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‘Say no to Corruption commit to the Nation’ Vigilance Seminar

Happy Diwali

organizes by Northern Railway

Source/N.Railway: To increase public
| awareness about the menace of corruption

| and join hands together to make corruption
free India, Northern Railway is celebrating the
Vigilance Awareness Week from 30.10.2023
| to 05.11.2023.0n the third day of Vigilance
-| Awareness Week, Northern Railway
organised a seminar on the theme ‘Say no to

This Diwali, let's choose to spread happiness and
light in a different way!

INSTEAD OF CARRYING FIRE
CRACKERS ON YOUR TRAIN

Corruption; commit to the Nation’ at Baroda IOURNEY GARRY Jﬂy
House New Delhi. Shri Shobhan Chaudhuri, GM/NR along with officers of Northern Railway and - KlNDNESS AND GGUD
Railway Board/Vigilance were present and case studies related to vigilance cases were discussed '
in the Seminar. Shri Chaudhuri also unveiled the Northern Railway Vigilance e-Bulletin on the WISHES I:OR YOUR FELLOW
occasion.A ‘Nukkad Natak’ on the theme of ‘Say no to Corruption; commit to the Nation’ was PASSENGERS

received with enormous zeal from the onlookers as well as the PHOD’s of all department, who

. L. ) ) i . X @RSBPrayagraj
further appreciated the novelty in ideas expressed in the posters displayed during the exhibition.

O @ swER sgA [@rsb_prayagraj
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CABINET APPROVES
PRODUCTIVITY LINKED BONUS
(PLB) OF RS. 1968.87 CRORES
FOR RAILWAY EMPLOYEES

Source/PIB: The Union
Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi
has approved Productivity
Linked Bonus (PLB)
equivalent to 78 days’ wages
for the financial year 2022-23
to all eligible non-gazetted
Railway employees namely
Track maintainer, Loco Pilots,
Train Managers (Guards),
Station Masters, Supervisors,
Technicians, Technician Hel-
pers, Pointsman, Ministerial
Staff and other Group ‘C’
staff (excluding RPF/RPSF
personnel).

In recognition of this
excellent performance by the
Railway staff, the Union
Government has approved

payment of PLB of Rs 1968.87

crore to 11,07,346 railway-
employees. The performance
of Railways in the year 2022-
2023 was very good.

Railways loaded a record
cargo of 1509 Million Tonnes
and carried nearly 6.5 Billion
Passengers. Many factors
contributed to this record
performance. These include
improvement in infrastructure
due to infusion of record
Capex by the Government
in Railways, efficiency in
operations and better techno-
logy etc. Payment of PLB will
act as an incentive to motivate
the Railway employees for
working towards further
improvementin performance.
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RailTel puts up an impressive
stall at India Mobile Congress
2023 (IMC-2023)

Source/ RCIL: The stall
attracted many visitors includ-
ing officials from Ministry of
Railway, other Ministries,
industry stalwarts and general
public. RailTel presented a
remarkable booth at the India
Mobile Congress 2023 (IMC-
2023) which took place from
Oct- 27-29, 2023, at Pragati
Maidan, New Delhi. IMC-2023,
Asia's premier digital event,
was cohosted by the Depart-
ment of Telecommunications
(DoT), Government of India,
and the Cellular Operators
Associa-tion of India (COAI).
The event was inaugurated by
the Honorable Prime Minister
of India, Shri Narendra Modi.
RailTel was the official Wi-Fi
partner of the event and
provided free Wi-Fi to massive

number of visitors of this
event. In its stall RailTel
showcased its various services
like Data Centre, Cyber Securi-
ty, Digital Services, Railway
Signalling and Telecommuni-
cation, RailWire broadband
and many more. Senior
officials of various ministries,
industry stalwarts and general
public visited the stall and
many queries and interactions
were generated.

