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Railway Minister Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw Leads Gati Shakti
University Convocation with a Vision for India’s Future

Source/RSB - Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, Railway
Minister and Chancellor of Gati Shakti
Vishwavidyalaya, graced the second
convocation ceremony of the university in
Vadodara on 30th November, 2024. Inspired by
the vision of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi,
the university awarded degrees to 239 students
across various faculties, with four students
receiving gold medals for academic excellence.
In his address, Shri Vaishnaw highlighted the
institution's critical role in shaping India's future
transportation and logistics workforce. He
praised the Prime Minister’s leadership, noting
the university’s collaboration with industry
giants like Airbus to design industry-aligned
curricula. He also emphasized the operatio-
nalization of the Tata-Airbus plant in Vadodara,

239 Students Graduate as University Aligns with
Industry Giants like Airbus; PM Modi’s Vision of a World-
Class Institution Takes Shape in Vadodara.

which will require 15,000 engineers,
underscoring the synergy between academia
and industry. Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra
Patel encouraged graduates to contribute to the
nation's development, aligning with the vision of
a developed India by 2047. The event also
featured insights from Dr. Hemang Joshi, MP
and court member, and a progress report by
Vice Chancellor Shri Manoj Chaudhary. Earlier,
Shri Vaishnaw inspected advanced rail facilities
in Guijarat, including the Bullet Train track slab
manufacturing factory and Plasser India's
Karjan plant. He commended the "Make in
India" initiatives and emphasized Gati Shakti
Vishwavidyalaya's role in creating skilled
professionals for global opportunities.

FIRST MEETINS 0F THE COURT
GATI SHAKTI VI.,"f’ VIDYALAYA (GSV)

WUE: RAIL BHAVAN NEW D

Revolutionizing Training for Future Leaders
With specialized programs for IRMS probationers and new
courses in aviation, maritime, and defense logistics, GSV
aims to redefine professional training & skill development.

Source/RSB - Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya
(GSV) convened its inaugural Court meeting at
Rail Bhawan, New Delhi on 19 Nov, under the
chairmanship of Union Minister for Railways,
Information & Broadcasting, and Electronics &
IT, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw. Highlighting the
university's transformative vision, Shri Vaishnaw
stated, “GSV is poised to become India’s and the
world’s best university, aligning with Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s vision. It will focus
on industry-driven, employability-oriented
programs for the transportation, logistics, and
infrastructure sectors, including railways,
aviation, marine engineering, highways,
shipping, logistics, and defense.” The Minister
announced that all newly-recruited Indian
Railway Management Service (IRMS) officers
will undergo probationary training designed by
GSV. This training will combine theoretical and
practical experiences at Centralized Training
Institutes (CTls) and the industry, culminating in
an MBA degree. Additionally, new courses in
Bridge and Tunnel Engineering, Aviation
Operations, Maritime Infrastructure, Highway
Engineering, and Defense Logistics will soon be
introduced. The event saw participation from
prominent dignitaries, including Shri Satish
Kumar, Chairman & CEO of the Railway Board,
Shri V Uma Shankar, Secretary, Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways, and Lt. Gen. N.R. Raja
Subramani, Vice-Chief of Army Staff. Senior
executives from industry giants such as Siemens
India, Alstom India, and AMD India were also

Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya Holds First
Court Meeting, Charts Path for Glohal Leadership

A University Shaping Tomorrow's
Infrastructure Vision

Emphasizing innovation, strategic
partnerships, and an industry aligned
curriculum, GSV is rapidly emerging
as the benchmark in higher education
for India and the global stage.

present, alongside representatives
from ministries like Civil Aviation and
Ports, Shipping, and Waterways.
Founding Vice-Chancellor Prof. Manoj
Choudhary presented an extensive progress
report, showcasing GSV’s remarkable strides
since its establishment as a Central University in
December 2022. Members commended the
university’s achievements, particularly its
innovation-led, industry-driven approach.
Several forward-looking suggestions were
made, including introducing programs in artificial
intelligence, green hydrogen, ports modern-
ization, and affiliating national academies in the
infrastructure sector. The meeting also approved
GSV’s Annual Reports and Accounts for
submission to Parliament.

AVisionfor Excellence

Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya, based in
Vadodara, was established through an Act of
Parliamentin 2022. Sponsored by the Ministry of
Railways, it is dedicated to creating a highly
skilled workforce across transportation and
logistics sectors. Leveraging the infrastructure of
Indian Railways' Centralized Training Institutes,
GSV offers multidisciplinary education,
research, and executive training. Its strong focus
on global industry collaboration and innovation
positions it as a game-changer in higher
education and professional training. With its
emphasis on cutting-edge curriculum and
strategic partnerships, GSV is set to redefine
education and skill development in the
infrastructure and logistics domains, creating a
benchmark for excellence in India and beyond.

