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f you're looking to escape the scorching summer

heat, these cool destinations, easily accessible by
train, offer a refreshing break. From scenic hill
stations to serene lakes, here's a detailed look at
some of the best cold travel destinations near railway
stations in India.

SHIMLA, HIMACHAL PRADESH

Nearest Railway Station: Shimla Railway Station
(via Kalka-Shimla Railway)

Why Visit: Nestled in the Shivalik Hills, Shimla has
been a favorite for those seeking a cool retreat,
especially during the hot summer months. With its
pleasant climate, colonial architecture, and lush pine
forests, it offers both tranquility and adventure.
What to See:

The Ridge: A broad open space in the heart of
Shimla, where you can enjoy the stunning view of
snow-capped peaks. It's perfect for a relaxed stroll.
Jakhoo Temple: Perched atop Jakhoo Hill, the temple
is dedicated to Lord Hanuman. The walk up offers a
panoramic view of Shimla and the surrounding
valleys.

Mall Road: A busiling shopping street lined with
cafes, boutiques, and small shops. It's ideal for a
leisurely evening walk.

Kalka-Shimla Toy Train: This UNESCO World
Heritage toy train ride offers breathtaking views of
valleys, mountains, and forests along the 96-km
stretch from Kalka to Shimla.

DARJEELING, WESTBENGAL

MNearest Railway Station: New Jalpaiguri Junction
(NJP) Why Visit: Known for its tea plantations and
spectacular views of Mount Kanchenjunga,
Darjeeling offers a cool climate throughout May. The
hill station blends natural beauty with a rich colonial
history.

What to See:

Tiger Hill: Famous for its sunrise view, where the first
rays of the sun illuminate Kanchenjunga, the world's
third-highest peak.

Batasia Loop: This railway loop is an engineering
marvel and offers splendid views of Darjeeling town
and the surrounding mountains.

Darjeeling Toy Train: Take a ride on this UNESCO-
listed toy train for an unforgettable journey through
the rolling hills and tea gardens.

Peace Pagoda: Located on the slopes of the
Jalapahar Hill, the Peace Pagoda is a symbol of
peace and tranquility, offering beautiful views of the
town and its surroundings.

Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park: This
high-altitude zoo is home to rare species such as the

'

Sil,

snow leopard, red panda, and Himalayan wolf.

MUNNAR, KERALA

Nearest Railway Station: Aluva Railway Station
(approximately 110 km away) Why Visit: Munnar, a
hill station nestled in the Western Ghats, is famous for
its tea gardens, mist-covered valleys, and cool
climate. The natural beauty of Munnar, with its rolling
hills and scenic landscapes, makes it a perfect
getaway from the summer heat.

What to See:

Tea Gardens: Munnar is known for its vast tea
estates. You can take a walk through the plantations,
enjoying the aroma of freshly plucked tea leaves.
Eravikulam National Park: A must-visit for wildlife
enthusiasts, this park is home to the endangered
Nilgiri Tahr and offers fantastic trekking opportunities.
Mattupetty Dam: Located amidst scenic mountains,
the dam offers boating facilities, providing a tranquil
experience surrounded by nature.

Attukal Waterfalls: A serene waterfall situated in a
beautiful location, perfect for a peaceful retreat.

OO0TY, TAMIL NADU

Nearest Railway Station: Ooty Railway Station (via
Nilgiri Mountain Railway) Why Visit: Known as the
"Queen of Hill Stations," Ooty offers cool weather,
picturesque lakes, botanical gardens, and tea
plantations. The town is ideal for those looking to
relax amidst nature.

What to See:

Botanical Gardens: Spread over 55 acres, the
gardens feature a wvast array of plant species,
including rare and exotic ones, along with well-
maintained lawns and walking paths.

Ooty Lake: A serene place perfect for boating,
cycling, or a casual stroll around the lake.,
Doddabetta Peak: The highest point in Ooty, offering
breathtaking views of the Nilgiri Hills and the
surrounding valleys.

Nilgiri Mountain Railway: This toy train journey is a
UNESCO World Heritage experience, passing
through forests, steep climbs, and breathtaking
Views.

