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IRGTC Budget Hotel at Ekta Nagar
Set for Ekta Diwas Gommissioning

Shrl Raju Bhadke, Divisional Railway Manager, Vadodara D|V|S|on
inspected the under-construction IRCTC Budget Hotel at Ekta Nagar.
Shri Gaurav Jha, Group General Manager (GGM), IRCTC, briefed
him on the construction progress and passenger-centric amenities
being developed at the facility. The hotel, being closely monitored by
the Ministry of Railways, is planned to be commissioned on the
occasion of Ekta Diwas. Once operational, it will offer comfortable,
affordable and convenient accommodation to tourists and pilgrims
visiting the Statue of Unity, helping reduce travel hassles and
enhance the overall visitor experience at Ekta Nagar.

Somnath Railway Station
Redevelopment Gains
Momentum, Set to Enhance
Pilgrim Travel Experience

Source/RSB- General Manager,
Western Railway, conducted a
review inspection of the under-
construction Somnath Railway
Station, taking stock of the
progress of ongoing develop-
ment works, infrastructure and
passenger amenities. The redev-
elopment is progressing towards
creating a modern, convenient
and passenger-friendly railway
station. With Somnath being an
important pilgrimage destination,
the upgraded station is expected
to provide greater convenience
and a more comfortable travel
experience for pilgrims and
visitors arriving to pay homage at
the revered Somnath Temple.

DFCCIL Sets New Freight
Performance Record with

19,311 Million GTKMS in July

Source / RSB - Dedicated
Freight Corridor Corporation of
India Limited (DFCCIL) achieved
a new milestone in freight perfor-
mance in July 2026, recording its
highest-ever monthly Gross
Tonne Kilometres (GTKMs) of
19,371 million. This represents a
remarkable 21.73% growth over
July 2025.

The record performance reflects
the growing capacity, operational
efficiency and strength of the
Dedicated Freight Corridor
network. The milestone further
underscores DFCCIL’'s expan-
ding role in enabling faster,
heavier and more efficient freight
movement across India, while
strengthening the country’s
logistics ecosystem and suppo-
rting economic growth.

NFR Introduces GolukBuk Digital Travel
Assistance Kiosks at Guwahati Railway Station

In a significant step towards enhancing passenger convenience
through digital innovation, Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR)
inaugurated Digital Travel Assistance Kiosk Network at Guwahati
Railway Station. The initiative, branded as GoLukBuk, marks the first-
of-its-kind project in NFR and has been introduced under the New
Innovative Non-Fare Revenue Ideas Scheme (NINFRIS).

The Digital Travel Assistance Kiosk Network was inaugurated by Shri
Chetan Kumar Shrivastava, General Manager, Northeast Frontier
Railway, in the gracious presence of Shri Niraj Sahay, Principal Chief
Commercial Manager, Northeast Frontier Railway and other Senior
officials.

As part of this initiative, strategically located digital kiosks have been
installed at Guwahati Railway Station, with additional kiosks also
planned at Kamakhya Railway Station, ensuring easy accessibility for
passengers seeking travel assistance and digital booking services.
GoLukBuk is an integrated digital platform that enables passengers to
conveniently compare and book a wide range of travel-related
services through interactive kiosks. These include hotel
accommodation, cab and car rental services, food and beverage
delivery, sleeping pod bookings, meeting pod reservations and other
travel assistance services from a single digital interface. The platform
is designed to offer passengers a seamless, quick and user-friendly
booking experience while reducing the need to access multiple
applications or service providers.

The kiosks also feature high-resolution digital display screens and
LED hologram fan technology, creating a modern Digital Out-of-Home
(DOOH) advertising platform that offers businesses an opportunity to
connect with thousands of railway passengers every day. Additional
services, including Quick Commerce, are planned to be integrated in
the near future to further expand the range of passenger amenities.
The project has been implemented under the NINFRIS scheme with
an initial licence period of one year, extendable based on satisfactory
performance. It also contributes to generating sustainable non-fare
revenue while improving the overall passenger experience through
technology-driven services.

The launch of GoLukBuk reflects Northeast Frontier Railway's
commitment to enhancing passenger services through digital
innovation. By offering a seamless and integrated travel assistance
platform, the initiative aims to improve passenger convenience and
set a benchmark for the adoption of similar technology-driven
services at railway stations across the country.

shri U. Subba Rao assumes charge
as General Manager, Snuthern Railway

Source/RSB - Shri U. Subba Rao assumed charge
as the General Manager of Southern Railway on 1st
August 2026. Prior to this assignment, Shri Subba
Rao served as the General Manager of the Integral
Coach Factory (ICF), Chennai. An officer belonging
to the 1987 batch of the Indian Railway Service of
Mechanical Engineering (IRSME), Shri Subba Rao
has held key leadership positions across various
Zonal Railways and Production Units. Prior to his
tenure as General Manager of the Integral Coach
Factory (ICF), Chennai, he served as Additional
General Manager and Principal Chief Mechanical
Engineer of South Western Railway at Hubballi,
Divisional Railway Manager (DRM) of Salem
Division in Southern Railway, Chief Mechanical
Engineer (Planning) of South Central Railway at
Secunderabad, Chief Workshop Manager at the
Coaching Workshop in Mysuru (SWR), and Chief
Workshop Engineer at the Rail Wheel Factory,
Bengaluru.

