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Al-Powered Future: Indian Railways and
DFCCIL Seal MoU to Enhance Train Safety

Machine Vision Based Inspection System
(MVIS) to Boost Train Safety, Reduce Manual
Inspectlon and Prevent Service Disruptions

Source/RSB- In a significant step toward adopting cutting-edge
technologies to improve service efficiency and automate the
maintenance of rolling stock, Indian Railways has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Dedicated
Freight Corridor Corporation of India Limited (DFCCIL) for the
installation of Machine Vision Based Inspection System (MVIS)
for monitoring the health of rolling stock. MVIS is a modern,
Al/ML-based technology solution deployed on wayside that
captures high-resolution images of the under-gear of moving
trains and automatically detects any hanging, loose, or missing
components. On detecting anomalies, the system generates
real-time alerts to facilitate prompt response and preventive
action. The MoU was formally signed by Shri Sumit Kumar,
Director (Project & Development), Railway Board, and Shri
Jawahar Lal, GGM (Mechanical), DFCCIL at Rail Bhawan, New
Delhi, in the presence of Shri B. M. Agrawal, Member (Traction &
Rolling Stock), Shri Praveen Kumar, Managing Director,
DFCCIL, and senior officials from the Railway Board and
DFCCIL. Under the terms of the MoU, DFCCIL will be
responsible for the procurement, supply, installation, testing and
commissioning of four MVIS units. This revolutionary system
marks a first for Indian Railways. The technology is expected to
significantly enhance the safety of train operations, reduce
manual inspection efforts and help avoid potential
accidents/service disruptions. This initiative also aligns with IR’s
broader objective of introducing modern, intelligent systems to
the railway ecosystem. The signing of this MoU is poised to open
new avenues for digital transformation in rail safety in building a
future-ready rail infrastructure.

East Coast Railway Unveils Budget-Friendly
Sleeping Pods at Visakhapatnam Station:
A Smart Move for Passenger Comfort

Source/RSB- In a move aimed at enhancing passenger
convenience, the East Coast Railway has launched budget-
friendly sleeping pods at Visakhapatnam Railway Station. The
facility includes 88 pod beds, with 18 beds reserved exclusively
for women, ensuring safety and comfort for solo female travelers.
These pods are equipped with modern amenities such as Wi-Fi,
hot water, charging points, and personal lighting, offering a hotel-
like experience within the station premises. A dedicated travel
desk is also available to assist passengers with local guidance
and bookings. The initiative is especially beneficial for travelers
with overnight halts, delayed trains, or early-morning departures,
offering them a safe and affordable resting space without leaving
the station. With this launch, Visakhapatnam Station takes a step
toward becoming a modern, commuter-friendly transport hub,
reflecting Indian Railways' commitment to upgrading passenger
services.

RITES Prepares DPR for Bhagadatta Flyover 2 in Assam

Source/RSB- RITES Ltd. takes pride in preparing the Detailed
Project Report (DPR) for the recently completed Bhagadatta
Flyover 2, a four-lane flyover built in just 9 months. This
remarkable structure stands out as Assam’s first flyover
constructed using advanced composite structure technology.
What makes it unique is the use of BUG girders embedded in RCC
diaphragms at both ends, ensuring enhanced strength and
durability. The Bhagadatta Flyover 2 is not only a symbol of
engineering excellence but also a milestone in rapid infrastructure
developmentin the region.

Central Railway’s AC Local Task Force Elevates
Travel Experience — 100% Complaints Attended

Source/RSB- Central Railway’s Mumbai
Division, in a bold and decisive move to elevate
the travel experience while prioritizing the safety
and comfort of passengers, undertook a unique
initiative to curb irregular travel. On May 25th,
2024, CR introduced a dedicated AC Class Task
Force to address issues related to irregular
traveling in suburban trains. A specialised squad
has been deployed to respond promptly to
commuter concerns, aided by a dedicated 24/7
WhatsApp complaint number, 7208819987. This
innovative approach allows passengers to report
incidents of irregular travel, ensuring immediate
assistance during travel hours and subsequent
follow-ups as required. Response to every
complaint received on the dedicated WhatsApp
number is immediate. If the Special Squad is in
the particular section mentioned in the complaint,
they immediately swing into action. However, if
the squad is not immediately available, then
action is taken on the subsequent day. During the
period 25th May 2024 to 30th June 2025, a total
of 11,134 complaints were received and all were
addressed within a short span of 2 days, marking
a 100% resolution of complaints. This proactive