MUSSOORIE, UTTARAKHAND

Nearest Railway Station: Dehradun Railway Station
(approximately 35 km away) Why Visit: Mussoorie,
located in the foothills of the Garhwal Himalayas, has
long been a popular destination for its pleasant
weather, colonial charm, and stunning views.

Whatto See;

Kempty Falls: A beautiful waterfall located just
outside Mussoorie. You can enjoy a peaceful time at

CHILL BY RAIL:

SCENIC & COOL SUMMER
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the foot of the falls or take a dip in the cool waters.
Gun Hill: The second-highest point in Mussoorie, it
offers a spectacular panoramic view of the town and
the surrounding mountains.

Camel’s Back Road: A scenic road lined with trees,
perfect for a peaceful walk or a horse ride.

Mussoorie Lake: A man-made lake, ideal for boating,
with a picturesque backdrop of lush greenery and the
hills.

Nearest Railway Station: Kathgodam Railway
Station (approximately 35 km away) Why Visit:
Mainital is famous for its beautiful lakes and pleasant
weather. It is a charming hill station that offers a
perfect blend of nature and tranquility.

What to See:

Naini Lake: The heart of Nainital, where you can
enjoy boating, or simply relax along the promenade
with views of the surrounding hills.

Naina Devi Temple: A sacred temple dedicated to
Goddess Naina Devi, located on the northern shore
of Naini Lake.

Tiffin Top: Also known as Dorothy's Seat, this
viewpoint offers spectacular views of the entire
Mainital town, the lake, and the surrounding hills.
Snow View Point: Accessible by cable car, this
viewpoint offers a panoramic view of the snow-
covered peaks of the Himalayas.

KULLU, HIMACHAL PRADESH

Nearest Railway Station: Joginder Nagar Railway
Station (approximately 50 km away)

Why Visit: Kullu, located in the Beas River Valley,
offers cool weather and a peaceful atmosphere,
making it a great place to relax and explore nature.
What to See:

Great Himalayan National Park: AUNESCO World
Heritage site, this park is rich in biodiversity and offers
hiking and trekking opportunities.

Raghunath Temple: A prominent temple dedicated
to Lord Rama, known for its serene atmosphere and
beautiful architecture.

Manikaran Hot Springs: Known for its healing
waters, these hot springs are situated in the Parvati
Valley and attract both pilgrims and nature lovers.
Kullu Valley: Explore the valley's lush greenery,
apple orchards, and serene environment, perfect for
a peaceful retreat.

These cold destinations are easily accessible by train
and provide a perfect escape from the scorching
summer heat. Whether you're seeking adventure,
spirituality, or just a peaceful retreat in nature, these
places offer something for everyone

DELHI METRO PAYS TRIBUTE TO INDIA'S BRAVEST
WITH NEW ART INSTALLATION ON PINK LINE

Source/DMRC=- The Delhi Metro Rail Corpo-
ration (DMRC) has unveiled a tribute to the
nation's bravest heroes at the Sir M. Vishwes-
hwaraiah Moti Bagh Metro station on the Pink
Line. An entire platform wall has been dedicated
to showcasing the portraits of the Param Vir
Chakra (PVC) awardees, India's highest
military decoration. The Param Vir Chakra,
awarded for extraordinary bravery in the face of
the enemy, has been bestowed 21 times, with
14 of these awards posthumously. The DMRC's
installation features vivid, lifelike portraits of
these gallant warriors, each accompanied by a
brief description of their heroic deeds. The
artwork captures the spirit, courage, and
selflessness of these soldiers who made the
ultimate sacrifice for the nation. This installation
is a reminder of the sacrifices made by India's

armed forces and serves as an inspiration to
commuters. It celebrates the values of courage,
sacrifice, and patriotism, instilling national pride
among the public. In addition to this tribute,
DMRC has honoured India’s military heroes in
other ways. Stations like Major Mohit Sharma
Rajendra Nagar, Arjan Garh, and Brigadier
Hoshiar Singh Station are named after
distinguished officers. DMRC also curates a
permanent exhibition, "Veerta Aur Vikas,” at
Rajouri Garden Metro station, dedicated to the
gallantry award recipients of the Indian Armed
Forces. With this new installation, Delhi Metro
not only improves commuter experience but
also strengthens community engagement with
India’s rich history and cultural heritage,
fostering a sense of gratitude and pride in the
nation’s military legacy.

