronics
manufacturing sector has witnessed unprecedented growth,
reaching a valuation of ¥10 lakh crore. India is currently exporting
electronics worth 2.5 lakh crore, including mobile (¥4 lakh crore);
laptops, servers, telecom equipment (375,000 crore) and
defence & medical electronics. Electronics is amongst the Top 3
exportitems.

Strengthening India’s Semiconductor

Manufacturing Capabilities

India has made significant progress in semiconductor
manufacturing, with five units under construction simultaneously.
The first ‘Made in India’ chip is expected to roll out by 2025. To
further strengthen the talent pipeline, the government has
initiated a program to train 85,000 engineers in advanced
semiconductor and electronics manufacturing. Shri Vaishnaw
apprised Prime Minister Narendra Modi's clear vision and
leadership, emphasizing that the government's unwavering
commitment has propelled India’s electronics manufacturing
industry to new heights. He congratulated Chief Minister Shri
Mohan Yadav and the people of Madhya Pradesh on this
remarkable achievement and extended his best wishes on the
auspicious occasion of Mahashivratri.

Key Features of the New IT Campus

The newly inaugurated IT campus spans 1 lakh square feet,
equipped with state-of-the-art faciliies to manufacture IT
hardware and electronic products under one roof. The plant will
produce servers, desktops, motherboards, chassis, RAM, SSDs,
drones, and robots, among other end-to-end electronic
components. Over the next six years, the campus will witness an
investment of approximately ¥150 crore, generating employment
for nearly 1,200 professionals. The facility will also manufacture
desktop computers, all-in-one workstations, laptops, tablets, and
monitors. On the first day of the Global Investors Summit, the
Union Minister also announced significant investments in
Madhya Pradesh. The Indian Railways and the Madhya Pradesh
government signed agreements on renewable energy projects,
further strengthening their partnership.

India’s Focus on Future-Ready Infrastructure

The Modi government has been focusing extensively on future-
ready infrastructure and capacity building. To achieve the vision
of Viksit Bharat 2047, the government is prioritizing four key
areas across all sectors: infrastructure investment, inclusive
growth, manufacturing expansion, and simplification of laws.

India’s Development on the Fast Track

Over the past decade, India has laid over 31,000 km of new
railway tracks, making remarkable strides in railway
infrastructure. Under the world’s largest station redevelopment
program, more than 1,337 railway stations are undergoing
modernization. For the fiscal year 2025-26, a record allocation of
%14,745 crore has been made for the development of railway
infrastructure in Madhya Pradesh. Additionally, since 2014, 2,808
km of railway lines in the state have been electrified, achieving
100% railway electrification in the region.

HOWRAH DIVISION LAUNCHES “PLANT4MOTHER”
CAMPAIGN TO ENHANCE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

Source/ER- Eastern Railway’s Howrah Division
has launched a significant environmental
initiative, “PLANT4AMOTHER (T& U | & A1),
aimed at improving the working environment,
enhancing passenger amenities, and ensuring
safety. With an ambitious target of planting
330,000 trees across the division, meticulous
planning was undertaken to utilize vulnerable
and abandoned railway land effectively. The
plantation efforts were strategically categorized
into four key areas: Station Approach Develo-
pment, Vacant Land in Railway Colonies, Land
Recovered from Unauthorized Encroachments,
and Cess Area for Seeding. To ensure smooth
execution without disrupting railway operations,
innovative plantation structures were designed,
and tree species were carefully selected. The
campaign has already achieved remarkable
progress, with 292,805 saplings planted at
various locations such as station premises,
circulating areas, and railway colonies within the
division. One of the most notable achievements
of this initiative was the successful replantation of
seven old-aged trees from the proposed Platform
24 site at Howrah Station to the opposite side of

the Rail Museum. This was a crucial step in
facilitating platform construction while pre-
serving greenery. The replantation process was
executed with expert guidance and biochemical
fertilizers to ensure tree survival. Ensuring long-
term sustainability, the Howrah Division has
taken proactive measures to nurture the
saplings and protect them from environmental
threats. Mass plantation programs have also
been organized at multiple stations, encou-
raging participation from daily passengers, local
residents, and railway staff from different
departments. This collaborative approach has
strengthened the credibility of the campaign and
garnered widespread community support.
Through “PLANT4MOTHER,” the Howrah
Division Engineering Department is not only
working towards environmental conservation
but also focusing on beautifying railway
premises, improving the passenger experience,
and fostering community engagement. By
continuing this initiative, the Division remains
committed to enhancing railway infrastructure
while promoting sustainability and ecological
balance.

