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Shri Saleem Ahmad assumes charge of
new Ghairman and Managing Director (CMD)
of Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RUNL)

Source/RSB- Shri Saleem
Ahmad assumed charge of new
Chairman and Managing Director
(CMD) of Rail Vikas Nigam Lim-
ited (RVNL), a Navratna Central
Govt. PSU under Ministry of
Railways on 23 Dec 2025.Prior to
this posting, Shri Saleem Ahmad
was working as Director Project,
NBCC (India).

He is a Civil Engineer with 33
years of experience in the constru-
ction industry. During his career,
he has worked as Executive
Director/Civil with Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) Ltd. and with
the Mumbai Port Trust. Shri
Saleem has a vast and varied
experience of executing multi-
dimensional large infrastructure
projects and has expertise in
bridges tunnels, as well as resid-
ential and commercial buildings.

sustainable infrastructure and
urban mobility at various national
and international forums. He was
also instrumental in designing and
implementing last mile connectivity
solutions during his long stint in

Delhi Metro. He is a 1990 batch
pass out Civil Engineer from the
Jamia Millia Islamia University, New
Delhi.

He has presented papers on

East Coast Railway Advances Major Infrastructure
Upgrades in Bhubaneswar, Puri and Visalkhapatnam
to Double Train Originaling Capacity

Source/ECoR- The East Coast Railway (ECoR) is implementing a
comprehensive infrastructure overhaul to double the train-originating
capacity in Bhubaneswar, Puri, and Visakhapatnam by 2030, Union
Minister Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw emphasized that this initiative aims to
meet the rapid growth in travel demand while reducing urban congestion
through the expansion of coaching terminals & enhanced operational
capacities.

Strategic Infrastructure Development

To achieve the capacity goals, the ministry is focusing on four key pillars:
augmenting current terminals with more platforms and shunting
facilities, creating new satellite terminals, developing mega coaching
maintenance complexes, and increasing sectional capacity through
multi-tracking and signaling upgrades. These actions are categorized
into immediate, short-term, and long-term phases to ensure progressive
benefits over the next five years.

City-Specific Action Plans

Puri: To supplement the existing six pit lines, two additional full-length
integrated pit lines are under construction. The entire coaching
maintenance facility is proposed to be moved to a second terminal depot
on the sanctioned Puri-Konark new line, where a large-scale coaching
complex will be built.

Bhubaneswar: Space constraints at the main station have led to the
development of "Bhubaneswar New Station” as a satellite coaching
terminal. This includes a maintenance facility with two pit lines at
Mancheswar & plans for additional depots in nearby areas to balance
traffic.

Visakhapatnam: A Detailed Proj-ect Report (DPR) is currently under
review for yard modifications that provide six additional platforms, five
additional lines, and ten stabling lines. Jaganadhpuram station, located
on the proposed Kottavalasa-Anakapalle bypass, is being planned as a
mega coaching maintenance depot and satellite station.

Enhancing Sectional Capacity

To support increased train volumes, the ECoR is progressing with
automatic block signaling, pit line electrification, and safety fencing.
Significant engineering works, including flyovers and the construction of
third, fourth, fifth, and sixth lines, are underway in the Visakhapatnam
and Puri areas to address operational constraints & improve nationwide
connectivity.

2,626 Solar-Powered Railway Stations Supporting
Cleaner and Sustainable Railway Operations

Source/PIB-Indian Railways has level. Of the total commissioned
made strong progress inusing solar  capacity, 629 MW is being utilised for
energy across its rail network. At traction purposes. It directly supports
present, 2,626 railway stations are electric train operations. The rema-
utilising solar power. This wide ining 269 MW meets nontraction
scale adoption is helping reduce needs. These include station ligh-
energy costs. It is also supportinga ting, workshops, service buildings
steady shift towards cleaner and and railway quarters. This balanced
more sustainable railway oper- use of solar power reduces depen-
ations across the country. This dence onconventional energy. It also
momentum has increased furtherin  improves the overall efficiency of
the current financial year. Up to railway operations,

MNovember, 318 stations have been Solar installations at stations, build-
added to the solar network. With ings, and railway land are meeting
these additions, the total number of the growing energy needs of Indian
solar-powered railway stations has Railways. They are doing so in a
reached 2,626. Railways has clean and sustainable way. These
achieved amajor milestone incean efforts are improving energy security.
energy use. By November 2025, it They are also supporting decarbo-
has commissioned 898 MW of solar  nisation goals. Such measures
power for its opera-tions. This is a reaffrm Indian Railways’ commit-
sharpincrease from just 3.68 MWin ment to achieve Net Zero Carbon
2014. It marks an expansion of Emissions by 2030

nearly 244 times over the 2014

HON’BLE GHIEF MINISTER INAUGURATES NEW DELHI
METRO MUSEUM AT SUPREME COURT STATION

Source/DMRC- Delhi's Chief
Minister, Smt. Rekha Gupta, inau-
gurated the state-of-the-art Delhi
Metro Museum at the Supreme Court
Metro Station on December 17, 2025.
The ceremony was attended by
Health and Transport Minister Dr.
Pankaj Kumar Singh and DMRC
Managing Director Dr. Vikas Kumar.

