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Sh. V Somanna Meets Hon'ble Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw to Discuss
Karnataka's Railway Projects
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Source/RSB- On September 29, Sh. V Somanna, Minister of
State for Railways, called on Hon'ble Union Minister of Railways,
Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, at his residence in New Delhi. The two
leaders held a productive discussion on the progress of key
railway projects in Karnataka. During the meeting, Sh. Somanna
expressed gratitude for Shri Vaishnaw's continued support in
advancing the state's railway infrastructure. The conversation
focused on accelerating critical projects aimed at improving
connectivity and boosting economic development in Karnataka.
Sh. Vaishnaw reaffirmed his commitment to providing all
necessary resources for the timely completion of these
initiatives. The discussion underscored the importance of
modernizing the railway network in Karnataka, which plays a
crucialrole in the state’s growth.

Sh. V Somanna Inspects Railway Coaching
Depot Construction in Shivamogga

—_— — F

B The new coaching depot is expected to significantly
improve the maintenance and management of
trains, facilitating smoother operations and better
service for passengers. :

Source/RSB- Sh. V Somanna, Minister of State for Railways
(MOSR), inspected the ongoing construction of the "Railway
Coaching Depot” near Kote Ganguru, Shivamogga Taluk, on 26th
September 2024, The depot is being developed with state-of-the-
art facilities and essential infrastructure to enhance railway
services in the region. Hon'ble Members of Parliament, Members
of Legislative Assembly, party leaders, and officials from the
Railway Department accompanied Sh. Somanna during the
inspection. They reviewed the progress and discussed various
aspects of the depot's development, emphasizing the importance
of timely completion. This project is seen as a key step in
improving rail connectivity and boosting economic growth in
Shivamogga and nearby areas.

IRCTC Signs MoU with Andhra Pradesh
Tourism Development Corporation

Source/RSB- On September 27th, the Indian
Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) South Central Zone signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MolU) with the
Andhra Pradesh Tourism Development
Corporation (APTDC) in Vijayawada. The event
was graced by the Honourable Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh, Shri Nara Chandrababu Naidu,
along with Hon'ble State Tourism Minister, Shri K.
Durgesh, and other dignitaries from the State
Government. This partnership aims to enhance
tourism services across the state, providing
better travel experiences for tourists. The
collaboration will facilitate the development of

integrated tourism packages, streamline
booking processes, and promote various tourist
destinations in Andhra Pradesh. By leveraging
the strengths of both organizations, the Mol is
expected to significantly boost the tourism sector
in the state, attracting more visitors and
promoting local culiure and heritage. The
initiative reflects a commitment to fostering
economic growth through enhanced tourism
infrastructure and services, benefiting both
travelers and the local economy. This step
forward is poised to make Andhra Pradesh a
prominent tourist destination in India.

Railways to Collaborate with NIA and State
Governments on Train Sabhotage Prevention: MR

Source/RSB - Railway Minister Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw announced on 24th September, 2024,
Tuesday that the Centre will collaborate with
state police forces and the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) to take strict action against those
involved in alleged attempts to sabotage trains.
Speaking to the media in Sawai Madhopur,
Rajasthan, after inspecting a train equipped with
the Kavach system, Vaishnaw emphasized the
government's commitment to passenger
safety.He addressed recent sabotage attempts,
including the discovery of detonators on railway
tracks in Madhya Pradesh and gas cylinders near
tracks in Uttar Pradesh, stating, "Sabotage
activities threaten passenger safety. We will take
decisive action with the help of state police and

the NIA to ensure such incidents are
prevented.Mr. Vaishnaw also highlighted the
importance of the Kavach system, an automated
technology designed to prevent train collisions.
"Kavach is a step forward in improving train
safety, as it can automatically stop trains on the
same track,” he said. The minister noted that
previous governments had delayed the
implementation of such systems, which have
been operational in Europe since the 1960s.He
further informed that the Kavach 4.0 system
would be initially implemented on the Delhi-
Mumbai railway corridor, with plans to expand the
system to 10,000 locomotives in the future. This,
he added, reflects Prime Minister Marendra
Modi's priority on railway security.

Union Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman
chairs 2nd meeting to review Capital Expenditure
(Capex) for Ministry of Railways, in New Delhi

Source/RSB- Union Minister for Finance and
Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman
chaired a review meeting on 17th September,
2024 in New Delhi on the Budgeted Capital
Expenditure (Capex) of the Ministry of Railways
(MoR).Railway officials updated the Union
Finance Minister on the capital expenditure
plans and progress for the current fiscal year
2024-25. Emphasizing the government's focus
on providing ‘ease of living' for citizens, Smt.
Sitharaman urged MoR officials to prioritize
capacity augmentation, safety, and commuter
convenience. This includes the doubling and
electrification of existing railway tracks and the
laying of new railway lines. In a significant move
toward improving logistics efficiency and
reducing costs related to rail movement, the
Interim Budget for 2024-25 provided for three
Economic Railway Corridor Programmes
identified under PM Gati Shakti, aimed at

enabling multi-modal connectivity:

1. Energy, mineral, and cement corridors

2. Portconnectivity corridors

3. Hightraffic density corridors

MoR officials reported that 434 railway projects

have been identified under these three
Economic Corridors, totaling 40,900 km, with a
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totalinvestment plan of¥11.16 lakh crore:
® Energy, Mineral, and Cement Corridor (192
projects)
e High Density Network Corridors (200
projects)
® Rail Sagar Projects (42 projects)
So far, 55 projects have been sanctioned under
these corridors, covering a length of 5,723 km
and an investment plan of ¥1.03 lakh crore.
During the current year, 101 projects are set to
be appraised under the Corridor programme.
Smt. Sitharaman also urged officials to expedite
the implementation of the Kavach system
(India’s indigenous Automatic Train Protection
system). MoR officials informed her that
Kavach-related works are currently progressing
on over 3,000 route km along the Delhi-Howrah
and Delhi-Mumbai sections, along with
Kota—-Sawai Madhopur Section.As of 16th
September 2024, the 108 km stretch from Kota
to Sawai Madhopur was successfully
operationalized with Kavach Version 4.0,
achieving a record pace of 54 km per. This
included the operationalization of Train No.
05913 Kota-Jamuna Bridge Passenger and
Train No. 05914 Agra—-Kota Passenger. The
Minister emphasized that the MoR should
expedite the conversion of 40,000 normal rail
bogies to Vande Bharat standards, as
announced in the Interim Budget 2024-25, to
enhance passenger safety, convenience, and
comfort. She urged MoR officials to ensure that
the Capex target for FY 2024-25 is achieved in a
timely manner, maintaining the momentum
gained in the first 100 days of this government,
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KEC International Secures
31,003 Crore Orders in Railways,
Civil, and Cables Segments

Source/RSB- KEC Inter-
national Ltd., a global infra-
structure EPC major, has
announced securing new
orders worth Rs. 1,003 crores
across the Railways, Civil, and
Cables sectors. These orders
highlight the company’s
expanding footprint in critical
infrastructure projects in India
and abroad. In the Railways
segment, KEC has won a
contract to install a Tunnel
Ventilation System, which will
significantly enhance railway
safety and efficiency in India. In
the Civil segment, the company
has secured a project for civil
and mechanical works at a
steel plant, marking a key
achievement in its industrial
portfolio. In the Cables seg-
ment, KEC will supply various
types of cables to both dome-
stic and international clients,
further strengthening its market

presence. Mr. Vimal Kejriwal,
MD & CEQO of KEC Inter-
national, stated, "Our Rail-way
business has expanded into the
emerging Tunnel Ventilation
segment, and we are pleased
to have gained a prestigious
client in the Metals & Mining
sector. With these wins, our
year-to-date order inftake exce-
eds Rs. 12,300 crores, show-
casing over 60% growth com-
paredto last year.

Alstom Hands Over First
Trainset to Delhi Metro Under
‘Make in India’ Initiative

Source/RSB-0n 23rd September 2024, Alstom, a global leader
in smart and sustainable mobility, successfully delivered the first
metro trainset for the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC)
Phase IV. These 100% locally manufactured Metropolis trains,
built at Alstom’s SriCity facility in Andhra Pradesh, are integrated
with Grade of Automation (GOA) 4 driverless technology and
designed for operational speeds of up to 85 kmph. The trainsets
are part of a larger order placed in November 2022, which
includes 52 trainsets for DMRC's expanding network, covering
64.67 km across three lines. The project aligns with India’s
‘Make in India’ and "Atmanirbhar Bharat' initiatives, showcasing

local production capabilities.

Dr. Vikas Kumar, Managing

Director of DMRC, expressed his enthusiasm for the milestone,
highlighting the benefits for passengers in terms of convenience
and sustainability. Olivier Loison, Managing Director of Alstom
India, underscored the significance of the partnership in driving
Delhi's urban development and improving quality of life. With a
project value of 312 million euros, Alstom will also maintain 13
trainsets for a period of 15 years, marking a significant shift in
India’s metro segment by outsourcing maintenance to an
original equipment manufacturer (OEM).
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11037 - TTRER 11:00 | 11:05 |03.10.24¥10.10.24
11038 - 04:25 | 04:30 |05.10.24%12.10.24
17609 ﬁ 17:25 | 17:30 | 05.10.24 % 12.10.24
17610 Eﬂ 10:50 | 10:55 | 03.10.24% 10.10.24
22103 | A I (T, )-3Nean e | 06:50 | 06:55 | 07.10.24F 14.10.24
22104 | 3NN B - fddd (T.) | 09:00 | 09:05 |08.10.24 % 15.10.24
18600 | 7ol ANWI T (2. ) 13:55 | 14:00 | 02.10.24 % 16.10.24
18610 |  TAYHHRY foerd (2. )37 10:50 | 10:55 |04.10.24% 11.10.24
20971 q7a1 (€. )-geT 15:25 | 15:30 | 07.10.24 % 14.10.24
22972 Te1-813 (T.) 08:25 | 08:30 | 02.10.24F 16.10.24
22131 qUl-§RY 11:00 | 11:05 |07.10.24 % 14.10.24
22132 §IRE-0! 11:40 | 11:45 | 09.10.24 3 16.10.24
15647 | EleHT=I foieib (€. ) 00:55 | 01:00 | 04.10.24%11.10.24
15648 | TRTCH-AAa aeid (2.) | 2325 | 23:30 |08.10.24 15.10.24
19045 XA BT 02:30 | 02:35 |02.10.24 16.10.24
19046 BRI-RA 20:50 | 22:55 | 04.10.24% 16.10.24
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