Ensure Water Arrangements and Fire Safety

Precautions In View of the
Shri Arun Kumar Jain,

Ensuing Summer Season -
General Manager, SCR

Source/SCR- Shri Arun Kumar
Jain, General Manager, South
Central Railway (SCR), chaired
a meeting on 3rd March 2025 at
Rail Nilayam, Secunderabad, to
discuss measures in preparation
for the upcoming summer sea-
son and ensure the safety of train
operations. Shri Neeraj Agrawal,
Additional General Manager,
SCR, and Principal Heads of
Departments participated in the
meeting, while Divisional Rail- \

precautions, including cond-
ucting fire safety audits and
proper maintenance of equip-
ment, to avoid fire incidents on
railway premises during sum-
mer. Further, he instructed the
immediate repair of ACs and
water coolers in stations and
trains to prevent breakdowns.
GM also conducted a review of
train opera-tions, emphasizing
that Safety, Punctuality, and
Loading are the three key

way Managers (DRMs) from the

six divisions-Vijayawada, Gun-
takal, Guntur, Secunderabad, Hyderabad, and
Nanded joined the session via video confe-
rence. During the meeting, the GM emphasized
the importance of making necessary water
arrangements at stations, trains, and railway
colonies well in advance of the summer season.
He directed all divisions to ensure sufficient
water supply, especially for passe-ngers, and to
undertake preventive measures in anticipation of
higher demand during the heat. Additionally, he
stressed the need for comprehensive fire safety

performance parameters of
Indian Railways. He instructed the divisions to
address train delays and improve punctuality.
The General Manager also reviewed ongoing
safety drives and stressed the need for strict
adherence to safety guidelines, ensuring the
smooth operation of trains. He encouraged the
continued education of onfield staff to prevent
accidents and ensure safe working conditions.
Shri Jain's leadership aims to enhance the
efficiency and safety of operations on South
Central Railway during the upcoming summer.

Malkajgiri Railway Station Being Redeveloped with an Expenditure
of Rs. 27.61 Crores under Amrit Bharat Station Scheme

Source/RSB - As part of a nationwide initiative to
upgrade railway stations, Malkajgiri Railway
Station in Telangana is undergoing redevelo-
pment under the "Amrit Bharat Station Scheme"
(ABSS). This ambitious project aims to mode-
rnize 40 stations across Telangana, with a total
estimated cost of Rs. 2,737 crores, enhancing
passenger amenities and turning them into
growth centers for the region. The initiative
received a significant boost when Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi laid the foundation
stone for the station redevelopment in August
2023 and February 2024. The scheme also
includes the major upgradation of Secunderabad
Railway Station and the development of
Charlapalli station as an alternate terminal to
ease congestion. The ABSS initiative is a long-
term policy designed to continuously modernize
Indian Railways stations based on a master plan
that meets the increasing needs of passengers.
Malkajgiri Railway Station, located just 3 km from
Secunderabad, is one of the stations selected for

redevelopment under this scheme. The project is
being undertaken at an estimated cost of Rs.
27.61 crores. As of now, approximately 60% of
the redevelopment work has been completed,
and the remaining works are progressing rapidly,
with the goal to complete them by the end of the
current financial year. Malkajgiri is categorized as
Suburban Grade-3 (SG-3) and serves an
average of 2,500 passengers daily, generating
annual earnings of Rs. 5.48 crore. The station,
which falls under the Secunderabad-Manmad
section, is an essential hub for commuter rail
transport in the twin cities. Proposed upgrades
include improvements to the station building
fagade, an entrance portico, a 12-meter-wide
Foot Over Bridge (FOB) with lifts and escalators,
platform surface improvements, additional
covers over platforms, enhanced waiting halls,
and better facilities for Divyangjan passengers.
The station will also feature improved lands-
caping and cultural depictions to enrich the
passenger experience.
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MoSR V. Somanna Inspects
Guwahati Railway Station,
HBiEWS Redevelopment Plans

Source/RSB- Minister of State for Railways, Shri V. Somanna,
conducted an inspection of Guwahati Railway Station, a crucial
junction in India’s railway network. The visit focused on
assessing the ongoing redevelopment master plan, which aims
to enhance passenger experience with modern infrastructure,
improved connectivity, and upgraded facilities. During the
inspection, Shri Somanna praised the station’s commitment to
cleanliness and inclusivity. He particularly noted the installation
of Braille signage and sign language guidance, which have
significantly improved accessibility for visually and hearing-
impaired passengers. The redevelopment project is expected to
transform the station into a more efficient and passenger-friendly
hub, reinforcing Indian Railways' commitment to modernization
and enhanced travel convenience.