Museum Highlights: Spanning
approximately 12,000 square feet in
its first phase, the museum is
designed to global standards and
offers interactive experiences..

Interactive Learning: Train-driving
simulators, quiz screens, and digital
games about metro construction.

Engineering Displays: Working

models of Tunnel Boring Machines (TBM) and

Launching Girders.

Special Exhibits: A dedicated panel for "Metroman”

Dr. E. Sreedharan, a mock metro
Operations Control Centre model.

History & Heritage: Over 50 panels and dioramas
depicting Delhi landmarks and the system's 30-year

evolution.

Amenities: Selfie points and a souvenir shop.

Legacy and Transition: The original Metro Museum
opened at Patel Chowk in 2008 as the first of its kind in

South Asia. With the launch of thIS larger, more
interactive facility, the Patel Chowk museum has
officially closed. The Chief Minister noted that the new
museum serves as a powerful example of expert
engineering and vision for future generations.

tunnel, and an

Visiting Information:

Public Opening: December 19, 2025.

Timings: 10amto4 pm (Tuesday to Sunday).

Closed: Mondays and public holidays,

Entry Fee: 10 perperson.

Location: Supreme Court Metro Station (Blue Line),
conveniently accessible by road and rail, near Bharat

Mandapam.

RITES & Botswana Government sign MoU to Modernise
Railway and Transmlrt Inlraslructure in Botswana

Source/RITES - RITES Lid., a
prime transport infrastructure cons-
ultancy, signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MolU) with the
Government of the Republic of
Botswana, represented by its
Ministry of Transport and Infrastru-
cture, to collaborate on the develop-
ment & modernisation of transport
infrastructure in Botswana.

The partnership aims to accelerate
the growth of Botswana's railway
and transport infrastructure by
deploying advanced technologies,
global best practices, and capacity-
building initiatives to strengthen
local capabilities and enhance
efficiency, safety, and reliability
across the sector. Under the Mol,
Botswana will draw upon RITES
Limited's extensive technical
expertise for the development and
modernisation of railway systems.
RITES' scope of support willinclude
the supply of rolling stock; commi-

ssioning, repair, operation and
maintenance support for railway
systems; and modernisation of
workshops. The collaboration will
also cover transport infrastructure
development projects spanning
railways, highways, bridges, air-
ports, and buildings. In addition,
RITES will provide capacity-buil-
ding and technical training progra-

mmes, facilitate knowledge exch-
ange, deliver quality assurance
services including third-party insp-
ections, preshipment inspections,
and final acceptance testing and
deploy advanced information
technology solutions such as
integrated train operations and
passenger management systems

Jyoti Al Smart Glasses for Visually
Impaired Railway Emnlovees

Source/NR- In line with the
provisions of the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (PwBD) Act, 2016,
the Central Staff Benefit Fund
Committee proudly hosted a live
demonstration of Advanced Assis-
tive Devices on December 31,
2025, at the General Manager's
Conference Hall, NDBH.

The event was attended by Shri
Ashok Kumar Verma, General
Manager/NR, Shri Mohit Chandra,
Additional General Manager/NR,
Principal Chief Personnel Officer/
MR, along with all PHODs and
representatives of recognised
Unions and Associations of Nort-
hern Railway. During the demon-
stration, visually impaired railway
employees who have been provi-
ded with Jyoti Al Smart Glasses
presented the live functioning of

these devices. Their
firsthand accounts under-
scored the glasses' utility
and effectivenessin enha-
ncing their work expe-

rience.
The feedback received

from the visually impaired
railway employees was
overwhelmingly positive.
All PHODs and Union
representatives agreed ES
on the significant benefits
these smart glasses
would provide to visually {
impaired employees in
performing their official duties.
Consequently, it was recommended
that Jyoti Al Smart Glasses be
made available to all visually
impaired employees throughout
Northern Railway. This initiative

reinforces our commitment to
inclusivity and ensures that all
employees, regardless of their
challenges, are equipped with the
necessary tools to perform their
roles efficiently.
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