enforcement has led to a notable decline in
complaints, with the daily average dropping
significantly from 79 in June 2024 to 29 in June
2025. The maximum complaints received per
day have also come down from 228 per day in
June 2024 to 103 in June 2025. Based on a
thorough analysis of complaints received, action
taken, and deployment of special squads, an
astonishing 1.22 lakh travellers were detected
travelling without proper tickets in AC locals, and
an amount of 34.01 crore was recovered as
penalty during the period 25th May 2024 to 9th
July 2025. This equates to an average of 365
passengers travelling without proper tickets daily
and an average recovery of ¥1.19 lakh per day
from offenders. This initiative has received
widespread praise from passengers for Central
Railway’s proactive approach in upholding the
high standards of its premium services. Notably,
the Mumbai Suburban Network of Central
Railway carries approximately 3.9 million
passengers every day throughiits 1,810 services,
including 80 AC local services daily, which carry
approximately 78,000 passengers per day.

Vande Bharat Express Between
Bengaluru and Shivamogga Gommg Soon!

Source/RSB-Indian Railways is all set to
introduce a new Vande Bharat Express
connecting Bengaluru and Shivamogga,
promising faster, more comfortable, and
premium rail travel for passengers in Karnataka.
This will be the 12th Vande Bharat train for the
state, further strengthening its high-speed rail
network and meeting the growing demand for
better connectivity. The much-anticipated
service is expected to benefit thousands of
commuters, tourists, and business travelers,
especially from the Shivamogga and Malnad
regions, who have long awaited this direct high-
speed link to the capital city. The news was
shared by Bengaluru Central MP Sh. P.C.
Mohan, who posted on X (formerly Twitter):
“Shivamogga—Bengaluru Vande Bharat soon.”
Once operational, this train will drastically

reduce travel time while offering world-class
amenities including modern seating, faster
acceleration, onboard Wi-Fi, and superior safety
features.

DMRC Inks MoU with Chennai Metro for 15-Year 0&M Services

Source/RSB-An agreement was signed
between Delhi Metro and Chennai Metro Rail
Limited (CMRL) for Operation and Maintenance
services for three corridors of Chennai Metro’s
Phase-Il: Corridor-3 (Madhavaram Milk Colony
to Siruseri SIPCOT-Il Metro - Indigo Line),
Corridor-4 (Lighthouse to Poonamallee Bypass -
Orange Line) and Corridor-5 (Madhavaram Milk
Colony to Sholinganallur - Red Line) including
Maintenance Depots at Madhavaram,
Poonamallee & Semmancheri. As per the
agreement, DMRC will provide Operation and
Maintenance services for a period of
approximately 15 years. The contract awarded
through international competitive bidding on 2nd
April’2025 covers approximately 118km and 112
stations across Corridors3, 4, and 5. Scope of
work includes managing various Operations and

Maintenance Services which mainly include train
operations, station management, depot
functions and the Operational Control Centre,
ensuring global-standards. The first section of
Chennai Metro Rail Limited Phase -l is expected
to be operational by December, 2025 and the
entire Phase-Il will be operational in a phased
manner by December, 2028. This marks
DMRC’s second major O&M win under
international bidding, following DMRCs succe-
ssful bidding of Mumbai Metro Line-3 O&M
Contract in 2023. The Delhi Metro is gradually
expanding its footprint in the O&M services
business across India by harnessing its more
than two decade of O&M expertise. To further
expand its presence across globe DMRC is also
vying for O&M contracts around the world.