ADDITIONAL MEMBER (TELE) RAILWAY
BOARD INSPECTED ESPLANADE TO HOWRAH
MAIDAN STRETCH OF
i, =

GREEN LINE-2

Source/RSB - Shri Sameer Dikshit, Additional Member (Tele)
Railway Board, inspected the Esplanade to Howrah Maidan
stretch of Green Line-2 on 18.11.2024. Welcoming Additional
Member (Tele) Railway Board, Shri Nilabhra Sengupta,
CSTE/Project and other senior officers briefed him about
different safety measures adopted in Metro Railway. Shri Dikshit
started his footplate inspection from New Esplanade station to
Howrah Maidan station in Motorman’s Cab. He inspected the
platform safety and emergency equipment installed like
Motorman monitor and emergency telephone. He inspected the
Signal Equipment Room, the Signalling System, remote
monitoring and signalling, earthing of equipment and power
distribution rack at Howrah Maidan station. He also inspected
Telecom Equipment Room, Optical Fibre Rack, Gigabit Ethernet
Rack, Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) Monitoring System and
other telecom equipment as well as different passenger safety
measures being followed in Metro Railway, Kolkata. After
completing the inspection a return journey to New Esplanade
Metro station in Motorman’s Cab was undertaken.

Shri S. S. Mishra Assumes Charge as
M of Rail Coach Factory, Kapurthala

7 @ DA, S
RAIL COACH FACTORY, KAPURTHALA

Wi

¥

Source/RCF & RSB - Shri S. S. Mishra took over as the General
Manager of Rail Coach Factory (RCF), Kapurthala, on
November 29, 2024. A distinguished officer from the 1988 batch
of the Indian Railway Service of Mechanical Engineers
(IRSME), he holds postgraduate degrees in Mechanical
Engineering and Management from IIT Chennai. In his
introductory meeting with departmental heads, Sh. Mishra
appreciated RCF's significant contribution to Indian Railways.
Highlighting the factory's role in modernizing rail coaches, he
remarked, "RCF has played a pivotal role in transforming Indian
Railways by introducing new technologies in rail coaches."
Under his leadership, RCF is expected to continue its innovation
in rail technology and bolster its contribution to enhancing
passenger experience and operational efficiency.

Ministry Of Railways Denies Fake News on

720,000 Crore Camera RFP: No Such Tender Issued

Source/RSB - The Ministry of Railways officially refuted the
claims about the issuance of a ¥20,000 crore Request for
Proposal (RFP) for the installation of cameras in train coaches.
The Ministry took to X to clarify that no such tender has been
issued by Ministry of Railways. The false claims had gained
traction across multiple media platforms, including newspapers,
social media accounts, and news websites. These reports
misrepresented information and caused significant confusion
among the public, as they went viral without verification from
credible sources. This incident highlights a growing concern in
the digital era, where fake news can spread rapidly, especially
through social media, which has become a major source for
misinformation. In the age of instant information, the spread of
false news often leads to misunderstandings and unnecessary
panic among the public.




10|37 Foe =2

Halpal fAdsice

Delhi to Kashmir in Style: Vande Bharat
Express Likely to Begin in January 2025
Here’s How It Will Benefit the Region

Source/RSB- Indian Railways is on track to revolutionize
connectivity with the New Delhi-Srinagar Vande Bharat Express,
expected to begin operations in January 2025. This ambitious
project will connect India’s capital directly with the Kashmir Valley,
offering faster, more efficient travel and driving significant regional
development.

Key Highlights of the Project

Direct Delhi-Kashmir Link:

Forthe first time, a high-speed train will provide direct connectivity
between New Delhi and Srinagar, covering major destinations
such as Udhampur and Baramulla. This will strengthen
integration between the Valley and the rest of India.

Crossing the Chenab Bridge:

The train will pass over the Chenab Bridge, the world’s tallest
railway bridge at 359 meters. This engineering marvel is notonly a
symbol of India’s infrastructure capabilities but also a major
attraction for tourists.

State-of-the-Art Facilities:

The Vande Bharat train promises a world-class travel experience,
equipped with advanced features, enhanced speed, and
passenger comfort, ensuring a seamless journey through
breathtaking terrains.

Key Benefits of the Vande Bharat Express

Economic Development:

e Boost to Local Trade: Easier transport will provide local
businesses, artisans, and farmers access to broader markets
across the country.

e Job Creation: Enhanced connectivity will increase tourism,
generating employment in hospitality, transport, and allied
sectors.