The stall highlighted the role of
RailTel in digital transformation
of Indian Railways
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NORTH-SOUTH METRO CARRIED YINRIS S4@F R ¥d TIAAT B oleg & Aerht whifi
6.9 LAKH PASSENGERS ON

MAHASTAMI:

METRO RAILWAY

KOL KATA

Source/Metro Railway: This

has been possible as commu-
ters thronged Metro stations to
reach their destina-tions safely
and quickly on Mahastami.
Pandal hoppers took Metro on
Mahastami evening to visit
famous Puja pandals of
Kolkata and adjacent areas.On
22.10.2023 (Mahastami), North-
South Metro has carried
6,89,251 passengers.Total 248
services were run night-long
on that day to cater to the
Metro users. On 22.10.2023,
maximum passen-ger count
i.e. 70849 was recorded at
Kalighat, Dumdum recorded
64795 passenger count,
Shovabazar-Sutanuti recorded
51036 and Rabindra Sarobar
recorded 40847 passenger
count respectively. It is to be

noted that like Mahasaptami
and Mahastami, for the
convenience of the pandal
hoppers, Metro Railway has
made elaborate arrangem-ents
to run night long services
in North South Corridor on
Mahanabami too. In East-West
Corridor services will be run till
mid-night today. In order to
cater to the increasing rush,
leaves of all Metro officers and
staff have been cancelled. All
ticket counters have been
opened at the stations so that
passengers won't have to wait
long in queues to purchase
Smart Cards and tokens.
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Shri Shantanu Thakur, Hon’ble Minister of State
Laid Foundation Stone for Construction of Loop
line Along with 3 Platform & other developmental

work at Thakurnagar

Source/ RSB: As a part of
Railway's endeavor towards
infrastructure development at
different stations vis-a-vis
capacity augmentation, Shri
Shantanu Thakur, Hon'ble
Union Minister of State for
Ports, Shipping and Waterways
laid foundation stone for
construction of loop line
with new platform no. 3 and
extension of platform no. 1 and
2 with ancillary works at
Thakurnagar station of Sealdah-
Bongaon section on 30.10.2023.
Shri Deepak Nigam, Divisional
Railway Manager, Sealdah and
other dignitaries were also
present on the occasion.In the
proposed work, an electrified
common loop line having length
of 755 metres will be construc-
ted along with construction of
platform number 3 on the loop
line. Both the existing platforms
platform no. 1 & platform no. 2

presently having
B8 275 metres
length will be
+ extended along
4 with the constru-
g ction of the new
platform no. 3 so
that all the platforms have a
length of atleast 600 metres and
can easily accommodate 24
coach rake. Besides, the
ancillary work includes self
sufficient platform shade along
with sitting arrangement for all
the platforms, new wide foot
over bridge of 6.50 metre
width, construction of new
electronic interlocking building
& construction of VIP lounge
and development of circulating
area at Thakurnagar station. All
these works aim to bring world
class facility and amenity for
the passengers at Thakurnagar
at an estimated project cost of
Rs. 29.80 Crores.Speaking on
the occasion, Shri Shantanu
Thakur, Hon'ble Minister of
State said that the Union
Government always tries to
bring development even at the
remotest areas.

These infrastructure

augmentation facilities at
Thakurnagar will surely make
this station an economic hub
for the locality in future.

The world standard facility
available at the station can be
enjoyed by the passengers
towards fulfillment of the long
cherished demand of the local
inhabitants.

Thakurnagar station situated
at a distance of 63 kilometres
from Sealdah i.e., Kolkata city
and 18.60 kilometers by rail
route from the Petrapole
station near Bangladesh
border. Thus, this station has
an importance of both in terms
of domestic requirement and
also in terms of business
development with neighboring
countries. The station develop-
ment initiative of Union
Government will certainly
create a plethora of socioeco-
nomic development in this
region through flush of fund for
such development work at
Thakurnagar as well as
transforming the station into a
city centre as well as a
business hub for bringing local
product to the local scenario
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SONARPUR RAILWAY STATION
STEPPING UP 'PLATFORM
PERFECTION' AND BEAUTIFICATION
UNDER AMRIT BHARAT STATION
SCHEME

Source/ER: Under the
Amrit Bharat Station Scheme,
Eastern Railway is committed
to bring forth complete facelift
and overall redevelopment of
various Amrit Stations.
Towards ensuring a world-
class experience for passen-
gers.