IRCON Achieves Milestone in Solar Energy with 75 MW Synchronization at Pavagada

Source/RSB-In a major step towards promoting
sustainable green energy and aligning with the
vision of Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi to achieve net zero carbon emissions by
2030, Ircon Renewable Power Limited—a
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) of IRCON—has
successfully synchronized an additional 75 MW
of solar power capacity at Pavagada, Karnataka.
With this development, the total operational
capacity of the solar power plant now stands at
300 MW, marking the successful completion of

the fifth phase of the planned 500 MW solar
power project. Once fully completed, this project
is set to be one of the major contributors to India's
renewable energy goals. The initiative is
expected to offset approximately 720 kilotonnes
(KT) of carbon emissions annually, significantly
contributing to environmental sustainability and
the nation’s clean energy transition. IRCON'’s
continued progress in renewable infrastructure
reflects its commitment to green development
and supports India's larger climate objectives.
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Railway Board Announces New General Managers
for South Central and Western Railways

SHRI VIVEK KUMAR GUPTA TAKES OVER AS

GENERAL MANAGER,

Source/RSB- Shri Vivek Kumar Gupta,
a senior officer of the Indian Railway
Service of Engineers (IRSE) of the 1988
batch, has taken over the charge as
General Manager of Western Railway o-
n 11th July, 2025. Prior to his posting as
General Manager, Western Railway he
was working as the Managing Director
of National High Speed Rail Corporation
Limited (NHSRCL), the organization
entrusted with the execution of India’s
first Bullet Train Project. Shri Gupta has
served as Principal Executive Director/
Gati-Shakti at the Railway Board,
Ministry of Railways, where he was
responsible for the integrated function-
ing of seven (07) departments — Civil
(Works, Project Monitoring & Station
Development), Electrical (RE), Signal &
Telecommunication, Traffic, Finance,
Planning, and Economic Directorates —
functioning as a cohesive unit for the
planning and execution of all major
railway projects including station
development under the PM Gati-Shakti
initiative. Shri Gupta has held several
prestigious positions on Western and
Central Railways, such as Chief
Administrative Officer (Construction),
Chief Track Engineer, Chief Bridge
Engineer and Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM). In these roles, he
oversaw critical infrastructure works
including new line construction, gauge
conversion, doubling and multi-tracking
projects, track construction works, traffic
facilities and bridge maintenance. As
Chief Engineer at Mumbai Railway
Vikas Corporation (MRVC), Shri Gupta
played a key role in coordination and

WESTERN RAILWAY

implementation of MUTP [, Il & Ill pro-
jects, with a cumulative project value of
around 320,000 Cr. He also led the
preparatory work for the 34,000 Cr
MUTP 3A project. His responsibilities
involved extensive coordination with
various agencies such as the World
Bank, AlIB, MMRDA, CIDCO and
Government of Maharashtra on plan-
ning and execution matters. During his
tenure as DRM of Bhusaval Division of
Central Railway (April 2019 to August
2021), he ensured efficient operations
with focus on safety, reliability, infra-
structure improvement, staff welfare,
customer satisfaction and expenditure
control & revenue generation. Shri
Gupta brings with him vast experience in
railway operations, infrastructure mana-
gement and project execution. He is well
respected among officers and staff alike
and there is strong confidence that
under his visionary leadership, Western
Railway will scale greater heights.

SHRI SANJAY KUMAR SRIVASTAVA HAS TAKE
OVERAS GENERAL MANAGER, SC RAILWAY

Source/RSB- Shri Sanjay Kumar
Srivastava, Indian Railway Management
Service (IRMS) has taken charge as
General Manager, South Central
Railway on 11th July, 2025. He belongs
to the 1988 Batch of Indian Railway
Engineering Service (IRSE). Prior to the
posting he was holding the post of as
General Manager, Central Organisation
of Railway Electrification (CORE). He
was instrumental in implementing var-
ious technological advancements and
policies related to Civil Engineering. With
an illustrious career spanning at RDSO,
RITES, and the Railway Board, he has
contributed significantly to railway infra-
structure, metro projects, & advanced
rail technologies, cementing his leader-
ship credentials.

Innovations in Rail Technology at
RDSO: Prior to this role, Shri Srivastava
served as Principal Executive Director
(Infra-1) at RDSO. During his tenure, he
contributed to developing advanced rail
technologies, including the 60kg
R350HT grade rails, SRT/DRT with nine
probes and B-Scan facilities, and
Phased Array USFD for Flash Butt joints.
His collaborations with M&C Directorate
and Bhilai Steel Plant were pivotal.
Extensive Experience across Key
Roles: Shri Srivastava began his career
as Assistant Engineer, Valsad, and later
held various critical positions such as
Divisional Track Engineer and Dy. Chief
Engineer in Mumbai and Vadodara. His
tenure at RITES as General Manager
(Urban Transport) saw his immense
contributions to metro projects, including

Kolkata, Kochi,
involving planning, design, & tendering
processes.