Tourism Growth:

Jammu and Kashmir’s unparalleled beauty will become more

accessible to domestic and international travelers. Iconic

destinations like Srinagar, Gulmarg, and Baramulla are expected
towitness a surge in visitor numbers.

Improved Safety and Accessibility:

High-speed connectivity ensures safer and faster travel, bringing

remote areas closer to urban centers and reducing travel time

drastically.

Strengthening National Unity:

This direct rail link embodies the government's commitment to

integrating the Kashmir Valley with the rest of the nation, fostering

a sense of unity and shared growth.

Strategic and Infrastructural Significance:

The project bolsters strategic connectivity for the region while

showcasing India’s advancements in railway technology and

engineering.

AVisionary Step Forward

The New Delhi-Srinagar Vande Bharat, likely to be inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, is a transformative project that
underscores India’s vision for modernization and inclusive
growth. This rail route will not only enhance travel but also actas a
catalyst for economic, social, and infrastructural development in
the region.

Minister of State for Railways
Reviews Redevelopment Plan for
KSR Bengaluru

Source/RSB- Sh. V. Somanna, Minister of State
for Railways, reviewed the redevelopment
proposal for KSR Bengaluru Railway Stationin a
meeting with senior officials from the Railway
Land Development Authority (RLDA) and the
Railway Board. The redevelopment project aims
to transform KSR Bengaluru into a modern icon
of the city, reflecting Bengaluru’s global stature.
The station will be equipped with state-of-the-
art, passenger-friendly facilities and enhanced
amenities to provide a world-class travel
experience. Key features of the proposed
redevelopment include upgraded waiting
lounges, seamless ticketing systems, energy-

Railway Station

efficient infrastructure, & improved accessibility
for passengers, ensuring comfort and
convenience for all.Sh. V. Somanna emphasized
the importance of timely execution and ensuring
the project aligns with the aspirations of
Bengaluru’'s citizens. The plan reflects the
government’s commitment to enhancing urban
connectivity while preserving the station’s
historical significance.Once completed, KSR
Bengaluru Railway Station is expected to
emerge as a landmark destination, further
bolstering the city's reputation as a thriving
metropolitan hub.

THE KAVACH INSTALLATION OVER SOUTH EASTERN
RAILWAY IS PLANNED T0O BE COMPLETED BY 2028

Source/SER- Safety is accorded the highest
priority by Indian Railways, and all possible
steps are being undertaken on a continuous
basis to prevent train accidents. Indian Railways
has indigenously developed an automatic train
protection system—'Kavach’ (Train Collision
Avoidance System)—to prevent accidents
caused by human error or equipment failures. It
provides real-time information to train pilots,
making it safer to run trains at higher speeds.
The system can automatically apply brakes if the
loco pilot fails to do so and also helps trains run
safely during inclement weather. As far as South
Eastern Railway’s Kavach installation is
concerned, the 688-kilometer HDN line
(Howrah-Kharagpur-Bhadrak and Kharagpur-
Tatanagar-Jharsuguda section) will open for
tender on November 25, 2024. Work on the
1,556 KM HUN route has been approved for
Kavach, with the deadline to invite tenders set
for January 31, 2025. The remaining 515 KM of

Kavach construction is approved under the
Financial Year 2024—2025 umbrella project. The
commissioning of Kavach over South Eastern
Railway is tentatively planned for March 2028. A
multidisciplinary team is needed to coordinate
the various activities involved because Kavach
installation is a major challenge requiring close
coordination with the rolling stock branch due to
the complexities of Indian Railways, including
mixed traffic, speed differentials, and various
types of locomotives, coaching, and wagon
stocks. Despite these challenges, Indian
Railways has planned to complete Kavach
installation in an expedited manner. The latest
version of Kavach has so far been installed on
1,548 RKM, with work underway for another
3,000 RKM. Moreover, bids have been invited
for an additional 14,735 RKM. With the
increasing demand for improved safety
measures, Kavach is seen as a crucial addition
to India’s railway safety infrastructure.