RUNL Expands Operations in the Middle
East with Strategic Partnership

Source/RSB- Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL) has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Abhinava Strategic
Partners Pvt Ltd to enhance its advisory services across key
infrastructure sectors in Saudi Arabia and the Middle East. The
partnership will focus on railways, Mass Rapid Transit Systems
(MRTS), tunnels, highways, expressways, bridges, buildings,
airports, ports, irrigation, and renewable energy projects. This
strategic collaboration aims to leverage RVNL's expertise in
infrastructure development, contributing to the region’s rapid
urban expansion and modernization. By expanding its footprint
internationally, RVNL reinforces its commitment to global
infrastructure growth and sustainable development.

RITES Secures High-Speed Rail Survey
Project from South Central Railway

Source/RSB-RITES Ltd. has been awarded a significant project
by South Central Railway for conducting the Final Location
Survey of a High-Speed Elevated Rail Corridor connecting
Hyderabad-Bengaluru and Hyderabad-Chennai. The project will
utilize advanced survey techniques, including Airborne and
Terrestrial LIDAR, to ensure precision. RITES will undertake key
tasks such as:

e DPR Preparation e Final Alignment Design e Traffic Survey &
ROR Calculations e Detailed Estimates & EPC Documentation
This milestone further reinforces RITES’ commitment to shaping
next-generation rail infrastructure and enhancing connectivity
across major cities.

MD/DFCCIL Inspects Fourth Tunnel at Kundevahal
and Kalamboli Viaduct in WDFC Project

Source/RSB- Sh. Praveen Kumar, Managing Director, DFCCIL,
conducted a comprehensive inspection of the Fourth Tunnel at
Kundevahal and the Kalamboli Viaduct in the JNPT-Vaitarna
section, marking a crucial step in the progress of the Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor (WDFC). This inspection highlights
the final phase of the corridor’s development, which is expected
to significantly enhance freight transportation efficiency and
connectivity. The WDFC, once fully operational, will streamline
logistics, reduce transit time, and bolster economic growth by
facilitating seamless cargo movement between key industrial
hubs and ports. With modern infrastructure and advanced
engineering, the WDFC is set to play a pivotal role in
strengthening India’s freight network, boosting trade, and
supporting the country’s vision for a robust transportation
ecosystem.

CMD IRCON Reviews Progress of Katni Grade
Separator Project, Galls for Expedited Completion

Source/RSB-The Chairmanand (-
Managing Director (CMD) of |

IRCON, along with the concerned
director, conducted a compre-
hensive review of the Katni Grade
Separator project's progress on
February 26, 2025. During the
inspection, directives were iss-
ued to accelerate the project's
completion, emphasizing its
significance in improving rail
connectivity and operational
efficiency. The following day,
February 27, 2025, CMD IRCON
held a high-level meeting with the
General Manager of West Central
Railway & other principal heads of departments.
The meeting focused on assessing the ongoing
developments, addressing key challenges, and
strategizing measures to ensure timely
execution.A major milestone in the project was
recently achieved with the successful launch of a
91.4-meter, 565-metric-ton open web girder on
February 22, 2025. This development marks a
crucial step toward the project's goal of

~\

enhancing rail traffic movement in the
region.The Katni Grade Separator Project aims
to create a seamless, uninterrupted passage for
both passenger and freight trains, significantly
reducing congestion and improving operational
efficiency. Once completed, the project is
expected to bolster railway infrastructure,
contributing to smoother transportation and
economic growth in the area.