Educational and Professional Acco-
mplishments: An alumnus of IIT

and Nagpur metros,

Roorkee and IIT Delhi, Shri Srivastava
also holds an MBA from the University of
Maryland, USA. With a career spanning
roles across Indian Railways including
as Divisional Railway Manager, Bikaner,
he has a profound understanding of
engineering, project management, &
general administration. Shri Sanjay
Kumar Srivastava’s appointment as
General Manager of South Central
Railway underscores his extensive
expertise in railway engineering, metro
development, and administrative
leadership. His contributions to tech-
nological innovation and infrastructure
development will steer South Central
Railway towards greater efficiency and
success.

Additional Member (Traction), Railway Board, Conducted Inspection

Northern Railway GM Conducts Review Meeting,

and Inaugurates CSR-backed Computer Centre in Guntakal Division

Source/RSB-Shri Vijay Pratap Singh, Additional
Member (Traction), Railway Board, conducted a
window trailing inspection between Guntakal and
Gooty during his visit to the Guntakal Division. He was
accompanied by Shri Chandra Shekhar Gupta,
Divisional Railway Manager (DRM), Guntakal. The

inspection primarily focused on reviewing the
condition of tracks, Overhead Equipment (OHE), and
other vital safety infrastructure. The objective was to
assess operational efficiency, ensure adherence to
safety standards, and identify areas for further
enhancement of rail operations. As part of the visit,
Shri Vijay Pratap Singh also inaugurated a newly
established computer centre at the Zilla Parishad
Girls High School, Gooty. The facility has been
developed under a Corporate Social Responsibility

(CSR) initiative by M/s Wabtec Corporation, in
collaboration with Indian Railways. This initiative aims
to empower students, particularly girls, by providing
access to digital literacy and foundational computer
education. Addressing the students on the occasion,
Shri Singh highlighted the pivotal role of education in
nation-building and urged them to take full advantage
of the resources provided. He inspired the young
minds to develop a passion for learning and
emphasized the transformative power of education in
shaping their futures. This visit reflects Indian
Railways' dual focus on operational excellence &
comm-unity development, reinforcing its commitment
to both infrastructural progress & social empowerment.

Aizawl Joins Indian Rail Network After 26 Year Wait

The inauguration of the 51.38 km Bairabi— Sairang
railway line in June has marked a historic moment,
connecting Aizawl, the capital of Mizoram, to India’s
national rail network for the first time. Conceived in
1999 and with its foundation stone laid in 2014, the
project faced immense engineering challenges. Chief
Engineer Vinod Kumar highlighted the difficult hilly

terrain, recurring landslides, and limited working
seasons as key hurdles during construction.This long-
awaited rail connectivity is expected to boost regional
development by enhancing trade, improving accessi-
bility, and reducing travel time. It will also facilitate
easier movement of goods & passengers, strengthen-
ing economic integration with the rest of the country.

Reiterates Firm Commitment to Safety

Source/RSB- Shri Ashok Kumar
Verma, General Manager of Northern
Railway, chaired a detailed review
meeting at the Zonal Headquarters,
Baroda House, with all Principal
Heads of Departments. During the
session, Shri Verma assessed the
progress of various departmental
works and highlighted Northern
Railway's unwavering commitment
towards operational safety. He
stressed upon the importance of & a

continuously strengthening safety

measures and the need for their regular monitoring and
evaluation. He further underlined that safety remains the topmost
priority for Northern Railway and called upon all departments to
work with coordination and diligence to uphold the highest
standards of railway operations.

Indian Railways to Introduce Modern
Reservation System by December 2025

Source/RSB-Indian Railways is set to launch a modernised
reservation system by December 2025, offering passengers
enhanced convenience and transparency. With the new system,
travellers will be able to select their preferred berths, access
dynamic fare calendars, and receive real-time waitlist updates.
Designed to handle up to 1.5 lakh bookings per minute, the
platform aims to significantly improve efficiency. Additionally,
starting July 1, verified authentication will be mandatory for
Tatkal bookings to enhance security and ensure a more
transparent process.