Team Alstom Completes RDSO Trials
for Indore Metro Project Ahead of Schedule

Source/RSB-In a significant achievement,
TeamAlstom has successfully completed the
RDSO trials for the Indore Metro project in just 8
days, 10 days ahead of the scheduled timeline.
This swift completion highlights Alstom’s
unwavering commitment to excellence, along
with their dedication to rigorous testing protocols.
The trials, a crucial step in ensuring the safety
and reliability of the metro system, were
completed in record time, setting new industry
benchmarks for efficiency. The success of these

trials is a testament to the skill and expertise of
the Team Alstom engineers and their strategic
planning. By completing the tests ahead of
schedule, Alstom not only demonstrated the
effectiveness of their approach but also
reinforced their role as a leader in the global
metro rail industry. The Indore Metro project is
expected to significantly enhance urban mobility,
contributing to a sustainable and efficient
transportation system for the city.
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Railway Board Member Infrastructure

Shri Naveen Gulati Visits“’l“illsgm
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Source/RSB - Shri Naveen Gulati, Member
Infrastructure, Railway Board, visited the
Research Designs and Standards Organisation
(RDSO) on November 21, 2024. During his visit,
he reviewed the progress of Indian Railways'
infrastructure projects and addressed the
challenges associated with their implemen-
tation. A meeting was held on this occasion,
where RDSO's Director General, Shri Uday
Borwankar, addressed the officials present. He

!'.’\r\

discussed key issues and priorities related to
Indian Railways, emphasizing the importance of
innovation and effective execution in ongoing
projects. The visit focused on accelerating the
development of infrastructure projects and
resolving hurdles to ensure timely completion.
Shri Gulati's interaction with RDSO officials
aimed at fostering collaborative efforts to
strengthen the operational efficiency and
technological advancement of Indian Railways.

Delhi Metro and NCRTC Launch Integrated
for Seamless Travel

OR Ticketing System

Source/RSB- Delhi Metro and the NCR
Transport Corporation (NCRTC) launched an
integrated QR-ticketing system on Monday,
allowing passengers to book tickets for both
transport networks through their respective
mobile applications. The announcement was
made by NCRTC MD Shalabh Goel and DMRC
MD Vikas Kumar. The new system enables
commuters to purchase Delhi Metro QR tickets
via the RRTS Connect app and Namo Bharat
QR tickets through the DMRC Momentum 2.0
app. This integration facilitates seamless travel
between the Delhi Metro and RRTS systems,
simplifying ticketing and enhancing the overall
commuter experience. This initiative aligns with
the government's One India-One Ticket
program, designed to streamline inter-modal
travel for passengers. By consolidating metro
and RRTS travel options into a single digital
platform, the system reduces queues at stations
and encourages digital payments, contributing
to cleaner, environmentally friendly travel. The
launch builds on an earlier MoU between

NCRTC and IRCTC, enabling passengers to
book Namo Bharat train tickets alongside Indian
Railway tickets via the IRCTC platform. With the
42-kilometer RRTS corridor now connected to
the 393-kilometer DMRC metro network, this
integration will ease congestion and offer a more
sustainable and efficient travel experience for
commuters in the region.

Shri Hitendra Malhotra Appointed Member (Operations
& Business Development), Railway Board

)
g 1
Source/RSB -Shri Hitendra Malhotra, a veteran
IRSEE officer from the 1987 batch, has been
appointed as Member (Operations & Business
Development), Railway Board. With over 35
years of service in Indian Railways, he has held
significant roles, including General Manager of
Chittaranjan Locomotive Works, Divisional
Railway Manager (DRM) at Solapur, and Chief
General Manager (Rolling Stock) at DMRC. Shri
Malhotra’s extensive experience spans key
areas such as rolling stock management,
operations, and maintenance. He has been

instrumental in driving
improvements at RD-
SO for self-generating
coaches and has led
critical projects across
vari-ous divisions. An
IIT Roorkee graduate, | -
Shri Malhotra further [
enhanced his strategic |+
leadership skills thr-
ough training at the
National Defence College. The CONCOR team,
led by CMD Shri Sanjay Swarup, congratulated
Shri Hitendra Malhotra, IRMS, on his
appointment as Member (Operations &
Business Development), Railway Board, and
Ex-Officio Secretary to the Government of India.
His appointment is expected to accelerate Indian
Railways' modernization efforts, driving opera-
tional excellence, enhancing business growth,
and shaping the future of railway infrastructure.

IRCON Achieves Major Milestone in

Katni Grade Separator Project

Source/RSB -IRCON, executing the Katni Grade Separator
project, has successfully completed a significant milestone. On
10th December 2024, the company launched a 76.20-meter-long
open web girder (328 MT) along with a 49-meter-long launching
nose (82 MT) over the existing railway track, all within a
meticulously planned 4-hour block. The successful launch of the
main open web girder span, including the cantilever nose, was
completed in just 2.30 hours with exceptional precision and safety.
With this achievement, IRCON has now completed the launch of
254 girders in the UP grade separator section, leaving only 6
girder launches remaining for the final completion of the viaduct.