IRCTC, IRFC get

Railway Minister Congratulates

Source/RSB- Government has approved the
upgradation of Indian Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) & Indian Railway
Finance Corporation (IRFC) as Navratna
companies. Announcing this good news through
a X post, the Department of Public Enterprises
on its handle wrote that IRCTC has become the
25th and IRFC the 26th #Navratna company
among CPSEs. Union Minister of Railways
Ashwini Vaishnaw congratulated both teams of
IRCTC and IRFC on their feat of being upgraded
to the Navratna status. The Hon’ble Minister
says, “We are happy to share that all the 7 listed
PSUs of Railways are now at Navratna status,
and this has happened after 2014.” CONCOR:
July 2014, RVNL: May 2023, IRCON and RITES
in Oct 2023, Railtel: Aug 2024, and now IRCTC
and IRFC. This is a major achievement, and this
reflects our Hon’ble PM Shri Narendra Modi ji's
very focused attention on transforming
Railways.” He also thanked the Hon’ble Finance
Minister on this occasion.

IRCTC

IRCTC is a Ministry of Railways CPSE with an
annual turnover of ¥4,270.18 Cr, a Profit After
Tax (PAT) of €1,111.26 Cr, and a net worth of
3,229.97 Cr for FY 2023-24. IRFC is also a
Ministry of Railways CPSE with an annual
turnover of 326,644 Cr, PAT of 36,412 Cr, and a
net worth of ¥49,178 Cr for FY 2023-24. The
Navratna recognition marks a momentous
achievement as IRCTC is celebrating 25 years
of excellence in catering, tourism, and online
ticketing services in 2025. This is a testament to
the operational excellence of the Corporation in
the Hospitality, Travel, and Tourism Sector
achieved over the years. Navratna PSUs play a
crucial role in nation-building by driving
economic growth and enhancing India's position
in the global competitive market. The upgraded
status allows IRCTC to expand its footprint and
enhance its service offerings in the travel,
tourism, and hospitality sectors.

Navratna status:

IRFC

Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC), a
key financial institution under the Ministry of
Railways, has been awarded the prestigious
Navratna status by the Government of India.
This recognition marks a significant milestone in
IRFC’s journey as one of the Central Public
Sector Enterprises (CPSE) supporting India’s
railway infrastructure.

Established on December 12, 1986, as a 100%
government-owned entity, IRFC has been
instrumental in financing the expansion and
modernization of Indian Railways. With a
revenue of over 26,600 crore and a profit after
tax exceeding %6,400 crore as of March 31,
2024, IRFC is now the third-largest government
NBFC in India.

Benefits of Navratna Status:

Navratna PSUs enjoy several advantages,

suchas:

e Financial Autonomy:

They can form joint ventures, subsidiaries,
and enter into mergers or acquisitions without
needing direct government intervention.

e Operational Freedom:

They can make independent business and
investment decisions, enabling them to
compete with private sector companies.

e They have greater flexibility in HR mana-
gement, including hiring professionals at
market-linked salaries.

e Global Expansion:

They can enter international markets, form
strategic alliances, and expand globally
without strict bureaucratic constraints.

o Better Market Position:

Navratna companies are considered finan-
cially stable and attract more investor
confidence.

Their strong financial performance allows
them to generate better returns for share-
holders
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MoSR Mr. Ravneet Bittu Conducts Window

Trailing Inspection of Rattanayarh-Churu Section

Source/RSB- Minister of State for Railways Shri Ravneet Bittu
conducted a window trailing inspection of the Rattanagarh-Churu
section in the Bikaner division. He was accompanied by
Divisional Railway Manager (DRM) Dr. Ashish Kumar and senior
railway officials. During the inspection, the team assessed track
conditions, signaling systems, and overall infrastructure to
ensure operational efficiency and passenger safety. Shri
Ravneet Bittu emphasized the importance of continuous
monitoring and timely upgrades for improved railway services.
The visit reflects the government’'s commitment to enhancing
railway infrastructure in the region.

MD/NHSRCL Inspects Thane and Desal
Khadi Bullet Train Station Sites

Source/RSB- On Feb 27, 2025 Shri Vivek Kumar Gupta,
Managing Director of the National High-Speed Rail Corporation
Limited (NHSRCL), along with the Director (Projects), conducted
an inspection of the Desai Khadi and Thane Bullet Train station
construction sites. At the Thane Bullet Train station site, the
foundation work is progressing steadily. Meanwhile, at Desai
Khadi, temporary access bridges are being constructed for the
bridge works. The inspection aimed to assess the pace of
development and ensure timely execution of the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad Bullet Train Corridor. The NHSRCL remains
committed to completing the high-speed rail project with
efficiency and precision, enhancing connectivity and
transforming India’s transportation landscape.