RITES Secures 28 Crore Consultancy
Contract from Mahanadi Coalfields

Source/RSB-RITES Ltd. has secured a ¥28 crore contract from
Mahanadi Coalfields Limited (MCL) to provide detailed
engineering and project management consultancy services.
The scope of work includes developing rail connectivity for the
proposed Phase-|| SILO at MCL's Lakhanpur area. The project
is expected to be executed over a period of 24 months. RITES
has clarified that the agreement involves no related party
transactions, and no involvement of the promoter, promoter
group, or associated entities is linked to the awarding of this
contract. EEE
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Union Ministers Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw and
Shri V. Somanna lead historic tribute to
Shri Basaveshwara at Parliament House,
marking first-ever floral homage at Prerana Sthal

Legacy of 12th-century reformer Saint Basavanna honoured

at national stage; leaders recall his democratic ideals,
vision for equality and inclusive society

Source/RSB- Union Minister for Railways, Shri
Ashwini Vaishnaw, and Minister of State for
Railways, Shri V. Somanna, offered floral
tributes on April 30 at the statue of Jagajyothi
Shri Basaveshwara at Prerana Sthal, Parliament
House, New Delhi, to commemorate his 894th
birth anniversary. This marked the first time the
occasion was observed at this venue, reflecting
the Government’s recognition of the revered
social reformer's legacy. Saint Basavanna, was
a revolutionary figure of the 12th century,
championed the message of equality and
propagated the principle of "work is worship”. He
strived tirelessly to build a society founded on the
dignity of labour. It is vital to acknowledge that his
visionary work in the 12th century laid the
essential groundwork for many principles that
underpin modern democracy. Lord Basave-
shwara was a great reformer and a great
administrator. The teachings of Lord Basave-
shwara are the source of spiritual knowledge, as
well as serve as the practical guide to our lives.
His teachings teach us to be a better human
being, and to make our society liberal, kind and
humane. He had guided our society on issues of
social and gender equality, several centuries
ago. Lord Basaveshwara laid the foundations of
a democracy, which prioritises and promotes the
rights of person, standing on the last rungs of the

society. He did not just preach about the reforms
he wanted in the individuals or in the society but
also adopted and inculcated them in his own life.
Saint Basavanna believed in casteless society
and advocated its eradication for an equal and
just society. He promoted the idea of love and
compassion for all living beings. Saint
Basavanna had set an example hundreds of
years ago of universal and all-encompassing
democracy in Kannada society through Anubhav
Mandapam. Saint Basavanna gave beautiful
and simple solutions through his sayings, to the
problems of every section of the society.
Teachings of Saint Basavanna will help not only
Karnataka but the entire country and the world to
move ahead on the path of peace, harmony and
inclusive democracy. The ceremony was graced
by the divine presence of Jagadguru Shri Basava
Jaya Mrutyunjaya Swamiji from Kudalsangam
Lingayat Panchamasali Peetha. Union Ministers
Shri Kiren Rijju, and Shri Pralhad Joshi, Union
Ministers of State Smt. Shobha Karandlaje, Shri
Ravneet Singh Bittu, and Shri Rajbhushan
Choudhary, as well as Members of Parliament
Shri P.C. Gaddigoudar, Shri Tejasvi Surya, Rajya
Sabha MPs Shri Iranna B. Kadadi, Shri
Annasaheb Jolle, and Smt. Shashikala Jolle,
among other dignitaries and revered spiritual
leaders were present.