Known for his innovative approach at work and
operational excellence, Shri Subba Rao, as Chief
Workshop Engineer, played a pivotal role in
achieving a record production of 2 lakh wheels in a
single year (FY 2011-12) at Rail Wheel Factory,
Bengaluru. Further, under his dynamic leadership as
General Manager of ICF, the premier workshop
received several prestigious national accolades
such as the Best Production Unit Shield of Indian
Railways, the Change Maker Award, the Cll National

Award, the Star Performer Award, and the National
Energy Conservation Award for Innovation. Shri
Subba Rao holds a Bachelor's degree in Mechanical
Engineering and a Postgraduate Degree in Public
Policy & Management from the Indian Institute of
Management, Bengaluru. He has also undergone
advanced executive training, including the Senior
Managers' Programme in Paris and Johannesburg,
and was actively involved in the validation of the
EMU Cast Wheels Design at the Transportation
Technology Center, Inc. (TTCI)inthe USA.

Carrying forward a proud family legacy of exemplary
public service, he is a second-generation Railway
officer, succeeding his father, Shri U.Narasimha
Rao, who retired as Chief Planning and Design
Engineer from South Central Railway.

Ilalllll Illmallanliets Alllllllﬂllal Charge of IRCTC CMD

Source/RSB - Rahul Himalian has been given the
additional charge of Chairman and Managing
Director (CMD) of the Indian Railway Catering and

Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) following the
resignation of Sanjay Kumar Jain from the post.
Himalian is currently serving as Director (Tourism &
Marketing) on the IRCTC Board and has been a
Whole-Time Functional Director since February 16,
2024.

A 1999-batch officer of the Indian Railway Traffic
Service (IRTS), he has more than 26 years of
experience in the Indian Railways and IRCTC. In his
presentrole, he oversees the corporation's Tourism,
Information Technology, Human Resource Deve-
lopment, Infrastructure, Administration & Rajbhasha
departments. Himalian graduated in Electrical
Engineering with a Gold Medal from the National
Institute of Technology (NIT), Hamirpur, and later
completed his postgraduate studies in Engineering
from the Indian Institute of Technology (1IT) Delhi.

EAST COAST RAILWAY MAINTRINS STRONG FREIGHT PERFORMANGE IN 2026-217

East Coast Railway has maintained a strong
performance in freight transportation during the first
four months of the financial year 2026—27. During the
period from April to July 2026, ECoR recorded
originating freight loading of 81.40 million tonnes
(MT)

The achievement reflects the sustained focus of East
Coast Railway on efficient freight operations, optimal
utilisation of railway infrastructure and timely
movement of freight traffic across its jurisdiction. The
performance assumes significance in the backdrop
of the recent reorganisation of the railway network
and the formation of the new Rayagada Railway
Division.

Among the divisions, Khurda Road Division handled
59.02 MT, while Rayagada Division recorded 13.71
MT and Sambalpur Division handled 8.67 MT during
April-July 2026.

Rayagada Division Makes Strong Contribution
The newly formed Rayagada Railway Division has
made a significant contribution to the freight
performance of East Coast Railway. During

April-July 2026, the division handled 13.71 MT of
originating freight, reflecting its growing role in freight
transportation within the reorganised railway
network.

In July 2026 alone, Rayagada Division handled 3.14
MT of freight. Iron ore continued to be one of the
major commodities handled by the division, with 2.28
MT loaded during the month. Bauxite loading stood
at0.19 MT.

Strong Freight Performance Across ECoR

The performance highlights the coordinated efforts
of the Operating, Commercial, Engineering,
Mechanical, Electrical and other departments of
East Coast Railway in ensuring smooth and efficient
freight operations.

The General Manager, East Coast Railway,
appreciated the dedicated efforts of officers and staff
across the Zone and called upon all concerned to
sustain the momentum in freight transportation,
further improve operational efficiency and
strengthen customer-oriented freight services.

SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY REGISTERS RECORD SERAP DISPOSAL PERFORMANCE - LEADS ALL ZONAL RAILWAYS

Source/RSB: South Eastern Railway has continued
its outstanding performance in scrap disposal during
the current financial year by achieving a record scrap
sale of ¥201.20 Crore during the first four months
(April-July 2026). This is the highest-ever scrap sale
achieved by South Eastern Railway during the April-
July period of any financial year. The revenue earned
from scrap disposal is 31.85% higher than that
achieved during the corresponding period of the
previous financial year and 57.80% above the
proportionate target for the period. With this
achievement, South Eastern Railway is presently
leading among all Zonal Railways in scrap disposal
revenue and has become the first and only Zonal
Railway to cross the 2200 crore mark during the first
four months of the current financial year.

Scrap disposal is a priority area for Indian Railways
as it not only generates substantial revenue but also

supports the Government's Swachhta Abhiyan by
ensuring cleaner railway premises, better utilization
of railway assets and improved operational
efficiency. This remarkable achievement has been
possible under the guidance of General Manager,
South Eastern Railway, Shri A. K. Jain, who has
consistently emphasized the vision of achieving
"Zero Scrap" across South Eastern Railway by
October 2026.

In line with this vision, the Stores Department has
undertaken a comprehensive zone-wide mapping
and mopping exercise to identify segregate and
dispose of accumulated scrap lying in depots,
workshops, sheds and other railway establishments.
As a result of these sustained efforts, South Eastern
Railway has already achieved "Zero Scrap" status at
15 scrap-generating units up to July 2026. ap—
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