Patna Metro Achieves Major Progress with
Successful Tunneling Drive Completion

Source/RSB - The Patna Metro project marked a significant
achievement on 11 March with the successful completion of a
tunneling drive between Gandhi Maidan and Patna Junction
Shaft, covering a distance of 1.7 km. The event was graced by
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Bihar, Shri Nitish Kumar, and Hon’ble
Minister for Urban Development and Housing, Shri Jibesh
Kumar. Delhi Metro Rail Corporation’s (DMRC) Managing
Director, Dr. Vikas Kumar, was also present on the occasion. This
progress brings the city closer to a modern, efficient urban
transport system. The completion of the tunnel will pave the way
for further developments in the metro network, enhancing
connectivity and easing congestion in the capital.

DRM Lucknow Conducts Window Trailiny
Inspection of Lucknow-ROZA Section

Source/RSB -Divisional Railway Manager (DRM) Lucknow, Shri
S.M. Sharma, along with divisional officers, conducted a window
trailing inspection of the Lucknow-ROZA section. The inspection
aimed at assessing track conditions, signaling systems, and
overall operational efficiency. During the journey, officials closely
monitored track alignment, safety parameters, and passenger
amenities to ensure smooth railway operations. Shri Sharma
emphasized the importance of regular inspections to maintain
safety standards and enhance passenger experience. This
proactive initiative reflects Indian Railways' commitment to
providing safe and efficient travel for passengers while
continuously improving infrastructure and services.

Aatmanirbhar Bharat: Rs 2,906 crore contract signed with
BEL for Low-level Transportable Radar (Ashwini) for IAF

Source/RSB- As part of the Government'’s efforts to strengthen
indigenous defence capabilities of the country, Ministry of
Defence has inked a capital acquisition contract with Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL), Ghaziabad for the procurement of
Low-level Transportable Radar, LLTR (Ashwini) at a cost of Rs
2,906 crore. The radar is indigenously designed and developed
by Electronics & Radar Development Establishment, DRDO.
The contract was signed in the presence of Defence Secretary
Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh in New Delhion March 12,2025. LLTR
(Ashwini) is an active electronically scanned phased array radar
based on state-of-the-art solid state technology. The radar is
capable of tracking aerial targets from high-speed fighter aircraft
to slow moving targets such as Unmanned Aerial Vehicles and
helicopters. Its acquisition will significantly enhance the
operational preparedness of the Indian Air Force. The
programme is a major step towards achieving self-reliance in
defence manufacturing by reducing dependency on Foreign
Origin Equipment Manufacturers besides acting as a catalyst for
the development of defence industrial ecosystem in the country.

STATION REDEVELOPMENT WORK AT SURAT
STATION PROGRESSING AHEAD AT A RAPID PACE

Source/RSB- Surat station is undergoing a
complete transformation and is being developed
into a world-class station. Presently, the
concourse work in connection with the Surat
Station Redevelopment on Platform No. 2 & 3
(Phase — 1) is in progress. In view of this, the
block, which was initially planned until 8th March
2025, has now been further extended until 31st
March 2025. Accordingly, the change in the
terminal of a few trains originating/terminating
from Surat railway station, which was
temporarily shifted to Udhna, has been further
extended and will continue. Similarly, some of
the MEMU/Passenger trains being short-

terminated/originating from Udhna, Bhestan,
and Navsari stations have also been extended
until 31st March 2025. According to a press
release issued by the Chief Public Relations
Officer of Western Railway, Shri Vineet
Abhishek, the change of terminal will provide
operational flexibility, reduce congestion at
Surat station, allow augmentation and
upgradation of passenger services, and enable
faster execution of the ongoing infrastructural
project at Surat. The details of the affected trains
and the revised timings are enclosed as
Annexure |, 11, 1II, 1V, V, VI & VII.