Indian Railways Marks 172 Years of

Progress: From Steam Engines to
Semi-High-Speed Trains

Source/RSB-0n April 16, 1853, the first train in
India chugged out from Mumbai to Thane,
covering a distance of 34 km. That historic
journey didn't just connect two cities-it launched
a new era of industrial growth, social mobility,
and national integration. Over the last 172
years, Indian Railways has evolved into a global
giant, now ranking as the fourth-largest
railway network in the world, and serving as
the daily lifeline for over 140 crore Indians.

A Decade of Unprecedented Transformation

In the past 10 years under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Indian Railways
has undergone a transformational journey
marked by speed, safety, sustainability, and
service quality. The emphasis has been on
modernization while preserving the legacy of
this national asset.

Key Achievements:

Vande Bharat Express:

India's first semi-high-speed, fully indigenous
train has redefined rail travel, offering
passengers enhanced speed, comfort, and
safety. These modern trains now connect major
cities with efficiency and elegance.

Bullet Train Project

Work is in full swing on India’s first High-Speed
Rail Corridor between Mumbai and Ahmedabad,

which will bring cutting-edge Japanese
Shinkansen technology to Indian soil.

Amrit Bharat Station Scheme:

More than 1,500 railway stations across India
are being redeveloped with modern amenities,
better accessibility, food courts, digital displays,
and world-class architecture to enhance pass-
enger EKpEﬁE!FIGE.

Electrification & Clean Energy:

Indian Railways has achieved record
electrification and is moving rapidly toward
becoming a net-zero carbon emitter by 2030,
adopting solar, wind, and alternative energy
sources on alarge scale.

Kavach Safety System:

In indigenously developed Automatic Train
Protection System, Kavach is being rolled out to
prevent collisions and enhance operational
safety across high-density routes.

Cleanliness & Smart Upgrade:

From clean coaches and bio-toilets to paperless
ticketing and Al-powered operations, Indian
Railways is embracing digital and sustainable
innovations for a better travel experience.
Symbol of New India

What began as a modest steam-powered route
in 1853 has today become a symbol of New
India’s ambition and resilience. Indian Railways
is not only a mode of transportation but also a
driving force behind the country's economic
growth, regional connectivity, and technological
advancement. With bold reforms and futuristic
planning, Indian Railways continues its journey-
faster, greener, safer, and more inclusive than
ever before

Shri Vivek Kumar Gupta Leads Two-Day Inspection
of Mumbai-Ahmedahbad Bullet Train Project

Source/RSB=- Shri Vivek Kumar Gupta, Managing Director of
NHSRCL, recently spearheaded a comprehensive two-day
inspection of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train project. He was
accompanied by a team of directors, contractors, consultants, and
senior officials to assess the ongoing progress of this landmark
initiative.The inspection aimed to evaluate various facets of the
project, ensuring that strict safety protocols and guality standards
are being adhered to throughout. The team closely examined the
development of key bullet train stations in Vadodara, Anand,
Ahmedabad, and Sabarmati. They also assessed the progress of
track laying works, which are crucial to the timely completion of the
project. In addition to the stations and tracks, the team visited
several important construction sites, including the steel bridge at
Madiad, the ongoing river bridge construction, and the rolling stock
depot at Sabarmati. The inspection also included a review of
construction activities along the railway lines, which are integral to
the successful operation of the high-speed train corridor.The two-
day inspection reflects the commitment of NHSRCL to ensuring the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train project is completed on time, with
the highest standards of safety and quality. ialinlia

New Mancotta Railway Over Bridge
Inaugurated by Chief Minister of Assam

Source/RSB-A new Railway Over Bridge (ROB) at Mancotta in
Dibrugarh, Assam, has been inaugurated to improve connectivity
and ease traffic congestion in the area. The bridge has been
constructed by IRCON International as part of the
Lumding—Dibrugarh railway electrification project. This ROB was
inaugurated by Shri Himanta Biswa Sarma, Hon'ble Chief Minister of
Assam, in the august presence of Shri Sarbananda Sonowal,
Hon'ble Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, and Shri
Prasanta Phukan, Minister of Power, Government of Assam, on 27th
April at Dibrugarh. The new bridge replaces an old 60-year-old
structure and was completed in just 22 months at a cost of 60 crore.
Located at one of Dibrugarh’s busiest junctions, the bridge now has
a vertical clearance of 6.55 meters, increased from 4.84 meters,
meeting the required standards for smooth electric train operations
from Dibrugarh Town Station. This development is expected to
support safer and faster train movements while also easing road
trafficin the region. ialialia

DFCCIL and AIMA Forge Strategic
Partnership for Management Excellence
mony”

r IIL 2 .
(Streno** ~ Partnership fg 4
a'f'. I.

