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Tiruchchirappalli Division Gelebrates Station Mahotsav
2026 Honourmg Over 160 Years of Railway Herllage

Source/RSB- Tiruchchirappalli D|V|S|on of Southern Railway cele-
brated Station Mahotsav 2026 on 24 August 2026, commemorating
more than 160 years of railway heritage dating back to 1862. The
celebrations were attended by Shri Balak Ram Negi, DRM/TPJ, Shri
K. M. Sathiyia Rathan, ADRM/TPJ, Smt. Sonalika Negi, President/
SRWWO, along with officers, employees, Scouts & Guides and
MDZTl trainees.

The programme commenced with a procession from the Rail
Museum to the Station Portico, marking the beginning of the
celebrations dedicated to the division’s rich railway heritage.

AGM Vipin Kumar Reviews Redevelopment
Prngress at chennal Beach nallwav Station

Source/RSB- Additional General Manager Shri Vipin Kumar
inspected the ongoing redevelopment works at Chennai Beach
Railway Station being carried out under the Amrit Station Scheme.
During the inspection, he reviewed the progress of various works
and took stock of the overall redevelopment activities at the station.
The inspection focused on the implementation and progress of the
ongoing works aimed at improving the station’s infrastructure and
passenger facilities. Such periodic reviews help ensure that
redevelopment activities are carried out in a coordinated and timely
manner while maintaining the required standards.

Shri Vipin Kumar was accompanied by Shri Shailendra Singh,
DRM, Chennai Division; Shri Sheo Kumar Prasad, Chief Project
Manager, Gati Shakti; and Dr. |. Senthil Kumar, ADRM, Chennai
Division. Senior officials of Chennai Division were also present
during the review.

DRM Madurai Division Inspects Sengottai,
Sivakasi and Virudunagar Hailav Stations

Source/RSB- DRM, Madural Division Shrl Om Prakash Meena
inspected Sengottai, Sivakasi and Virudunagar railway stations,
reviewing passenger amenities, station facilities and ongoing
development works. The inspections focused on ensuring safe,
efficient and passenger-friendly railway services, with particular
attention to safety, cleanliness and improving the overall passenger
experience.

During the inspections, the DRM reviewed the condition and
availability of facilities for passengers and took note of ongoing
works at the stations

Railway Facilities Enhanced to Improve
Travel Comfort for Mothers and Infants

Source/RSB- Indian Railways is providing breastfeeding rooms at
nearly 500 railway stations to make rail travel more comfortable for
mothers and infants. Privacy screens and partitions are also being
provided in waiting areas to offer greater privacy and convenience to
passengers. Facility expansion is underway at more railway stations
as part of efforts to improve passenger amenities. These facilities are
particularly useful for mothers travelling with infants, providing them
with a more comfortable and private space during their journey

Comprehensive Inspection of Gatering Units
Gonducted at New Ilelhl nallwav SIalmn

Source/RSB- A comprehensive inspection of
catering units at New Delhi Railway Station
(NDLS) was conducted today by Dr. Manoj Singh,
Member, Operations & Business Development,
Railway Board, along with Shri Praveen Pandey,
PCCM, Northern Railway, and senior officials from
the Railways and IRCTC.

The inspection reaffrmed the commitment
towards maintaining hygiene standards and
providing passenger-centric catering services at
the station. The exercise focused on ensuring that
catering facilities meet the required standards and
continue to serve passengers effectively.

DFGCIL and Invest UP sign Mol to
strengthen freight connectivity and
industrial growth in Uttar Pradesh

Source/RSB- The Dedicated Freight Corridor
Corporation of India Limited (DFCCIL) and Invest
UP signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
on 17 August 2026 to strengthen the interface
between freight infrastructure, logistics & industrial
investment in Uttar Pradesh. The MoU was signed
by Sh. Sandesh Shrivastava, ED/Project, DFCCIL,
and Sh. Vijay Kiran Anand, CEO, Invest UP, in the
presence of Sh. Pawan K. Rai, Director/Project
Planning, DFCCIL, and Sh. Deepak Kumar, Infra-
structure & Industrial Development Commissioner,
Invest UP.

Under the collaboration, DFCCIL will facilitate
greater engagement with industries and business
entities while promoting the development of Gati
Shakti Multimodal Cargo Terminals (GCTs) on both
railway and non-railway land. The initiative will also
support road connectivity to GCTs to enable
seamless first- and last-mile cargo movement and
strengthen end-to-end multimodal logistics.
Through Invest UP, the Government of Uttar
Pradesh will facilitate engagement with prospective
investors and support the establishment of business
units in the state, including assistance related to
land acquisition.