Sonarpur Railway Station
of Sealdah Division, which is
an important commercial area
of Kolkata South suburban
area, will now be a part of this
Initiative and the progress and
every detail is inspected at
highestlevel.

This vision to modernize
and revitalize Sonarpur
station, is making substantial
strides in its mission with
continuous and untiring
efforts of Eastern Railway,
since the launch of Amrit
Bharat station scheme by
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi on August 6,
2023.As a part of this station
redevelopment work, the
resurfacing work of Sonarpur
platforms are in full swing.
This crucial improvement will

make boarding and disembar-
king from trains more
accessible, especially for
elderly and differently-abled
passengers.

Tiled surfaces provide
better traction, reducing the
risk of slip and fall accidents,
especially during adverse
weather conditions. Tiles
used are known for their
durability and longevity,
making them resistant to wear
and tear from heavy foot traffic
and environmental factors.
Tiled surface is also easier to
clean and sanitize, contribu-
ting to improved hygiene. The
station's aesthetic appeal will
receive a facelift with pleasing
design elements and
landscaping.
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Important Safety Advisory for Passengers:
Prohibition on Carrying Firecrackers and Hazardous

In a bid to ensure the safety
and well-being of passengers,
Rail Samachar Bureau,
Prayagraj, would like to
remind and request all train
travellers to strictly refrain
from carrying firecrackers,
inflammable materials, and
explosive objects while
onboard. This is not only in the
interest of your safety but also
that of your fellow passengers.
Safety First: Why You

Shouldn't Carry Firecrackers
Carrying firecrackers on trains
can pose significant risks to
everyone on board.
Firecrackers are inherently
hazardous, and their explosive
nature can lead to dangerous
accidents or disasters. To
ensure a safe and peaceful
journey, it is crucial to abstain
from carrying such items.

Items in Trains
The Legal Consequences:
Railways Act, 1989
Beyond the potential safety
hazards, carrying inflammable
and explosive objects like
firecrackers, gas cylinders,
acid, petrol, kerosene, etc., on
passenger trains is a
punishable offense as per the
Railways Act of 1989. This act
outlines strict regulations to
maintain the safety and
security of railway passeng-

ers and infrastructure.
If you are caught carrying any
of these prohibited items on a
train journey, you may
face legal consequences,
including imprisonment for up
to three years. It's important to
be aware of the consequences
of your actions and to avoid
any unlawful activities while
traveling on trains.

Your Responsibility as a

Passenger

As a responsible passenger,
you play a crucial role in
ensuring the safety of the
railway network and your
fellow travellers. To help
create a secure and enjoyable
journey for everyone, kindly
adhere to the following
guidelines:

1. Do not carry any firecrac-
kers, gas cylinders, acid,
petrol, kerosene, or other
inflammable or explosive
items on trains.

2. Report any suspicious or
unsafe behaviour to railway
authorities or the authorities
on board the train.

3. Cooperate with railway staff
and security personnel to
maintain a safe and secure
environment for all.

4. Stay informed about railway
rules and regulations to
ensure you are in compliance
and aware of your rights
and responsibilities as a
passenger.

Remember, safety is a shared
responsibility, and by
adhering to these guidelines,
you can contribute to a safer
and more enjoyable train
journey for everyone. We urge
all passengers to comply with
these rules and regulations to
ensure the safety and well-
being of all individuals
traveling by train. Let's work
together to create a secure
and pleasant environment for
railway passengers. Your
cooperation is greatly
appreciated.
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BIG BOOST TO RAIL CONNECTIVITY IN NORTH EAST & JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Source/PIB: Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Union Minister of
Railways, Communications,
Electronics and Information
Technology, Government of
India along with Shri Manoj
Sinha, Lieutenant Governor,
Jammu & Kashmir, Shri
Himanta Biswa Sarma, Chief
Minister, Assam, Prof. (Dr.)
Manik Saha, Chief Minister,
Tripura flagged off Train No.
15617/15618 Dullabc-herra
Guwahati tri weekly train, Train
No. 07688/ 07687 Agartala
Sabroom DEMU train, extensi-
on of Train No. 12514/12515
Guwahati-Secunderabad Exp.
upto Silchar (Assam), extensi-
on of Train No. 12519/ 12520
Kamakhya-Lokmanya Tilak
Express upto Agartala Tripura
via video conferencing on 19th
Oct'23. New Vistadome coach
in Budgam-Banihal train in
Jammu and Kashmir was also
flagged off. During the
flag off ceremony, several