Kalpataru Projects International Bags
Orders Worth Rs 2,174 Crore

Source/RSB -Kalpataru Projects International Ltd (KPIL), along
with its international subsidiaries, has secured new orders
totaling Rs 2,174 crore. The company has been awarded a
significant contract for the design and construction of an
elevated metro rail projectin India, as per a statement from KPIL.
In addition to this, KPIL has also secured orders in the
Transmission & Distribution (T&D) business both in India and
international markets. The company has further expanded its
portfolio with residential building projects within the country, the
statement added. Manish Mohnot, MD & CEO of KPIL, said,
"The orders in the T&D business have further strengthened our
order book in India and international markets, reflecting robust
demand for T&D projects globally.”

RailTel Corporation of India Lid. Receives
Rs. 13.34 Crore Order for 4G LTE-R Project

Source/RSB -RailTel Corporation of India Ltd. has secured a
significant order valued at Rs. 13.34 crore from South Central
Railways. The order is for the provision of EPC Core
Infrastructure for the implementation of 4G LTE-R (Long Term
Evolution for Railways) across 523 Route Kilometers (RKM) in
the Secunderabad Division.This project aims to significantly
enhance the communication systems within the region, ensuring
seamless connectivity for railway operations. The work is
scheduled for completion by December 2027, marking a major
step towards modernizing Indian Railways' communication
infrastructure and improving operational efficiency.

IRFC Marks 38th Annual Day with Grand
Celebration in New Delhi
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Source/RSB -The Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC)
celebrated its 38th Annual Day on December 12, 2024, at the
India International Centre, New Delhi. The event witnessed the
gracious presence of Shri Manoj Dubey, Chairman and Managing
Director of IRFC, along with other senior officials and dignitaries.
The celebration highlighted IRFC’s remarkable journey in
financing and supporting Indian Railways' modernization and
infrastructure growth. CMD Shri Dubey lauded the organization’s
efforts and reiterated its vision for sustainable development and
innovation in rail infrastructure financing. This milestone reflects
IRFC’s pivotal role in empowering Indian Railways and
contributing to the nation’s progress.
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MoSR Sh. Ravneet Singh Bittu
Enhances Rail Network with Key
Insnectlons and Project Launches

Jalandhar Cantt Railway Station Redevelopment

Sh. Ravneet Singh Bittu, Minister of State for Railways, visited
Jalandhar Cantt Railway Station, where redevelopment work
is underway with a budget of %99 crore. Accompanied by
Jalandhar’s BJP leadership, Sh. Bittu directed railway officials
to ensure the project is completed within the set time frame,
without compromising on quality, aiming to enhance
passenger amenities and overall station infrastructure.

Siddharthnagar’s New RUB to Improve Safety and
Connectivity

MoSR Ravneet Singh Bittu laid the foundation for the Railway
Under Bridge (RUB) No. 58 in Siddharthnagar, set to alleviate
traffic and enhance safety. The inauguration was attended by
key dignitaries, including MP Sh. Jagdambika Pal and MLAs
Sh. Shyam Dhani Rahi and Sh. Vinay Verma. The project will
streamline the region’s road-rail coordination, benefiting local
residents.

Anji Khad Bridge Set to Transform J&K’s Connectivity

In Jammu & Kashmir, Sh. Bittu reviewed the progress of the
Anji Khad Bridge, India's first cable-stayed bridge. The bridge
is a key segment of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail
Link (USBRL) project, offering improved regional connectivity.
It is poised to become a major economic and tourism booster
for the region.

Chenab Bridge: World’s Highest Railway Bridge Visit
During his visit to the Chenab Bridge, Sh. Bittu commended the
engineering feats that led to the completion of this world-
record-breaking infrastructure. A vital component of the
USBRL project, the bridge is expected to transform
connectivity, tourism, and economic development in the
region. Through these strategic inspections and launches,
MoSR Ravneet Singh Bittu is accelerating the pace of rail
infrastructure development, reinforcing the government's
commitment to modernizing India's transport network.

Kernex Microsystems Bags 32,041
Crore Kavach Installation Contract

Source/RSB - Kernex Microsystems has secured a
significant contract worth 2,041 crore from Chitta-
ranjan Locomotive Works (CLW) for the installation of
2,500 onboard Kavach safety systems. The project
entails the supply, installation, testing, and commis-
sioning of these advanced anti-collision systems,
aiming to enhance railway safety. Completion is
slated for the end of 2025. With a legacy in railway
safety systems since 1999, Kernex Microsystems has
been a pioneer in developing anti-collision devices
(ACDs) and other safety technologies for Indian
Railways. The Kavach project further cements its
commitment to innovation in rail safety.
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