The partnership brings together freight infra-
structure & investment facilitation, with the objective
of creating opportunities for industrial development,
logistics growth, multimodal connectivity and a
stronger supply chain ecosystem across Uttar
Pradesh.

Eastern Railway GM reviews Kavach 4.0
implementation, multitracking project

ASANSOL DIVl /O

Source/RSB- Eastern Rallway General Manager
Gitika Pandey inspected the Kavach 4.0 system in
the ASN-HWH section and reviewed its
implementation with officials. During her visit,
Pandey met Branch Officers of Asansol Division at
the DRM Building in Asansol and discussed
various operational and developmental issues.
Principal Heads of the Engineering, Signal &
Telecommunication and Commercial departments
from the headquarters and the DRM, Asansol,
were also present.

The progress of the Son Nagar—Andal multi-
tracking project was also reviewed during the
discussions. The General Manager stressed the
need for smooth functioning, greater alertness and
better coordination to address operational
challenges.

RITES CMD Rahul Mithal to
continue till June 2027

Source/RSB- The
tenure of Rahul Mithal
as Chairman and
Managing Director of
RITES Ltd. has been
extended beyond
October 6, 2026, until ’
his superannuation on [
June 30, 2027. The |¢
Ministry of Railways
communicated the 4

through a letter dated
August 20, 2026. The order states that the
extension will remain effective until June 30, 2027,
or until further orders, whichever is earlier. Mithal
will continue to lead the railway consultancy and
engineering company during the extended tenure.
RITES Limited is a government-owned enginee-
ring and consultancy company under the Ministry
of Railways. Its business includes engineering,
consultancy & project management work across
transport infrastructure, with railways forming a

major part of its operations.

North Eastern Railway Operates Longest-
Ever ‘Awadh Mahashakti’ Freight Train

North Eastern Railway operated its longest-ever freight
train, ‘Awadh Mahashakti’, on August 20 from Gonda to
Sitapur in Uttar Pradesh. Formed at Gonda Yard under the
Lucknow division, the nearly 2-km-long train comprised
three rakes of BCN empty wagons, with 129 wagons
hauled by three engines.

The train covered around 160 km in 3 hours and 50 minutes
at an average speed of 42 kmph. The long-haul operation
combined three rakes into a single movement, saving two
train passages and helping supply BCN empty wagons for
loading in the northern region. The Gonda-Burhwal-Sitapur
section is part of High-Density Network-4, connecting Delhi
with Guwahati.

Alstom-Indian Railways JV MELPL supports
Rs. 60,000 crore economic output across India

Source/RSB- Alstom and Indian Railways’ joint
venture, Madhepura Electric Locomotive Private
Limited (MELPL), supported %60,000 crore in
economic output and contributed ¥23,800 crore in
Gross Value Added (GVA) across India between
FY20 and FY26, according to an independent socio-
economic impact assessment conducted with Dun &
Bradstreet. The Madhepura facility has streng-
thened Bihar’s industrial economy, with its GST
contribution equivalent to 1% of Bihar’s aggregate
GST collections in FY24 and its direct GVA
accounting for 4.6% of Madhepura’s GDDP. The
project has achieved nearly 90% localisation,
sustained around 2,300 jobs annually across India
and accounts for about 12% of registered factory
jobs in Madhepura. Established under the Make in
India and Atmanirbhar Bharat initiatives, the facility
manufactures 12,000 HP WAG-12B Prima T8
electric locomotives and has helped India become
the sixth country capable of producing advanced
12,000 HP electric locomotives domestically.
MELPL, a %3.5 billion joint venture between the
Ministry of Railways and Alstom, is responsible for
manufacturing and maintaining 800 high-powered

locomotives, which are deployed in freight
operations including Dedicated Freight Corridors
and support the National Rail Plan’s 45% freight
modal-share target. The project has also promoted
women’s participation in railway operations,
including the qualification of Alstom’s first female
locomotive pilot in the Asia-Pacific region. Beyond
manufacturing, MELPL has invested more than 317
crore in CSR initiatives, providing healthcare
support to nearly 10,000 patients, STEAM
education to over 2,000 students and livelihood
supportto more than 1,700 rural residents.
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