dignitaries were connected
through video conferencing.
Speaking on the occasion, Shri
Ashwini Vaishnaw said, "In last
nine years, North East states
and Jammu Kashmir have
changed a lot and the change is
discernible on the ground.
Prime Minister has visited
North East region more than 60
times which is higher than the
visits Prime Ministers of india
before him. After abrogation of
Article 370, development of
Jammu and Kashmir is pacing
fast. Recently, meetings of G20
were held the state of Jammu
and Kashmir. In Railways also,
various development projects
have been ongoing in both
these regions. Railways have
allotted the annual budget of
around Rs. 10,269 Crores for
North East, while earlier it was
around Rs. 2122 Crores. Rail-
ways' projects are progressing
swiftly in North eastern states.
Two Vande Bharat Trains are

also planned for North East. In
Jammu & Kashmir, develop-
ment work has been completed
on Chenab Bridge, Anji Bridge,
tunnels have been completed
except on some portion, Rail-
ways' are working for overall
transformation of North eastern
states."Speaking on the
occasion, Shri Manoj Sinha,
Lieutenant Governor, Jammu
and Kashmir said, "Vistadome
coach between Banihal and
Budgam is a big leap by
Railways in the development of
the Union territory. The state of
the art Vistadome will attract
tourists in large number." He
said that there has been
substantial boost in tourism in
recent times and the new coach
will further give impetus to the
development of the area. Prof.
(Dr) Manik Saha, Chief Minister,
Tripura said, "We are thankful
to the Prime Minister and the
Railway Minister for augmen-
ting the rall connectivity in the
state. It will boost the connec-
tivity in remote areas and give
impetus to trade and tourism in
the state."Speaking on the
occasion, Shri Himanta Biswa
Sarma, Chief Minister, Assam
said, "Prime Minister has laid
emphasis on the development
of Jammu and Kashmir and

North East states since he
assumed office. It is an impor-
tant day as Assam is -getting
extension of one train to Barak
valley, one train being exten-
ded to Agartala, one train is
being introduced to the remote
area of Dullabcherra, | thank
Prime Minister and Railway
Minister for this initiative.
"Extension of Train No. 12514/
12515 Guwahati- Secundera-
bad Express (weekly) upto
Silchar (Assam) will provide
direct connectivity between
Barak Valley (Silchar) and
Secunderabad.

It will benefit people of
lower Assam and areas
bordering Barak Valley. The
regular service of the train will
commence from 21.10.23
(Saturday) ex-Secunderabad
The introduction of Train No.
15617/15618 Dullabcherra
Guwahati Tri weekly Train (ex
Guwahati-Mon, Wed, Sat & ex
Dullabcherra- Tuesday,
Thursday & Sunday) will provi-
de direct connectivity between
remote area of Dullabcherra
and Guwahati benefiting
students, businessmen and
traders of Dullabcherra.
Extension of Train No. 12519/
12520 Kamakhya-Lokmanya
Tilak Express (weekly) upto

Agartala (Tripura) will be the
direct train service between
capital of Tripura and Mumbai. It
will benefit people in the region,
traders and patients in Tripura
who travel to Mumbal for
treatment purpose. The regular
service of the train upto
Agartala will commence from
22.10.2023 (Sunday) ex Lokma-
nya Tilak Terminus.The Introdu-
ction of Train No. 07688/07687
Agartala-Sabroom DEMU train
will benefit people from the
remote areas of the state and
will enhance connectivity with
the state capital, Agartala, It will
also boost tourism in the
state.The launch of Vistadome
coach in Train No. 04688/04687
Budgam Banihal train will boost
tourism in the state and provide
memorable journey experien-
ces to the passengers.
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Rail Samachar Bureau, Prayagraj Congratulates Newly

APPOINTED GENERAL MANAGERS

Ms. Saumya Mathur has taken over as General Manager, North Eastern
Railway on November 01, 2023.