' R Brighter
Source/RSB= In a major step towards enhancing professional
capacity and organizational development, DFCCIL signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with AIMA on April 29 at its
Corporate Office in MNoida. This strategic collaboration combines
DFCCIL's infrastructure leadership with AIMA's renowned expertise
in management training. The partnership aims to strengthen
knowledge development, capacity building, and leadership skills
across various levels of operation. Through this initiative, both
organizations will jointly work on specialized training modules,
workshops, and development programs to empower a future-ready
workforce and drive operational excellence. The MoU marks a
significant milestone in DFCCIL's ongoing efforts to build a highly
skilled, agile, and innovative workforce aligned with the dynamic
needs of the logistics and infrastructure sectors. 1 [ |
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CMD CONGOR Meets le CM to Discuss
Logistics Infrastructure Development

Source/RSB- Shri Sanjay Swaroop, Chairman and Managing
Director of Container Corporation of India Ltd. (CONCOR), along with
senior officials of the company, met Hon'ble Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh, Shri Yogi Adityanath, to discuss key initiatives undertaken
by CONCOR and its future roadmap for strengthening logistics
infrastructure across the country.During the meeting, CMD CONCOR
briefed the Chief Minister on the corporation’s ongoing and upcoming
projects aimed at boosting multi-modal logistics connectivity and
enhancing trade facilitation. Shri Swaroop highlighted CONCOR’s
commitment to contributing to the vision of a robust and efficient
supply chain network, with a special focus on Northern India.The
Government of Uttar Pradesh, in turn, assured full support to
CONCOR in all its initiatives and expressed its willingness to work
closely for infrastructure development and economic growth in the
region.This strategic interaction is expected to pave the way for
deeper collaboration between CONCOR and the state government,
fostering innovation and investment in logistics and transportation.

MP Shri K.R. Suresh Reddy Discusses Rail
Development Plans with SCR General Manager

Source/SCR- Shri K.R. Suresh Reddy, Hon'ble Member of
Parliament, Rajya Sabha, met Shri Arun Kumar Jain, General
Manager, South Central Railway (SCR), at Rail Nilayam,
Secunderabad on April 29, 2025. During the meeting, both dignitaries
engaged in detailed discussions on various ongoing and proposed
railway development projects in the region. The MP emphasized the
need for enhanced infrastructure, better passenger amenities, and
improved rail connectivity for the socio-economic growth of the area.
Shri Arun Kumar Jain assured full cooperation from South Central
Railway in expediting the implementation of key rail projects and
reaffirmed the commitment of the zone towards regional
development. The interaction highlighted the importance of
collaborative efforts between elected representatives and railway
officials to boost infrastructure and public services.

GM Shri Mukul Saran Mathur Inspects
Vijayapura Railway Station Redevelopment Works
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Source/RSB-General Manager of South Western Railway, Shri
Mukul Saran Mathur, conducted an inspection of the ongoing
redevelopment works at Vijayapura railway station on April 26. The
station is being upgraded under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme,
which aims to modernize key railway stations across the country.
Accompanied by Divisional Railway Manager of Hubballi, Smt. Bela
Meena, and other senior officials, the General Manager reviewed the
progress of infrastructure enhancements, passenger amenities, and
aesthetic improvements planned under the scheme. Prior to reaching
Vijayapura, Shri Mathur carried out a window-trailing inspection of the
Tadwalk-Vijayapura section, during which he evaluated several
operational and safety parameters of the route. En route, he also
inspected the Bhima River bridge, a critical part of the section, to
assess its structural condition and maintenance standards.
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