Central Railway Gelebrates Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Jayanti: Honouring the Legacy of a Legendary Leader

Source/CR- On the occasion of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Jayanti, Central Railway
celebrated the remarkable legacy of the
legendary Maratha warrior, Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj, whose leadership, military expertise,
and contributions to India’s cultural and
historical heritage continue to inspire millions.
Shri Dharam Veer Meena, General Manager,
Central Railway, paid heartfelt tributes to the
great king at the CSMT heritage building. The
event was marked by enthusiastic chants of
"Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj ki Jay" as Shri
Meena garlanded the bust of Shivaji Maharaj,
paying homage to his enduring spirit. Speaking
on the occasion, Shri Meena emphasized,
“Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was one of India’s
greatest national heroes. He founded Hindavi
Swaraj based on justice, morality, and tolerance.
He was a benevolent, generous, and secular
ruler. Renaming this heritage terminus to

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus serves as
a tribute to his dedication to safeguarding his
people and his progressive leadership.” The
journey to honor Shivaji Maharaj began in 1996,
when Victoria Terminus (VT) was renamed
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus. In 2017, it was
further renamed as Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Terminus (CSMT), a reflection of Maharashtra's
deep admiration for the king’s role in shaping the
region’s identity. A significant milestone came on
April 7, 2004, when CSMT was designated as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Builtin 1887, this
architectural marvel continues to be a vital part
of Mumbai’s railway network, serving millions of
commuters daily. The celebration of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Jayanti is a reminder of his
courage, resilience, and selfless leadership.
Central Railway staff, senior officers, and other
dignitaries also participated in the event,
honoring his contributions to India's rich history.

Adequate provisions under the Companies Act,
2013 (Act) for strengthening corporate governance
and transparency in the management of companies

Source/RSB- The Companies Act, 2013 (Act) &
Rules made there under contain adequate
provisions for strengthening corporate gover-
nance & transparency in the management of
companies, including large corporations. It
provides for accountability for management of
companies through key managerial personnel,
Board of directors and shareholders. The Act &
Rules require companies to maintain books of
account, various returns and registers etc in the
prescribed form and keep them at their registered
offices. Compliances with applicable accounting
standards has also been mandated under the
Act. The companies are also required to forward
notices for the general meetings along with
explanatory statements as well as other
attachments for information and decision making
by the shareholders. Annual financial statements
are also required to be forwarded to share-
holders. In addition, the companies are required
to file various documents, copies of resolutions,
returns etc with the Registrar. The disclosures in
the Board'’s report including on risk management,
financial statements and annual returns have
also been mandated to ensure that every
relevant information is available to the stake-
holders as well as in the Registry. Accordingly,
whenever any irregularity in financials of the
Companies is reported, regulatory action under
Companies Act, 2013 is taken. The legal
framework for Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) has been provided through Section 135 of
the Companies Act, 2013 (‘Act'), Schedule VII of
the Act and Companies (CSR Policy) Rules,
2014. Schedule VII of the Act indicates the
eligible list of activities that can be undertaken by
the companies as CSR. The CSR mandated
companies can undertake any of the activities
mentioned in Schedule VII subject to fulfilment of
provisions as contained in the Act and

Companies (CSR Policy) Rules, 2014. Under the
Act, CSR is a Board driven process and the
Board of the company is empowered to plan,
decide, execute and monitor CSR activities
based on the recommendations of its CSR
Committee. The CSR framework is disclosure
based and companies are required to file details
of CSR activities annually in the MCA21 registry.
The CSR mandated companies are required to
provide information in their Annual Financial
Statement regarding the amount of expenditure
incurred on CSR activities. The Ministry has also
notified the Companies (Auditor's Report) Order,
2020, ("CARO, 2020") applicable from FY 2021-
22 which requires auditors to state details of any
unspent CSR amount. The details of CSR
activities, Impact Assessment etc. is to be
reported by the companies in the '‘Annual Report
on CSR'including an annual action plan on CSR
which is part of the Company's Board Report.
The Board's Report including Annual Report on
CSR s animportant tool of communication by the
Board of a company to its shareholders. Further,
those companies who have their websites are
required to make disclosures such as com-
position of CSR Committee, CSR Policy and
CSR projects approved by Board on their
website for public access and transparency.
Whenever any violation of CSR provisions is
reported, that is dealt as per provisions of the Act
after due examination of records and following
due process of law. Thus, the corporate
governance framework along with the existing
legal provisions such as mandatory disclosures,
accountability of the CSR Committee and the
Board, provisions for statutory audit of accounts
of the company, filing of forms etc. provide
adequate mechanism for effective use of CSR
fund/activity and enhance transparency on the
part of Companies.
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