Source/RSB: Earlier, she was posted as Additional Member (Finance),
Railway Board, New Delhi. Ms. Mathur is the first woman General Manager
of North Eastern Railway since it's formation in 1952. Ms. Saumya Mathur
joined railway through Indian Railway Accounts Service of 1987 batch. Her
first posting was in Vadodara, Western Railway. During her distinguished
career Ms. Mathur has successfully discharged the duties of important
posts of Accounts Department of Western, Northern, Central Railway as
well as held key posts of Additional Divisional Railway Manager, Western
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Railway/Mumbai Central, Divisional Railway Manager, North Western Railway/Jaipur, Principal Finance
Adviser/Metro Railway/Kolkata and Principal Finance Adviser/South Eastern Railway/Kolkata. As
Divisional Railway Manager/Jaipur, Ms Saumya Mathur has transformed Jaipur station completely
which resulted in achieving several accolades such as making it first station to receive Platinum Green
Rating, it also ascended on top rating in Swachhata Survey during her tenure. She has successfully
operated Ghandhinagar Jaipur as full fledged an all women main line station. She received Railway
Board's Special Award as best change agent for transformation initiatives. She has attended various
training programme abroad including JICA (Japan), Management Training at INSEAD (Singapore) and
ICLIF (Malaysia). Ms. Mathur has wide experience of railway management and administration. She is
equally popular amongst railway officers and staff. Ms. Mathur has keen interest in creative writing.

Shri Amitabha has assumed the charge as General Manager (IRMS) of
North Western Railway.

Source/RSB: Before joining as GM/NWR, Shri Amitabha was posted as
Principal Chief Mechanical Engineer of North Western Railway. Shri
Amitabha is an IRSME (Indian Railway Service of Mechanical Engineering)
Officer of 1987 Batch. Shri Amitabha has rich and diverse experience of
working on various important posts such as Principal Chief Mechanical
Engineer in North Western Railway, Jaipur and Banaras Locomotive
Works; Divisional Railway Manager in Prayagraj division; Additional
Divisional Railway Manager in Delhi division; Chief Mechanical
Engineer/Planning and Rolling Stock in Northern Railway and Director in Railway Board. As Divisional
Railway Manager in Prayagraj division, he was awarded with citation by Hon'ble Prime Minister for
excellent management and coordination of railway projects during Kumbh Mela 2019 and by Hon'ble
Minister of Railways for strong leadership and performance excellence. He has travelled widely in India
and abroad for railway and management related training, study, conferences and workshops.

Satish Kumar Pandey Assumes Role as
General Manager of Northeast Frontier Railway
(Construction).

Source/RSB: Mr. Pandey, an
esteemed officer of the Indian
Railway Service of Engineers from
UPSC's 1986 batch, has taken the
helm as the General Manager of N.F.
Railway (Construction). As General
Manager (Construction), Mr. Satish
AR £ X Kumar Pandey will oversee all
rallway constructlon activities within the jurisdiction of N.F.
Railway, which encompasses the northeastern states,
including Sikkim, as well as parts of West Bengal and Bihar. Mr.
Pandey's illustrious career in Indian Railways began in 1988 as
a Probationary Officer. He has held key positions throughout
his journey, including roles such as Assistant Divisional
Engineer of Muzaffarpur, Executive Engineer at Flash Butt
Plant, and Senior Divisional Engineer of Varanasi & Sonpur
Division under North Eastern Railway. He also served as
Additional Divisional Railway Manager of Lucknow Division
under North Eastern Railway.During his service, Mr. Pandey
made notable contributions while deputed to Research Designs
and Standards Organisation (RDSO) as an Executive
Director/QA/Civil and Executive Director/Track. His tenure at
the Railway Board included roles such as Executive
Director/CE/P and Commissioner of Railway Safety (CRS)/NE
Circle. Mr. Pandey's diverse experience also includes serving
as Chief Track Engineer and Principal Chief Engineer of North
Eastern Railway, as well as Principal Chief Engineer of Northern
Railway. Before assuming the role of General Manager at N.F.
Railway (Construction), Mr. Satish Kumar Pandey served as the
Additional Member/Works under the Railway Board.

AK Khandelwal Assumes Role as General

Mr. S. Srinivas Takes Helm as General Manager at Rail Coach
Factory, Kapurthala.

Source/RSB: A distinguihed member of the 1986 Batch of the Indian Railway
Service of Mechanical Engineers, Mr. Srinivas brings a wealth of knowledge
and experience to his leadership role, having dedicated the past three decades
to the Indian Railways. With a post-graduation in Mechanical Engineering from
the prestigious Indian Institute of Technology (lIT) Kharagpur, Mr. S. Srinivas
has held various significant positions in operations, maintenance, project
execution, and global consultancy across Indian Railways. His extensive
background in railway operations and engineering makes him an ideal choice
for the role of General Manager at Rail Coach Factory, Kapurthala. Rail Coach Factory, Kapurthala, is
well-known for its exceptional contributions to the Indian Railways and its production of state-of-the-art
rail coaches. Mr. S. Srinivas's appointment is anticipated to mark a new chapter of progress and
innovation, aligning the factory's operations with the ever evolving needs of the railway industry.

Shobhna Bandopadhyay Assumes Charge as General Manager of
West Central Railway.

Source/RSB: Ms. Bandopadhyay, a distinguished officer of the 1987 batch
of the Indian Railway Service of Signal Engineers (IRSSE), has assumed
the role of General Manager, becoming the first female to hold this position
in West Central Railway. With a rich and extensive background in Indian
Railways, Ms. Shobhna Bandopadhyay brings a wealth of knowledge and
experience to her new role. She has previously served in various capacities
in Central Railway, South East Railway, Northern Railway, and Northern

g Railway headquarters. Prior to her appointment as General Manager, Ms.
Bandopadhyay held the position of Principal Executive Director (Vigilance), where she made
significant contributions to the Indian Railways. Her remarkable career includes a national-level
‘Leadership & Performance Excellence' award received during her tenure as Divisional Railway
Manager, Nagpur.

Manager of East Central Railway

Source/RSB: A distinguished officer
from the 1987 batch of the Indian
Railway Engineering Service (IRSE), Mr.
Khandelwal holds a Civil Engineering
degree from MNIT, Jaipur, and an
M.Tech degree from IIT, Roorkee. With
over 34 years of dedicated service to the
Indian Railways, Mr. Khandelwal has

played instrumental roles in creating and maintaining vital railway
infrastructure. Mr. Khandelwal's journey in the railway service
commenced as AEN/Bellampalli in South Central Railway and
continued with significant contributions across Southern Railway,
Northern Railway, Railway Board, and the challenging Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link Project. Notably, during his tenure as
Chief Administrative Officer/Construction of the Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link Project, Mr. Khandelwal played a
pivotal role in the construction of the Chenab Bridge, the world's
highest railway bridge. Recognizing his exceptional skills and vision,
the Railway Board appointed Mr. Khandelwal as the first Principal
Executive Director of Gati Shakti Directorate. In this role, he
advocated a visionary and positive approach to planning,
sanctioning, and monitoring of projects, leading to the highest-ever
commissioning of railway tracks by Indian Railways in the year 2022-
23. Beyond his professional achievements, Mr. Khandelwal has a
strong interest in sports and has represented at the state level in
basketball. During his tenure as the President of the Sports
Association of Northern Railway in the year 2021-22, the Northern
Railway team achieved success by winning the prestigious Kaul's
Gold Cup, showcasing the best sporting performance.
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achievements and innovations in rail wheel manufacturing.

R Rajagopal Appointed as General Manager of Rail Wheel Factory.

Source/RSB: Mr. Rajagopal, who served as the Principal Chief Mechanical Engineer (PCME) at RWF, brings a wealth of experience and
expertise to his new role. As an esteemed officer of the Indian Railway Management Service (IRMS), Mr. R Rajagopal has demonstrated
dedication and leadership throughout his career. His appointment as General Manager reflects his remarkable contributions and
commitment to the Indian Railways. Mr. Rajagopal has been instrumental in driving the factory's operations and advancements. His
extensive knowledge and experience will be invaluable in his new role as General Manager, where he will lead RWF towards further
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